
 

 
 

Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
Tuesday 25th February 2014 

 
Present:     Cllr S Carlse  Chairman 

  Cllr J Drake 
  Cllr S Gay 
  Cllr B Hawes 
  Cllr J MacDonald 
  Cllr T Mack 
  Cllr D Patel  
  Cllr M Tamber 
Cllr Z Snell 
 
Tony Quilter – Police Constable 
Paul Hassell - Community Warden, KCC 
 

 
In Attendance:  Steve House – Parish Clerk  

         Jane Tyrrell – Asst. Parish Clerk 
                    
The Chairman acknowledged the presence of members of the public eventually numbering 70 plus, 
who had begun to arrive at 19:45, these being residents of neighbourhoods around Little Acres in 
Longfield. All were affected by planning applications made to Gravesham Borough Council (GBC) in 
respect of a property close to their homes but immediately on the other side of the boundary with 
Dartford Borough Council (DBC). 

 
2014/509 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Drake declared an interest as a member of the Hall Management Committee (Longfield 
Community Hall).  
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P Gay 
Memorial Stonemason in Station Road Longfield 
Cllr Hawes declared an interest as a member of Longfield Sports and Social Club 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy and Hazelwood Nursing home and 
as owner of properties in Longfield 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master of Longfield Post Office in Station Road 
Longfield and owner of properties in Longfield 

 
2014/510 Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Brown, Cllr Kite and from Cllr Perfitt  

 
In deference to the public numbers present the Chairman stated that agenda item 3 would follow 
Public Question time but invited PC Quilter to deliver the crime report next so that he would not have 
to wait until after this item. 
 
PC Quilter reported figures for January and Cllr Patel remarked that numbers were abnormally high. It 
was explained that an increase in the category of assault was primarily responsible this being 
seasonal due to pressures experienced with people spending extra time at home together over 
Christmas and New Year. With incidence being mainly domestic and in many cases actual bodily 
harm minor the statistics looked worse on paper. Crimes totalled 23 in January but in February month 
to date only 9 and PC Quilter expressed hope that this would not increase further. 
 
1 assault in Station Road was highlighted, again a domestic as the parties involved knew each other, 
and the perpetrator was being dealt with. 
 
1 indecent exposure in Nurstead Avenue was highlighted, the culprit as yet unknown. 



 

 
Cllr Carlse asked if there was any further news concerning historic burglaries in Northdown Road but 
PC Quilter was unable to report anything at this time. 
 
Cllr Patel enquired about action in response to burglars using The Gallops for access and exit and PC 
Quilter assured that his time on the beat had been increased to facilitate greater vigilance. 
 
At Cllr Carsle’s invitation Paul Hassell said he had nothing specific to report but advised that he now 
has responsibility for Bean, Sutton-At-Hone and Hawley. He further offered to provide more 
information on an incident raised at the last Council Meeting, if required.  
 
Cllr Patel remarked on car parking on Main Road at the school and new housing development where 
vehicles partly on the pavement were causing obstruction. PC Quilter said that he can politely request 
drivers to park more considerately but cannot enforce this. He added that he would perform high 
visibility speed enforcement checks in the area in coming weeks. 
 
Cllr Patel asked whether PC Quilter could assist in obtaining road traffic accident reports for the 
Parish but was told that only those reported to the Police would be available and a Freedom of 
Information Request would have to be submitted to Kent Police Headquarters. 
 
Cllr Snell reported cars being parked on double yellow lines at the Longfield Hill chicane and PC 
Quilter pointed out that whilst he can deal with dangerous parking he cannot issue tickets and this 
should be taken up with DBC Parking Enforcement. When informed by Cllr Snell that the car owners’ 
were identifiable Paul Hassell asked for the names to be supplied to him and offered to make a low 
key approach to resolve. PC Quilter said that he would take the matter up with Parking Enforcement. 
 
Cllr Carlse thanked PC Quilter and Paul Hassell for attending and Cllr Patel added that both officers 
were doing a great job. 
 
PC Quilter continued that he had intended to introduce his new assistant Leanne Jones tonight but 
she was unable to be there due to unforeseen circumstances. This is now planned for the March 
meeting.  
 
In closing he invited the public to contact him with relevant issues, citing the Parish Website and 
Notice Boards as references for the necessary information. 

 
Public Question Time 
 
Opening the session, Cllr Carlse stated that the Parish Office had received telephone calls that 
morning concerning planning issues affecting Little Acres. It was established that no-one had been 
appointed to speak on behalf of the public in attendance. 
 
Cllr Carlse recapped that two planning applications had been submitted to GBC; 1) A storage building 
with had be notified to Longfield and New Barn Parish Council (LNBPC) by DBC before Christmas as 
an “out of boundary” application, and subsequently rejected by the latter, and 2) and a 12 Feb 2014 
application appearing on GBC’s website yesterday involving 4 pitches on a 3 acre site for family 
dwellings. Cllr Carlse stated that there were 2 existing pitches on the land, which was disputed by a 
member of public who claimed there are more. The pitches are for the owner’s children who, it was 
noted, have children of their own. GBC has not yet sent and out of boundary notification to DBC for 
application 2). 
 
