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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 23rd November  2010 
 

Present:     Cllr J Kite  Chairman  
    Cllr J MacDonald 
               Cllr M Tamber 
    Cllr R Perfitt  
    Cllr J Drake 
    Cllr R Hawes 
    Cllr S Grainger 
    Cllr D Patel 
               Cllr P Stevens   
 
     
In Attendance: Tina Russell   Parish Clerk 
    One member of Public  
    
2010/431 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Dartford Borough Council Executive and 
Leader of DBC, Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford and Governor of Leigh 
Technology Trust 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association and 
interest in the Longfield Hill Mission Hall. 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master at Longfield Post Office, Station Road. 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as proprietor of business in Station Road 
 
Cllr Perfitt declared an interest as member of DBC Development Control Board. 
 
Members introduced themselves to the newly elected member. 
 
2010/432 Apologies for absence:  
 
Were received from Cllr Brown. 
 
 
2010/433 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 26th October 2010 have been 
circulated and all those present agreed them as an accurate record of the meeting, after the 
following amendments: 
 
2010/416: Cllr S Brown’s declarations of interest were removed as he was not present at the 
meeting. 
 
2010/417:  Cllr S Brown’s apologies for absence were added as received. 
 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 26th October 2010. 
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2010/434 Matters Arising: 
 
Cllr MacDonald questioned if those present can validate minutes for a meeting they were not 
present, the Chairman stated that it was a valid observation but that it was in order. 
 
Cllr Stevens informed members he was still awaiting a letter from DBC confirming there is to 
be no further action regarding the complaint against him.  The Clerk informed members that 
an email copy of letter had been received in the parish office from DBC and that Cllr Stevens 
copy must be in the post. 
 
The clerk reported that Jane Deane would not now be helping out in the parish office until 
the new assistant is in post. 
 
2010/435 Community Policing Report  
The clerk informed members that PC Gemma Pawley had now left the parish and had 
moved to another area, and that we are still awaiting the appointment of a new beat officer. 
 
Regular written reports are received in the parish office by PCSO Sheron Reece and these 
are circulated to members on a regular basis.  PCSO Sheron Reece has informed the clerk 
she will be in attendance at the next parish council meeting in December.  
 
2010/436 New Barn East and New Barn West Vacancies and Elections 
 
The Chairman reported that the time for closure came and went and there had been no 
nomination for New Barn East Ward, and as there was only one candidate for New Barn 
West Ward there was no need for election.   
 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr Bob Hawes for the New Barn West Ward and looked forward 
to working with him and Cllr Hawes duly signed his Declaration of interest and Acceptance of 
Office in the presence of the Proper Officer. 
 
Cllr Hawes introduced himself to members and explained his interest in the Community Park 
Project, which had drawn him to stand for office. 
 
Cllr Grainger asked if the New Barn East Ward was going to be filled; the Chairman agreed 
there is a capacity to co-opt.    Suggestion that Sandra Carlse be contacted to send her CV 
to the parish council  and attend the next meeting. 
 
2010/437 Chairman’s Report: 
They will be going through budget process at KCC in January and £340 million pounds 
needs to be saved, with 15% in year one.  There are clearly going to be issues on services.  
Dartford in a better position as they have already trimmed their cloth so are already running 
efficiently, and should not see any cuts this year. 
 
2010/438 Correspondence: 
The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was RESOLVED to 
note correspondence received during November 2010. 
 
Cllr Macdonald wished the letter from Cllr Butler received 28th October 2010, be read out.   
Cllr Grainger saw no benefit of the letter being read as Cllr Macdonald had already seen a 
copy and that the point should now move forward as the matter had been covered well in the 
previous meeting of October. 
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2010/439 Longfield Community Park/Pavilion Project: 
 
Chairman asked members if they are happy to move public question time to now to allow 
contribution from member of the public. All members present were in agreement. 

a) Cllr Grainger asked if restrictions on application were usual, chair believes that the 
officers at DBC would have had to take into account the views of stakeholders and 
residents.  Use of all weather pitch being used for sports only, most probably to 
prevent Boot Fairs or commercial activity.   
 
Members noted the successful planning application for the Longfield Community 
Park development, from Dartford Borough Council. 
 

b) After some discussion it was agreed that negotiations should be had with Roger 
Sedgley to ensure that the final payment includes any further works incurred to 
overcome any restrictions that have been put into the planning application that may 
need to be revised in the future. Members agreed that Part 16 Landscaping should 
be part of the architects committed fee.   These would need to be discussed by the 
new Community Park Development Committee and that Roger Sedgley is invited to 
attend these meetings in the future.  
 

