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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 22nd February 2011 
 

Present:     Cllr J Kite  Chairman  
    Cllr J MacDonald 
               Cllr M Tamber 
    Cllr J Drake 
    Cllr R Hawes 
    Cllr S Grainger 
    Cllr P Stevens 
    Cllr A Bassam 
                      
In Attendance: Tina Russell   Parish Clerk 
    PC Tony Quilter 
 
1 member of the public in attendance 
    
2011/16 Declarations of Interest:   
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Dartford Borough Council Executive and 
Leader of DBC, Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford and Governor of Leigh 
Technology Trust 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association. 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master at Longfield Post Office, Station Road. 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as proprietor of Hazelwood Nursing Home, Brickfield Farm 
and Hodgsons Pharmacy, Station Road. 
 
2011/17 Apologies for absence:  
Apologies were received from Cllr Brown, Cllr R Perfitt (Commitment),  
 
2011/18  Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 25th January 2011 have been 
circulated and all those present agreed them as an accurate record of the meeting, after the 
following amendments: 
 

a) The addition of Cllr S Brown being present and Maria Morgan, Assistant Clerk in 
Attendance. 

b) Cllr Patel’s declaration of interest to be amended to read Main Road. 
c) 20011/11 i, d) to be deleted 
d) 20011/11, ii c) to be amended to read, Cllr MacDonald raised the issue of the 

containers…… 
 
It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 25th January 
2011. 
 
2011/19  Matters Arising:   
2011/9  The footpath on The Gallops, has now been reinstated within the law, but is 
not very user friendly. A tractor has run a wheel run up it to define the footpath. Members felt 
that a letter should be sent to Langmeads Farm, stating that although technically the 
footpath is reinstated,  it is not very user friendly and community minded. It should also be 
pointed out that the ground has now been destabilised and every time there is rainfall it 
leaves mud following down onto the Main Road.  The land lord should also be contacted to 
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make them aware that it is not a trivial matter. Contact with the relevant PRoW officer should 
also be maintained. 
 
2011/11 ii) b) Planning application to rear of flats at 67-97 Station Road:  Cllr Perfitt did 
investigate this matter, and established that the car park spaces do not belong to the shops, 
but to the landowner of the developable land.  In terms of access, the plan shows there is 
suitable access for the users of the shops.  The fire exit issue would only concern the new 
application.  Members asked that Cllr Perfitt investigate the Fire Exit arrangements for the 
existing shops. 
 
2011/11 ii) c) Nurstead Avenue, Little Acres, DBC had given permission for the six 
containers and mobile home.  Mrs Lidster (DBC) had not been aware that there were 
objections and that Cllr Perfitt had written in to object.  There had been no consultation 
because it is not within this borough.  Gravesham had an obligation to consult with residents. 
Gravesham Borough Council are looking at this application and how it has been dealt with.  
Cllr Kite will take up the issue and talk to Barbara Lister and will report back at the next 
meeting. 
 

a) RESOLVED to confirm the date of the Annual Parish Assembly to be held in 
Thursday 12th May 2011 in the Jubilee Hall at 7.00pm. 

b) Members discussed the preparation of the distribution of the Annual Report – 
previous experience finds that distribution should be 2-3 weeks before the meeting.  
It was reported that the Town & Country Post distribution is now dealt with by the 
Post Office and that this should be researched further.   Chairman of the Council’s 
Committees were reminded that their reports will need to be produced soon. 

 
2011/20  New Barn East Vacancy - The Chairman asked if Sandra Carlse was 
interested to stand as the member for New Barn East, and if so was happy to Propose her 
for co-option.  Sandra handed out a short resume for members to read.  Cllr Grainger 
Seconded, all in favour. 
 
2011/21  Community Policing Report – PC Tony Quilter 
The Chairman welcomed back Tony Quilter to the parish.  PC Quilter explained that after 
serving for 5 years as PCSO he left to go through police training, and is at present still in 
training and was pleased to have been successful in his application as the new Beat Officer 
for the parish. To date he has made a couple of arrests for vehicle crime, and has been 
dealing with poachers on the Langmeads Farm and there will be ongoing observations to 
target this.   
 
PC Quilter is pleased to be back and asked what the Parish Council require of him when 
reporting to the meeting.  He is happy to attend any meetings but if not required he will be 
out on the beat protecting the houses in the parish. 
 
The Chairman stated that it is nice to have him back now with full powers to make a 
difference to crime in the parish. 
 
PC Quilter asked if there were any issues in particular; Cllr Drake mentioned the attitude of 
double decker bus drivers in Fawkham Road. 
 
Cllr Patel saw two van drivers on mobile phones; PC Quilter stated this was targeted last 
week and tickets were issued for mobile phones, speeding and seat belts. 
 
