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Minutes of the Parish Meeting held at the Jubilee Hall, Main Rd. Longfield 

8:00pm Tuesday 25th February 2020. 

 

Present: Cllr. Jeremy Kite (Chair) Cllr. Steve Brown (Vice Chair), Cllr. Jenny McDonald, Cllr. Jan 

Denman, Cllr. Roger Perfitt, Cllr. George Holt, Cllr. Paul Denman and Cllr. Gurvinder Sander & 

Mike Morgan (Clerk).  

Apologies: Cllr. Tony Mack, Cllr. Catherine Stafford & Cllr. Mike Tamber. 

Also present: Two members of the public.  

16/2020 Declarations of interest: 

Cllr. Kite is Leader of Dartford Borough Council and member of Leigh Academy Trust. 

Cllr. Brown is a member of Dartford Borough Council, a member of the DBC cabinet and a 

member of the Development Control Board at DBC. 

Cllr. Perfitt is a member of Dartford Borough Council and the Development Control Board. 

He is also currently the Mayor of Dartford. 

 

17/2020 Minutes of last meeting: 

Addition of comments from Cllr. P. Denman on problem youths at The Oval play area and 

fact referred to Police by Clerk.  

Cllr MacDonald raised issue that there had been no discussion on changing the landscape 

services contract. It was agreed by other members that it was discussed and would be 

discussed again tonight. 

 

18/2020 Matters arising from the minutes not recorded elsewhere: 

The issue of the two diseased Ash trees at The Oval play area was discussed. The Clerk 

advised that the tree surgeons were working with DBC Planning officer as one tree may or 

may not have a tree protection order on it and one may also belong to a resident and not the 

Parish Council. The Clerk is taking steps to resolve this issue. 

 

19/2020 Chair’s report: 

Cllr Kite stated that DBC have a greed an increase to the funding for parking schemes at their 

recent budget meeting. 

 

20/2020 Correspondence files: 

No issues or concerns. 

21/2020 Public Question Time: 

Parish Clerk: 
   Mike Morgan 
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No further questions from the public gallery. 

 

22/2020 Finance: 

Examination by members of the payments and receipts of Parish Council accounts passed. 

Proposer Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr J. Denman. 

 

23/2020 Planning Applications: 

Only concerns are the two Gravesham Planning applications that border our Parish at 

Nurstead Lane Farm and Little Acres. Cllr. MacDonald has made enquiries with Gravesham 

and they have not under-taken any site visits. There is a concern about what ‘touring-

caravans’ means and the impact on traffic in the area – the road is quite narrow. Also, will 

there be a limit on the time a caravan can be sited there? 

 

Cllr. MacDonald also raised the issue that the three planning members needed to meet prior 

to the next meeting to discuss application. Agreed by members. 

 

24/2020 Allotments, Lighting & Street scenes: 

The Clerk high-lighted that there had been a couple of problems with streetlights which had 

been blown down in the storms. They had been repaired, but at the time there were 

difficulties in contacting our contractor who was on holiday and the work had to be done by 

KCC. 

There had also been a leaking water meter on the Whitehill Road allotments. This had been 

repaired, but it may be leaking again and will need further inspection by South East Water. 

There were a number of new allotment tenants on both sites, meaning that about 95% of all 

allotments had a tenant. 

 

25/2020 Grants: 

Cllr Sander has produced a draft o a new form for Grants applications to the Parish Council. 

This was accepted by the Council Member’s. 

A new application was received from St Mary Magdelene Church for £2,000 for a lock up to 

store for the toddler groups toys. Cllr Brown advised the meeting that the Church had been 

given a quote of £4,000 and were asking for half of this amount. The store would be heavy 

duty and permanent but would not require planning permission as it would replace an older 

one.  

Cllr Kite advised that we had as a Parish received £35,000 from the Church last year for land 

at Longfield Hill. Although this had no impact on the application. 

Cllr. Perfitt disclosed an interest in this matter as his wife is on the Church PCC. 

It was confirmed that the Toddlers Group are not a commercial venture and it is not a profit-

making business.  

 

Cllr. Kite asked the two members of the public for their views and they thought it was a good 

application and worthy of support.  

 

The members agreed to a grant of £2,000. 

 

 

26/2020 KALC 

Nothing to report. 

 

27/2020 Borough & Parish Council’s forum: 



Nothing to report. 

 

28/2020 Dartford Borough Council: 

Cllr Kite advised the meeting that there had been a 2% increase in local taxation which was a 

£3:68 a year rise. Half of this was to support climate change and greed agenda. 

There had been a suggestion from the Labour opposition group to a rent increase for Council 

tenants and they asked for this to be delayed for a year. This would be on average about 

£1:10 a week. They also asked for more traffic wardens in Dartford. 

 

29/2020 Long Valley Hall: 

The dates for the work to start on the hall have been agreed. On Monday 4th May 2020, work 

will start on stripping out the halls stage and kitchen. On Monday the 18th May the under-

pinning work shall start. 

Cllr Perfitt outlined that we will need extra containers as the hirers will need to store some 

items and equipment. However, these shall be held within a fenced area of the contractor’s 

site and will not be accessible all the time. Cllr. Perfitt has already started speaking to the 

hirers. 

 

Cllr. MacDonald asked about whether we are replacing the kitchen units. Cllr. Perfitt stated 

that with current project costs we should get a new kitchen as this is a once in a life-time 

process. We can also do the windows and doors and redecoration. 

 

Cllr. MacDonald asked about the hall curtains. Cllr. Kite added that these should be replaced 

as well. 

Cllr. Paul Denman asked if we should have a prioritization list to ensure we don’t run out of 

finance. Cllr. Kite agreed hat there should be a group to discuss the redecoration and 

furnishings. We will need new signage, notice boards, lighting etc. We have committed to 

keeping rental rates down post the re-opening. Cllr Kite asked Member’s to make a list of 

items/work that is required for discussion. 

 

30/2020 Longfield Festival: 

The Clerk advised the meeting on plans for the Festival. There will be food outlets, beer tent, 

WI tea/cake marquee and various attractions for children. We had planned for a 1940’s style 

jazz/swing band called the Beverley Big Band which had played at various top venues in 

Kent; however that morning the manager had advised that a major component musician had 

been taken seriously ill and could not work this year. The musician was such a component 

part that they could not easily replace him and did not want to promise to play and then let us 

down. Cllr. Sander will now seek other acts for the event. 

The Scouts have offered to provide marquees and put them up and take them down on the 

day in exchange for £250:00. It was agreed that this was acceptable. 

 

 

31/2020 Newsletter: 

The Spring newsletter has been released and is on the website, Living Next door and the 

village notice boards and in the library. To date there has only been general approval of this. 

 

32/2020 Landscaping contract: 

The Clerk presented the proposed new contract for the Landscaping services and repeated the 

issues of the past year. The new contract will, after reclaiming VAT, save the Parish £500:00. 

The number of grass cuts etc. were discussed and Member’s agreed to the new contract. 



 

33/2020 Parking scheme: 

Cllr Kite returned to the issue of parking. He asked if Member’s were happy to approach 

DBC and ask them to go ahead with looking at the parking outside the church on Main Road. 

We would have to contribute in some way to their work and the scheme. There will need to 

be a consultation and then the necessary work. This can take up to a year to complete. The 

Member’s agreed and Cllr. Kite stated he would pass the DBC managers details to the Clerk 

for this to be actioned as soon as possible.  

 

Meeting closed at 9:45pm.  

 

 

 

 

 