The session was opened by Cllr Carlse (Chairman) advising Full Council and members of the Public 
(approx; 60 members of the public present) that a number of phone calls had been received from  
concerned residents in New Barn relating to a recent Planning Application being submitted to 
Gravesham Borough Council regarding Little Acres in Longfield Avenue, New Barn. 
 
A number of points were raised by members of the public in relation to this Planning Application to 
Council members & are summarised below; 
 
The Application appeared on Gravesham (GBC) website 12

th
 February 2014 showing 4 pitches on a 

3 acre site for family dwellings. Residents were concerned that notification from GBC had not been 
circulated to all those concerned & affected by this proposed application. As of this Council Meeting, 
the Parish Council had not been notified via Dartford Borough Council of this ‘Out Of Boundary’  
 



 

 
application. It was conveyed by Council members present that once this application was received in 
to the Parish Office, the Council would submit an Objection.  
 
Members of the public  described the current use of the site & provided a copy of a plan outlining the 
proposed additions. At this point, a number of questions were asked by Councillors including Cllr 
Carlse & Cllr MacDonald in to the current arrangements for the existing dwellings on the site. This 
was then further supported by Cllr Patel who advised that Legal Representation for the residents in 
relation to this application would be a favourable option for them to consider. Cllr Hawes additionally 
verified that as this was an ‘Out Of Boundary’ application from GBC the Parish Council would act 
where it can & indeed would convey its Objection by the required date of the 17

th
 March 2014. 

  
As the Council meeting progressed, the overwhelming feeling of the residents was their continual 
frustration & dismay that their views, concerns & right to live in a rural community to which they had 
purchased their properties before this site was developed had not been considered or monitored by 
GBC. Council members appreciated the concerns & frustrations that residents had conveyed & 
reassured them that their worries were shared by members present.  
The Public Session drew to a close with residents agreeing to form a group, co-ordinated by a 
number of 3 – 4 residents to oversee the submission of Objection letters to GBC.  
 
(NB: A fuller transcript of the above debate is held by the Parish Office.) 
 
21:45 Cllr Patel departed the meeting. 

 
2014/511 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 28

th
 January 2014 were circulated and approved 

as an accurate record of the meeting by those present.  
 
Proposed by Cllr Tamber          Seconded by Cllr Drake  
 
2014/512 Matters Arising 
 
None. 
 
2014/513 Chairman’s Report  
 
Thanks to Cllr Gay were noted for moving the planters in Station Road. 
 
2014/514 Correspondence 
 

#14  Cllr MacDonald advised that DBC invite 1 member to attend Joint Transportation    
Board meeting on 4

th
 March 2014. Cllr Carlse asked those interested to inform the 

Parish Office. 
 

#20  Cllr Tamber suggested picking up the RHS Britain in Bloom theme at the Festival and 
further recommended a horticultural feature in Station Road. Cllr Carlse urged 
members to give this some thought in preparation for the March Meeting. 

 
2014/515 Committee Reports and Recommendations 
 

i) Finance and General Purposes 
 

a) Receipt and approval of receipts and payments for February: 
 
Proposed: Cllr Drake  Seconded: Cllr MacDonald 
 
 

b) Noted approval of Assistant Clerk’s holiday by Cllr Carlse, Cllr Hawes, Cllr Brown (by 
previous circulation) and Parish Clerk. 

 
ii) Development Control 

 
Cllr MacDonald summarised applications reviewed. 
 
 



 

 
iii) Highways and Lighting 

 
Recommendations to be carried forward to March Meeting. 

 
iv) Longfield Festival 

 
Noted that the meeting held on 17

th
 February showed preparations to be advancing well. 

 
v) Longfield Community Park 

 
a) Ramp for disabled access – further liaison with DBC required to ensure that the work 

proposed by quotes received to date comply with planning regulations. 
 

b) Car Park repairs – noted that an estimate of £12K has been advised by DBC for complete 
resurfacing. 

 
Cllr Drake commented that any money spent on the Community Hall would not be wasted in view of 
the imminent dissolution of the Trust and consequent loss of charitable status. In response Cllr Carlse 
assured that proper control would be exercised in the disbursement of the funds.  
 
Cllr MacDonald noted that the dissolution of the Trust would mean loss of Business Rate exemption 
for the Hall. Cllr Carlse reminded that it was the Trust itself that decided to discontinue so LNBPC is 
responding to a situation not of its own making. 
 
Cllr Carlse confirmed that Witness Statements in respect of the current Accident Claim were sent 
today to the Insurance Company’s Assessor. 
 
2014/516 KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
 
Cllr MacDonald advised representatives from Thames Water spoke at the last meeting and  that draft 
minutes will follow. Minutes will be available next month. 
 
2014/517 Borough and Parish Councils Forum 
 
No representatives present. 
 
2014/518 Dartford Borough Council – Matters to Report 
 
No representatives present. 

 
2014/519 Kent County Council – Matters to Report 
 
No representatives present. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
None. 
      
 
Forthcoming Meeting Dates 
 
Full Council Meeting - 25/3/14 @ 8:00pm 
Finance Committee Meeting – 25/3/14 @ 6:30pm 
 
All above meetings to be held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Meeting Closed at 10:10pm    
 

 
Signed ……………………………. 

                                                                        
Date……………………………….. 


