
LONGFIELD & NEW BARN PARISH COUNCIL 
www.longfieldandnewbarnpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 
 

Minutes of the Parish Meeting held at the Jubilee Hall, Main Rd. Longfield 

8:00pm Tuesday 28th January 2020. 

 

Present: Cllr. Jeremy Kite (Chair) Cllr. Steve Brown (Vice Chair) for 2nd half, Cllr. Jenny McDonald, 

Cllr. Jan Denman, Cllr. Roger Perfitt, Cllr. Mike Tamber, Cllr. Catherine Stafford, Cllr. George Holt, 

Cllr. Paul Denman and Cllr. Gurvinder Sander & Mike Morgan (Clerk).  

Apologies: Cllr. Tony Mack, 

Also present: Thirteen members of the public.  

1/2020 Declarations of interest: 

Cllr. Kite is Leader of Dartford Borough Council and member of Leigh Academy Trust. 

Cllr. Brown is a member of Dartford Borough Council, a member of the DBC cabinet and a 

member of the Development Control Board at DBC. 

Cllr. Perfitt is a member of Dartford Borough Council and the Development Control Board. 

He is also currently the Mayor of Dartford. 

 

2/2020 Water Board issue at Whitehill Road allotments.  

Cllr. Perfitt advised the meeting that there had been a leaking pipe at the allotment, which we 

had called a plumber out to. The relatively new smart meter was poorly fitted, and the Clerk 

was in the process of getting the Water Board to attend and deal. The tap had been turned off 

by our plumber to prevent a waste of water. 

 

3/2020 Minutes of last meeting: 

There was clarification on the Chair’s report regarding the flooding issues in Gorsewood 

Road. This is currently being investigated by Cllr Kite who has spoken with Langafel School 

and the Diocese. Cllr Kite has some finance to assist in the repair work, but this will also 

need further finances from another party. Discussions continue regarding this. 

Proposed as a correct record by Cllr. Perfitt and seconded by Cllr. Sander. 

 

4/2020 Matters arising from the minutes not recorded elsewhere: 

Traffic meeting on the 7th of January 2020….. 

Cllr. Holt outlined that three Councillors had met to discuss this matter. There was a need to 

find a new system for the area as some people were taking advantage and causing problems 

for residents. This is especially the case outside the Parish Church on Main Road. There are 

people who use the church and we have spoken to them and they would like this issue 

addressed. 

Parish Clerk: 
Mike Morgan 

 
   Tel: 01474 707290 
   Email: longfieldparishcouncil@btconnect.com 
 
 

 Office:   1st Floor 
Long Valley Hall 
Fawkham Road 

Longfield 
Kent DA3 7QP 

mailto:longfieldparishcouncil@btconnect.com


Cllr. Kite added that this is not a full Parish issue and the Parish Council can only refer and 

ask Dartford Borough Council (DBC) to examine these issues. If we do change things it can 

cause displacement and that would lead to blanket restrictions, which we cannot do. DBC can 

also not afford to do this and to enforce it. In addition, this could drive businesses away from 

the village. For along time the Parish Council did not intervene until the issues with Kent 

Road and Essex Road, when the residents asked us to do so. The upshot was we consulted on 

a scheme covering these roads and Fawkham Road. The result was the current parking 

scheme. The main ‘driver’ was the fact that many of these residents did not have off-road 

parking of their own. 

 

We want to consider a short time period when you cannot park outside the church. This will 

prevent commuters leaving their cars there all day.  

Ian Baruch (member of the public) stated that he worked on parking and other traffic matters 

across the UK. He said, “You need to look at more than outside the church, but to look at 

other areas and displacement”.  
Cllr. Kite replied that the community needed to buy into this, and we need 50%+ agreement. 

One lady in Essex or Kent Road spent time going from door to door to get support but 

couldn’t get 50% support. He added that the Parish need to start by looking at the problems 
outside the church and the amount of space to be investigated, we would then look at any 

displacement that caused and any further issues.  

Ian Baruch added that the conditions for much of the length of Main Road all the way to the 

schools were the same, and this needs reviewing, as well as the constant online 

complaints about The Chase Parking. 

 

Ian Baruch added that Social Media is now a bit of a petition. There are costs and the 

company you are mentioning (consultants) are one of the most expensive. We cannot have 

too many schemes as there are not enough enforcement officers. We know this causes 

displacement it causes problems in one road for waste services attending to take rubbish. 

