
 

 
 

Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
Tuesday 22

nd
 April 2014 

 
Present:     Cllr S Carlse  Chairman 

  Cllr S Brown 
Cllr J Drake 

  Cllr T Mack 
  Cllr J MacDonald 

Cllr B Hawes  
  Cllr R Perfitt 

Cllr D Patel 
Cllr S Gay 
 
Paul Hassell Community Warden 
 

In Attendance:  Steve House – Parish Clerk  
                    
2014/531 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and Member 
of Cabinet at DBC 
Cllr Drake declared an interest as a member of the Hall Management Committee (Longfield 
Community Hall).  
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy and Hazelwood Nursing home and 
as owner of properties in Longfield 
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P Gay 
Memorial Stonemason in Station Road Longfield 
Cllr Hawes declared an interest as a member of Longfield Sports and Social Club 
Cllr Perfitt declared an interest as member of Development Control at Dartford Borough Council 
 
2014/532 Apologies for absence:  
 
The Chairman reported apologies from Cllr Tamber. 
 
Cllr Gay joined the meeting at 8.10pm. 
 
2014/533 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 25

th
 March 2014 were circulated approved as an 

accurate record of the meeting by those present.  
 
Proposed by Cllr Brown          Seconded by Cllr Carlse 
 
2014/534 Matters Arising 
 
In relation to Public Question Time in the March minutes is was noted that follow up is yet to be 
conducted with Southfleet Parish Council concerning the Solar Farm at Hook Place Farm. 
 
In relation to matters discussed during the DBC Enforcement presentation in March it was noted that 
Long Valley Hall external lighting is used to illuminate the Hall exits and adequacy vis-à-vis car park 
security is untested. 
 
Concerning item 2014/525 it was noted that car parking on Main Road west bound circa St Mary 
Magdalene’s church is a continuing problem. 
 
Concerning item 2014/526 it was noted that increased hire charges for Jubilee Hall should read 
£32.00. 
 
Concerning the March report of the Highways and Lighting Committee it was noted that a copy of the 
Streetlights maintenance contract has yet to be forwarded to the Chairman. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
At the Chairman’s invitation Paul Hassell, Community Warden, presented the following report. 
 
The Hartley resident who had been the subject of repeated complaints of nuisance in Longfield had 
been taken to court by West Kent Housing and evicted within two weeks. 
 
Paul had responded to reports by a resident in Yew Tree Close of inadequate street lighting and 
concurred that units switched off by KCC were leaving the area potentially dangerous. A report will be 
delivered to the Parish Office. 
 
In respect of parking issues on Main Road Paul conveyed that a resident had informed him that DBC 
sanctioned parking with two wheels on the pavement. He cited that the act of driving onto the 
pavement itself was not legal but where no restrictive road markings are present nothing can be done 
about vehicles already parked. Cllr Patel stated that he would take the matter up with Lewis Boudville. 
 
Paul had no further information relating to incidents at the Long Valley Social Club but gave a brief 
account of the robbery at Longfield newsagents. 
 
Following a discussion about parking issues at The Chase Cllr Brown is to follow up with DBC on the 
existence of any time restrictions in that vicinity. 
 
In response to a query from Cllr MacDonald about issues with the impending closure of the Long 
Valley Hall Car Park for maintenance and repair, Paul expressed a concern about where vehicles 
might otherwise park. Cllr Carlse noted that the Parish Clerk had emailed all members a proposal to 
use the adjoining recreation area as an overflow. At this point Councillors generally debated the 
associated risks, chiefly centring on unauthorised access and dangers posed to park users by 
vehicular traffic.  
 
It was agreed that the recreation area should not be made available for parking and that the following 
measures be undertaken: 
 

 Hall hirers to be advised as soon as possible of car park closure and absence of 
alternative facility 

 Notices to be displayed in the West Shaw access road advising impending closure 

 Leaflets forewarning closure to be left on cars left in the car park and access road 
 
 
2014/535 Chairman’s Report  
 

i) The Annual Meeting is scheduled for 23
rd

 May 2014 at 7.00pm in the Long Valley 
Hall 

 
ii) To accommodate practical issues vis-à-vis the Parish Clerk’s attendance the 

Finance Committee meetings have been rescheduled to 7.00pm with effect from 
tonight. The Assistant Clerk will attend the meetings of the Highway & Lighting 
Committee which will continue to convene at 6.30pm. 

 
iii) Concerning the “reasonable cost” clause in DBC’s Letter of Authority re legal 

action in relation to unlawful occupation of land, Colin Newmarch stated in an 
email that other Parish Councils had signed without concern. He added that DBC 
act as agent in consultation and that costs would be purely to hire a couple of 
recovery trucks at around £150 a time. Cllr MacDonald remarked that, 
nonetheless, the clause was not acceptable. Cllr Patel clarified that the document 
was an agreement and not a contract therefore the Parish Council should add a 
proviso to quantify costs before signing. 

 
iv) The need for a letter box was reiterated and security concerns raised again by 

Councillors. It was agreed that a suitable secure receptacle for mail be affixed to 
the wall next to the outer door.  

 
 



 

 
Discussion about additional security for the door failed to produce consensus in 
favour but it was noted that the Social Club would be taking measures in respect 
of their cellar door. Cllr Drake acceded to a request to paint the Parish Office door. 
 

2014/536 Correspondence 
 

#24 In response to a query by Cllr Hawes’ the Parish Clerk read emails from KCC which 
highlighted confusion about the location of the problem manhole cover. Further 
investigation is required to ensure correct reporting. 

 
#3 Cllr MacDonald pointed out that the Parish Council could choose its delegates to the 

Parish and Town Council Forum. To ensure appropriate representation it was 
recommended that eligibility criteria be firmly established. 

