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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 26th June 2012 
 

Present:     Cllr J Kite  Chairman 
  Cllr S Carlse 

    Cllr J MacDonald 
    Cllr M Tamber 
    Cllr Z Snell 
    Cllr T Mack 
    Cllr D Patel(late) 
    Cllr S Gay 

  Cllr S Brown 
  Cllr J Drake 

     
     
In Attendance: Jane Tyrrell – Assistant Parish Clerk 
               13 Members of public in attendance 
          PC Tony Quilter 
     PCSO Steve Howard 
     Community Warden Paul Hassell 
     
2012/235: Declarations of Interest:   
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Directors for the Leigh Academy Trust and as 
Executive member and Leader of Dartford Borough Council and as member of KCC and 
Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford and a Director of Dartford Football Club. 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub-post master of Longfield Post Office in Station 
Road, Longfield and owner of properties in Longfield 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy and Hazelwood Nursing 
home and as owner of properties in the village of Longfield 
 
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner of Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P 
Gay Memorial Stonemason in Station Road, Longfield 
 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and 
Member of Cabinet at DBC. 

 
2012/236: Apologies for absence:  
Apologies were received from Cllr Hawes (Work) 
 
2012/237: Community Warden Report – Paul Hassell 
 
Paul introduced himself having taken over from Nic Roots.  He explained that he would be 
covering Longfield, New Barn, Bean, Swanscombe and Temple Hill and was pleased to be 
covering this area. 
 
Cllr Kite asked him to look into the condition of the footpath on the gallops which is 
becoming impassable.  Cllr Kite suggested he liaise with the farmer. 
 
2012/238: Police Report – Tony Quilter 
 
Tony introduced himself and PCSO Steve Howard. 
 



2 

 

Tony reported on the recent burglary at Bourne & Kemp Jewellers in Station Road.  The 
owner wasn’t hurt but stock to the approximate value of £30,000 was taken. 
 
 
 
He also advised that since beginning of June 2012 to date we have had a total of 9 crimes 
recorded in Longfield and New Barn: 1 x Shop Lifting, 2 x thefts from front garden, 1 x 
burglary, 2 x theft of mobile phone, 1 x theft from motor vehicle, 1 x theft from building site 
and 1 x possession of class B controlled drug. 
  
He explained that as a policing team, they are working hard to reduce shoplifting in the 
village and are patrolling the shops on a regular basis. 
  
They now have a total of 8 Police Constables and 2 Police Community Support Officers 
working the area between 07:00 to 01:00 hours 7 days a week. 
 
Tony offered to accompany Paul Hassell and to introduce him to the Farmer regarding the 
Gallops. 
 
Cllr Snell asked Tony to look into parked vehicles at the chicanes at Longfield Hill as they 
were a potential hazard.  Tony asked her to take photos or call him to report vehicles. 
 
2012/239: Appointment of Committees & Representatives: 
 

a) Development Control Committee – All members to remain. 
b) Highways & Lighting Committee – All members to remain 
c) Finance & General Purposes Committee - All members to remain. 
d) Grounds & Environment Committee – All members to remain, Cllr Mack elected 

additionally. 
e) Longfield Community Park Committee - All members to remain, Cllr Gay and Cllr 

Drake elected additionally. 
f) Longfield Festival Committee - All members to remain 
g) KAPC Area Committee Representatives – Cllr MacDonald to remain, Cllr Mack 

elected additionally. 
h) Age Concern Representative – Cllr Perfitt wasn’t present  
i) Longfield and New Barn Community Hall Representative – Cllr Kite was elected. 
j) Long Valley Recreation Ground and Village Hall Charity Trustees – No action taken. 

 
RESOLVED to accept the above changes to the Committees. 
 

 
2012/240: Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd May 2012  have been 
circulated and were approved as an accurate record of the meeting by those present. 
 
Proposed by Cllr S Carlse 
Seconded by Cllr M Tamber 
 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of Tuesday 22nd May 2012. 

 
2012/241: Matters Arising 
There were none. 
 
2012/242: Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Kite announced that we had received good news regarding the proposed rail cuts to 
services from Longfield and Meopham.  Following a public meeting, the decision to cut the 
services had been reconsidered and they will remain unchanged for the foreseeable future. 
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8.25 pm Cllr Patel joined the meeting. 

 
 
Cllr Kite reminded all members that The Festival was this Sunday and asked for their 
assistance on the day. 
 
2012/243: Correspondence:                                 

a) The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was               
   RESOLVED to note correspondence received during June 2012. 
 