PC Quilter left the meeting at 8.30pm 
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2011/22  Chairman’s Report: 
The Chairman recently visited Longfield academy, and the building works are coming along 
well and the achievements of the records are getting terrific results, which for the first time is 
an over subscribed school.  Still due to open on time with  occupancy in July/August.  In a 
few weeks time members will be able to go on site for a tour, and Cllr Kite will arrange this 
for the summer before it opens. 
 
2011/23  Correspondence: 
The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was RESOLVED to 
note correspondence received during February 2011. 
 

a) Cllr Bob Hawes would like to attend the KALC Planning Training Day – but 
unfortunately it is already fully booked.  The Clerk will pursue this. 

b) Members noted that Cllr Grainger had submitted a letter to confirm that he would not 
be in a position to stand for re-election in May.  The Chairman stated that members 
are not obliged to do this, but Cllr Grainger expressed that it was a matter of 
courtesy. 

c) Cllr Grainger said that he may in the future submit a document which collates the 
information on the Parish Plan. 

 
 
2011/24 Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 

i) Finance and General Purposes: 
a) Receipts and Payments for February 2011 were circulated as Appendix i and 

members RESOLVED to approve all Receipts and Payments. 
b) Cllr MacDonald questioned the presentation of the draft payments in its current 

format and its unavailability prior to the meeting. Cllr Bassam felt that this format had 
been used for many years by the Council and is perfectly suitable. 

c) The mandate from Barclays Bank was presented to members to resign so that Tony 
Butler and John Gouldsmith could be removed as signatories.  
 

ii) Development Control: 
a)  Cllr Stevens delivered a verbal report of the recommendations of the meeting of 

the Development Control Committee held on 22nd February 2011 (appendix ii).  It 
was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Development Control 
Committee.  

b) Members would like to invite a DBC Development Control Officer to attend a 
parish council meeting to explain the new legislation in planning law. 

 
iii) Highways & Lighting Committee: 

a) Minutes of the Highways & Lighting Committee held on 2nd February 2011 were 
circulated to members and it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings 
and the recommendations contained therein be received and where necessary 
approved and adopted.  The following amendments were made prior to approval 
i) The addition of Cllr Stevens being in attendance. 
ii) Item 5 should read “Mr Arnold is unhappy”. 

 
b) Village Parking improvements- Jacobs Consultation: Letters had been sent 

out by Jacobs to businesses and statutory bodies and that a week later letters 
went out to Essex and Kent Road and Fawkham Road.  Members agreed that a 
presentation of the results from Jacobs should be made at the Annual Parish 
Assembly.   It was RESOLVED to wait for feedback from Jacobs and ask them to 
produce a notice for inclusion on the notice boards with the timetable of the 
consultation process. 
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iv) Grounds and Environment Committee: 
a) RESOLVED to note that the meeting of the Grounds and Environment Committee 

scheduled for 15th February 2011 was not quorate and was adjourned. 
b) RESOLVED to note that the council awaits feedback from Clifton and Co for the 

independent valuation. 
c) RESOLVED to note that the next Pinden Liaison meeting will be held on Wednesday 

23rd February 2011 at 2.00pm and that Cllr Grainger will attend. 
d) Cllr MacDonald questioned the cost of planting of planters in village, this information 

was available at the meeting. 
 

v) Longfield Community Park/Pavilion Project 
a) RESOLVED to note the date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st March 2011 at 

7.30pm in the Longfield Community Hall Committee Room. 
 

2011/25 KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
Cllr MacDonald and the Clerk attended the meeting held on Thursday 10th February 2011 in 
the Jubilee Hall, Main Road. 
 
Cllr MacDonald reported that it was a long agenda, and there was an invitation to suggest 
someone to attend the Royal Garden Party.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman were not 
present at the meeting.  Cllr MacDonald did feel the meeting was a waste of time. 
 
Date of next meeting on 30th June at 7.30pm Swanscombe & Greenhithe TC. 
 
2011/26 DAPTC 
Members had been circulated the draft document “Voting Procedure for election of 
parish/town council representative to Dartford Borough Council’s Standards Committee and 
Joint Transportation Boards” for comments: 
 
Members have seen the paper several times and it was RESOLVED that they were happy to 
go with the general consensus of other parishes. 
 
2011/27 Longfield Festival - Sunday 3rd July 2011: 
a) To note the date of next Festival Meeting to be held on Tuesday 29th March 2011.  

 
Date of next meeting Tuesday 22nd March 2011 at 8.00pm 
 
Meeting closed at 9.50pm 
 

Signed………………………………………… 
 

Date……………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