 
The Chairman opened Public Question time at 9.00pm 
 
The one member of public present asked about current status in respect of planning applications for 
Little Acres. The Chairman reported that she and the Vice Chairman attended the appeal hearing on 
9

th
 April at which GBC had unanimously objected, as copiously reported on its website on 15

th
 April.  

The applicant has 6 months in which to appeal. 
 
In response to further enquiry about residents’ organised response to the planning Cllr MacDonald 
summarised the work of the Little Acres Action Group which had formed at the February meeting of 
the Longfield & New Barn Parish Council. The cost of joining the Action Group was stated as £50, 
which, inter-alia, entitles members to newsletters. 
 
The member of public then asked about land offered for sale by auction at Nurstead and the 
Chairman confirmed that the lot had indeed been sold to an unknown buyer subject to continued 
arable usage. It was further advised that the owner will eventually be identifiable via Land Registry 
records, with which the Parish Office may be able to assist. 
 
The Chairman closed Public Question time. 
 
2014/537 Committee Reports and Recommendations 
 
To accommodate Cllr Patel’s need to leave the meeting early the Chairman invited his report 
as Chairman of the Highways and Lighting Committee 
 

i) Highways and Lighting 
 

a) The maintenance contract with Streetlights was confirmed to be for a 3 year tenor 
and the services declared consistent with expectation. 

b) Due to outside commitments Cllr Patel declared himself unable to attend a proposed 
meeting with Lewis Boudville (DBC Highways) and Paul Colley (KCC Highways) to 
address important parking and road marking issues. An alternate could not be 
identified so an email detailing the objectives would be sent to the Parish Office. 

c) The provision of Christmas lights in the parish remains a priority and Cllr Patel asked 
that the Assistant Clerk contact DBC to ascertain if any surplus stock might be made 
available. 

d) An update regarding the Village Sign was requested. 
 
Cllr MacDonald reported problems with heavy goods vehicles mounting the village green at Longfield 
Hill and suggested that raised kerbstones might be a solution. It was agreed that this should be 
added to the KCC portal. 
 
A number of similar issues were raised by Cllr Drake at this point and it was decided that they should 
be added to the Highways and Lighting Committee agenda for May 2014. 
 
 
Cllr Patel & Cllr Perfitt left the meeting at 9.20pm 
 
 
 



 

 
 

ii) Finance and General Purposes 
 

a) Cllr Brown reported that the earlier Finance and General Purposes Committee had been 
inquorate. 

b) The new format of the agenda was noted and it was confirmed that items had been reviewed 
by those Committee members present. 

c) It was noted that additional hours worked by the Assistant Clerk since approval in March 
have thus far been primarily devoted to the Festival. 

d) It was noted that the Parish Clerk had arranged for the external auditor to visit the Parish 
Office on 29

th
 April to assist with the Year End accounting requirements. 

e) It was noted that the Parish Clerk would be attempting to align cost centres in SCRIBE (the 
accounting system) with the 2014 budget format as a prerequisite for the new financial year. 

 
iii) Development Control 

 
a) Updates concerning Little Acres had been discussed previously. 
b) Concerning Nurstead Stables Cllr Carlse had spoken to DBC earlier in the day and 

ascertained that retrospective applications for a driveway, aviary and fence were technically 
incorrect and must be resubmitted. No decision had been made on the current application. 

c) In respect of new applications reviewed by the Committee Cllr MacDonald reported that an 
objection had been raised in respect of a retrospective application ref DA/14/00402/FUL (2 
Chartwell Lane, The Chase) on Agenda 2 due to the size of the construction. 

 
iv) Longfield Festival 

 
Cllr Brown referred to the fine work being done by the Assistant Clerk and advised that 
progress was good. Unfortunately a request to host a dog show could not be accommodated 
this year but now that requirements are known it is a possibility for the future. 
 

v) Longfield Community Park 
 

a) Cllr Carlse observed that signatories to the as yet unopened Friends of Long Valley bank 
account had not been decided.  

b) The response which had been received from NALC on employment issues was described. 
 
In light of his recent experience Cllr Gay expressed a view that HMRC is intent on employers 
reporting via PAYE. Cllr Carlse summarised the current historic arrangements applicable to the case 
in question and agreed that the Parish Council must be prudent to ensure that it controls its risks in 
relation to its handling of the employment. 
 
Allocation of the various duties which continue to be undertaken by the incumbent Hall Management 
personnel was debated in an attempt to address obstacles to progress with the bank account and the 
transfer of responsibilities generally. During this Cllr Gay suggested that it might be helpful for the 
Parish Council to assign a working party specifically to the task but it was not possible to identify 
resources. At this late stage in the meeting it became clear that insufficient time was available to 
accommodate the further attention required, therefore the issue was deferred.   
 
2014/538 KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
 
No matters for this meeting. 
 
2014/539 Borough and Parish Councils Forum 
 
No matters for this meeting. 
 
 
2014/540 Dartford Borough Council – Matters to Report 
 
No matters for this meeting. 

 
 
 



 

 
2014/541 Kent County Council – Matters to Report 
 
No matters for this meeting. 
 
 
Any Other Business 
 
None. 
      
 
Forthcoming Meeting Dates 
 
 
Highways & Lighting Committee Meeting – 27/5/2014 at 6.30pm 
Development Control Committee Meeting – 27/5/2014 at 7.30pm 
Full Council Meeting – 27/5/2014 at 8.00pm 
All above meetings to be held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Meeting Closed at 21:55hrs    
 

 
Signed ……………………………. 

                                                                        
Date……………………………….. 


