
 
LONGFIELD & NEW BARN PARISH COUNCIL 

www.longfieldandnewbarnpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

  
19th Mar. 2020. 

 

 
Dear Member’s, 

 

Re: Corona Virus & cancellation of the Parish Meeting on Tuesday 24th March: 

 

The Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday the 24th of March 2020 has been cancelled due to the 

out break of Corona Virus. The Church Hall is closed for the duration and Dartford Borough 

Council are also cancelling meetings. 

 

The Parish Clerk aims to continue working from the office but shall aim to keep visitors to a 

minimum.  

 

This is to keep records up to date and to deal with any local issues that can be dealt with. 

 

We shall continue to monitor this situation and keep all Member’s informed. 

 

The papers for the March meeting are attached with a narrative from the Parish Clerk. If there are 

questions or concerns, please contact the Clerk via e-mail or telephone.  

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Mike Morgan (Clerk). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office:   1st Floor 
Long Valley Hall 
Fawkham Road 

Longfield 
Kent DA3 7QP 

Parish Clerk: 
Mike Morgan 
 
Tel/Fax: 01474 707290 
Email: longfieldparishcouncil@btconnect.com 



 

 

 

 

 

March Meeting Clerk Narrative dated the 19th March 2020, in lieu of Parish Meeting 

cancelled due to Corona Virus: 

 

 

 

Dear Members, 

 

I have attached the papers as usual for next weeks cancelled meeting.  

 

The Parish Council website has been updated and notices placed on the Parish Notice boards 

updating the community about our actions. 

 

I have attached details of the accounts and correspondence. If any member wishes to see any 

particular correspondence or invoice, please let me know and I shall get a copy to you. 

 

The Planning department are no longer sending out hard copies of planning applications due to 

the situation; when I get the electronic copies, I shall send them to the planning committee 

members. If members have any views on current or future planning applications, please let me 

know and I shall inform DBC of these. 

 

The Ash trees at The Oval that need removing due to disease are subject to a planning 

application to DBC and we await permission to remove them. 

 

The current states of the bank accounts are as follows: 

 

Parish Council premium account balance = £145,173:77 

Long Valley Hall account balance = £60,959:13 

Premium account one balance = £64,989:30 

Premium account two balance = £47,159:63. 

 

We anticipate an incoming payment of the precept in the next few weeks which will be about 

£35,000. The hall has seen many hirers cancel due to the virus outbreak so this shall lose us 

about £2-3,000:00 per month in income.  

 

We should in the next few weeks be audited internally. I have already spoken to the auditors, but 

I shall speak with them again as this may not be feasible with the current situation. 

 

The building work is as far as we know still on schedule for May. Many of the hirers have started 

removing their items and Lanbara have completed this.  

 

The streetlight that came down in the February storms needs replacing and will cost about 

£500:00. 

 

 

 



 

 

Barge Group Limited have completed the repairs to the play areas in the Community Park and 

The Oval. The invoice has been received and is slightly lower than expected at £6,453:16. 

(£1,075:53 of this is VAT we can reclaim). If everyone is content, I shall pay this invoice. 

 

Barge stated that the repairs to the sponge matting at The Oval will only last a year or two. The 

actual matting is near exhaustion and will nee full replacement in due course. Barge will if we 

agree start planning for the future and give us estimates etc if we agree to this. 

 

The Longfield Festival is looking unlikely on the 28th June. Gurvinder has highlighted that all 

events in Dartford and Gravesend have already been cancelled until July 2020. 

The Bouncy castle providers have already contacted the office to state that they are happy to give 

a full refund if the event is cancelled.  

In addition, I have been contacted by the Air Cadets Commanding Officer who tells me they 

have been told to stop all meetings and events until further notice. Therefore, she cannot 

guarantee they could attend our event at this time. 

The question is do we think we should wait and see or postpone the event for this year? I could 

look at a Firework display in November if Member’s agree to this? 

 

The Parish Council AGM date has been set for Friday the 1st May 2020 in Long Valley Hall (just 

before the work starts). Again, this depends on the current situation. 

 

Finally, KALC have advised that the current Parish Council website and many others across 

Kent and the country will cease to be provided by the providers. This is because the site is in 

need of updating to comply with various pieces of legislation. 

 

KALC sent out a list of web-site builders varying in price from about £500 to £1000. I think the 

best system is that provided by www.parishcouncilwebsites.co.uk/ and they can provide a basic 

package for £469:00. Please have a look at their website and let me know what everyone thinks. 

We need to do this by the end of July. 

 

I will try to answer everyone’s questions and pass information on. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 

Mike Morgan 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parishcouncilwebsites.co.uk/