RESOLVED to make the final payment of £7,050 to Alexander Sedgley. 
 

Further consultation is needed with as many stakeholders as possible to ensure this is what 
community want.  Firstly need to set up meeting and have initial discussion with 
stakeholders and the suggestion is that the committee may choose to pursue other 
considerations with regard to the whole community park site and buildings on it. 
 
Ted Deacon member of public:  project far too big for the village and there are several issues 
relevant to the resident of West Shaw which need to be addressed.  JK would hope to spend 
the money wisely and would hope to recoup the benefits to the community. JK has a 
genuine desire to invite everyone along and listen to both sides of the considerations.  JK 
says the critical point will be the funding. 
 
RESOLVED to set up sub committee, invite stakeholders and hear what invited members 
have to say and that ideally the initial meeting should before Christmas.   
 
2010/440 Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 

i) Finance and General Purposes: 
 

Receipts and Payments for November 2010 were circulated as Appendix i and members 
RESOLVED to approve all Receipts and Payments. 
 

ii) Development Control: 
a)   Cllr Stevens delivered a verbal report of the recommendations of the meeting 

of the Development Control Committee held on 23rd November 2010 (appendix 
ii).  It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Development 
Control Committee.  

b)       The Development Control members discussed producing a letter to send to 
DBC, following a member resigning who felt she was wasting her time because 
the committee’s comments are regularly over ruled by DBC, even though they 
have all attended a meeting with DBC. They will ask for a reply from DBC as to 
why they don’t agree with parish councillor’s decision. 
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iii) Highways & Lighting Committee: 
 

a) Salt/Bag donation from KHS: the letter from KHS has been circulated to 
members regarding the free bulk bag of salt.  It has been approved that this parish 
council be allocated a  bag and the clerk has started researching possible contractors 
to distribute the salt during icy/snowy conditions.  Nigel Sims has been approached 
to submit a quotation for the storage and distribution.   
 
RESOLVED to agree in principle to allocate up to £500 for the  distribution and 
storage of one tonne of salt donated by KHS and that the Clerk and Chairman make 
the decisions to implement this. 
 

b) The quotation from Jacobs for the consultation fees was discussed and it was 
RESOLVED for additional costs of £315.89 to be approved and Jacobs instructed to 
implement the consultation process for the village traffic improvement scheme. 
 
It was also noted that the KCC Member Highways Grant application had been 
approved and that up to £40,000 has been allocated towards the project.  

 
 

iv) Grounds and Environment Committee: 
 
a) Minutes of the Grounds and Environment meeting held on 2nd November were 

circulated and it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting and the 
recommendations contained therein be received and where necessary approved and 
adopted. 
 

b) Cllr Brown noted that his apologies had not been recorded for the Minutes of the 
Grounds and Environment Meeting held on 2nd November and that his Declarations 
of Interests needs to be removed as he was not present. 
 

c) Members discussed the condition of the planters in Station Road and RESOLVED to 
spend £200 per planter per year for fresh planting and maintenance, and that they be 
tidied and planted up for Christmas.  Cllr Patel expressed concern that the planter 
outside of his shop be low planting, so not to obscure his shop window. 
 

d) The recommendation to increase allotment rents was discussed fully and following a 
vote it was RESOLVED to have no increase for pensioners and an increase of £1per 
rod for all other allotment tenants in 2012.  Notifications need to be sent out in 
January 2011. 
 

e) Longfield Hill Mission Room – the report of the meeting held on 10th November 
2010 with Robert Wickham, Howard Sharp & Partners and Keith Porter, Church 
Warden had been circulated and it was RESOLVED to note the report of the 
meeting. 
 

f) Long Valley Trustees meeting on Wednesday 7.30pm in parish office.  Alex Jordan 
is the new Chairman.  Cllr Grainger will go back to the Trust to establish its role.  
There was a request to have a presentation, from a member of the Trust, as to  
explain how the Trust, the Hall Management Committee and their connection with the 
Parish Council functions,  and what is their role and to whom are they accountable. 

 
2010/441 Longfield Festival - Sunday 4th July 2010: 
 
a) To note the date of next Festival Meeting to be held on Tuesday 11th January 2011.  
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2010/442 KALC:  
 

a) Cllr Macdonald reported on the KALC AGM on Saturday 13th November at 9.45 am 
and members noted her verbal report.  

. 
 
 
Date of next meeting Tuesday 21st December 2010 at 8.00pm 
 
Meeting closed at 10.16pm 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………………… 
 

Date……………………………………. 