    

b) KCC Minerals & Waste Site Plans – Preferred Options Consultation.  Cllr Kite 
suggested one member look at this proposal in detail and report back to Council.  
Cllr MacDonald reported that she had attended the local plan Consultation Drop 
in Session at Fleetdown and collected two Consultation documents to keep in the 
office. After a discussion, it was decided that Cllr Carlse and Cllr MacDonald 
would summarise the documents, collate their responses and circulate them to 
all members prior to the next meeting bearing in mind the deadline of 23/7/12 

 
 

RESOLVED that Cllr MacDonald and Cllr Carlse would review documents and report back 
to Council. 

 
c) NALC Template for Code of Conduct for Parish Councils and DBC Legal 

Services response – Cllr Kite explained the background to this, hi-lighting the 
introduction of D.P.I (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) as an alternative which 
extends the obligation to report interests of spouses/civil partners/close 
associates.  He explained that whereas before, non-disclosure would incur a 
penalty, it is now a criminal offence which could incur a fine or prison sentence.  
He explained that Dartford had adopted one of the many varieties of Codes and 
he suggested, for simplicity, that we accept their code as well.  This should be 
sent through in the next few days. In the meantime, we should prepare our 
Register of Interest. 

 
RESOLVED that all members to complete their Register of Interests for themselves and 
their partners. 
 
Due to the large number of members of the public present, Cllr Kite asked Cllr 
MacDonald to report on the Development Control Committee next prior to Public 
Question Time.  
 
2012/244: Development Control 
 
Cllr MacDonald delivered a verbal report of the recommendations of the meeting of the 
Development Control Committee held on 26th June 2012. 
 
RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Development Control Committee 
and note the points raised from the meeting on 26th June 2012 

 
Cllr Kite discussed the Planning Application for Nurstead Stables, Nurstead Lane 
(DA/12/00489/COU) and suggested the following wording be used for our Objection: 
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“The Parish Council have reviewed this application and OBJECTS to it.  The effect on 
the amenity will be significant and highly damaging to a site of environmental sensitivity.  
In addition, the increased traffic generated by new residents on that site would be 
unsustainable given the unmade nature of the road.  The Parish Council regard this 
application most seriously to be a significant threat to an area of special residential 
character.  

  

 
 
In addition, the Council consider that granting this permission would be a significant 
overuse of the site.   

  

Also, even the modest conditions imposed in 2007, have been ignored and the Parish 
Council is concerned that there is no likelihood of compliance to any future conditions. 

  

Finally, the applicant gave his personal assurances at the time of the last application, 
that the site would NOT be developed further.” 
 
 
9.15 pm Meeting adjourned for Public Question Time: 
 
Various discussions took place with the members of public in relation to the Planning 
Application for Nurstead Stables.  Cllr Kite hoped they would be reassured with our 
objection and the wording of our objection. 
 
Another member of the public raised some ongoing issues with Ward homes/window 
cleaning, street lights and bus stops that had been moved due to the re-locating of the 
school.  The Parish Office offered to follow these up. 
 
Meeting was re-commenced. 

 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 

2012/245: Finance and General Purposes 
 
RESOLVED to approve all circulated receipts and payments for June 2012.   
 
There were a few queries on the receipts and payments which need to be clarified with 
Tina and reported back to Cllr Kite before payment is released. 
a) Noted that we are unable to approve the end of year statement of receipts and 

payments for 2011/12 
b) Noted that we are unable to adopt the new Model Code of Conduct as recommended 

by NALC but that we would be opening our Register of Interests as soon as possible. 
 

Cllr Gay left the meeting at 10:00pm 
 
2012/246: Highways & Lighting    
  
Cllr Patel reported that a positive and productive meeting of the VIP group was held on 
25th June.  It was discussed that the members should approach the meetings with trust 
and without any pre-conceived ideas.  Two members need to come into the Parish 
Office to review all the previous documents before they can move forward.  Cllr Carlse 
mentioned that one member, Shirley Wadhams, came into the Office and couldn’t find 
any historic information relating to the One way system.   
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Cllr Carlse and Cllr Kite asked that we gather ALL information and make it available in 
one place for inspection. 
 
Noted to gather all the historic information regarding Village improvement/One way 
system and store in one box file for easy inspection. 
 

Cllr Patel left the meeting at 10:20pm 
 
                   
 
2012/247:  Grounds and Environment  
 

a) Members RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of the Grounds and Environment 
Committee held on Tuesday 12th June. 

 
b) Noted the date of the next Pinden Liason meeting on 4th July 2012 at 2:00pm 

 
Cllr Kite queried the issue of greenhouses with Cllr MacDonald and suggested the wording 
recommended for the tenancy agreement to read “ The Parish Council recommends the use 
of polytunnels rather than greenhouses due to potential vandalism problems and damage to 
the ground” 
He also discussed the issue of parking on the verge as he was against it and suggested 
these two items be referred back to the Grounds & Environment Committee for their next 
meeting. 
 
 
Noted to refer the issue of Greenhouses and Verge parking back to the Grounds and 
Environment Committee at their next meeting. 

 
2012/248: Longfield Community Park/Pavilion Project 
 
Noted the date of the next meeting as Monday 3rd September. 
 
 
2012/249: Longfield Festival - Sunday 1st July 2012 
 
All members were reminded of the date and asked for their assistance on the day. 
 
2012/250: KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
 
Cllr MacDonald had nothing to report. 
 

 
 Date of the next Meeting 
Tuesday 24th July 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.    

 
To be tabled 
Various circulars and newsletters of interest. 
 
Meeting Closed at 10:50 pm 
 

    Signed ……………………………. 
 
 

  Date……………………………….. 
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