Also, the people who are parking here are not bringing money into the area. 

Cllr. Kite added that many come from Sole Street station as there is no parking. As a Parish 

Council we don’t have a remit, but we are happy to refer this to DBC. We have to be careful 

in our village as we could lose businesses and could become a ghost village. 

Ian Baruch stated that if we had no parked cars there could then be speed issues.  

Cllr. Kite than asked Ian, “If you were the Chair, what would you do?” 
Ian Baruch replied that we are not a big village- we need to look outside the school and down 

towards Langafel school. They are into Northdown Road and Whitehill Road too. 

Cllr. Kite stated there was nothing to stop someone doing a survey, we as a council are 

prepared to accept a petition or approach regarding this. 

In the past the Parish Council had a look at bollards and a one-way system in the centre, but it 

nearly fractured the council with no support from most residents.  

Stephanie Fuller (member of the public) asked, “When you put the Kent and Essex Road 

restrictions in, what were you hoping to do with the drivers?” 
Cllr. Kite replied that we wanted them to use the station car park. What I will commit to is 

that I want a consultation covering all the way down to the school at Langafel. 

The discussion continued about restrictions on both sides of Main Road and bollards to 

prevent pavement parking in Station Road. The bollards were discounted as businesses want 

deliveries outside their stores. 

 

5/2020 Chair’s report 

Nothing to report. 



 

6/2020 Correspondence files: 

Item 20 it was pointed out is from the Church suggesting a parking free zone between 9-

10am. This was noted. 

 

7/2020 Public Question Time: 

No further questions from the public gallery. 

 

8/2020: Long Valley Hall: 

Cllr Perfitt explained that quotes were now in from SBL Builders for the work as follows: 

Underpinning (agreed at last meeting) was £109,282:80 + VAT which we are exempt from. 

Other work (to be agreed tonight) is £73,130:85 + VAT which we are exempt from; Making 

a total of £182,413:65. 

 

Flooring which will be similar to the current floor is additional. It was agreed that the 

windows and door should be double-glazed, and the hall will need decorating and insulating 

with cladding on the outside. The kitchen should also be considered for replacement. Cllr. 

Perfitt it was agreed shall get estimates for this extra work.  

 

Cllr. Stafford asked how long this will extend the current hall’s life. 

Cllr. Perfitt said it would probably be as long as the current hall has been in use. 

Cllr. Stafford asked why other quotes were not obtained for this additional work and Cllr. 

Kite said it had been previously agreed that SBL would continue as project manager.  

Members agreed to the addition stripping out, flooring, containers and extra work to go ahead 

as above. All agreed unanimously.  

 

Cllr. Perfitt added hat there was a tentative start date for the work of the 1st of May.  

Cllr. Kite asked Cllr. Perfitt to speak with the builders tomorrow and arrange a start date and 

we can then tell the hirers. 

 

One member of the public mentioned that the heaters are not fit for purpose.  

Cllr. Kite replied that they were industry standard- the problem was the hall and the need for 

the remedial work that was about to be under-taken. The old heaters are no longer 

ecologically sound, and we cannot get spare parts. 

 

9/2020 Finance: 

Review of the past two months payments and receipts. No questions. 

Cllr. MacDonald asked about the Hall Manager being reimbursed for phone calls when 

handling the hall bookings. It was agreed she should record these and pass them to the Clerk 

with the receipt for any ‘top-up’ phone cards for repayment. 

 

10/2020 Budget for 2020-2021: 

Review of the proposed budget from the Clerk. 

Cllr Kite stated that the Council Tax shall remain at £27:80 a 0% increase for the next year. 

Cllr. MacDonald asked if we should add a small amount for the hall work? 

Cllr. Kite stated that we already have the money with £350,000 in funds. 

Cllr. MacDonald then asked about money for a new car park? 

Cllr. Kite said we will keep managing our finances well and fund these initiatives. 

Budget agreed by all members. 

 



11/2020 Planning Applications: 

The only objection was to the planned development at Nurstead Stables as there was no 

detailed information in the application and it is on Green Belt land. As such, this is an 

overdevelopment. Agreed by members submission to be made to DBC planning by the Clerk. 

 

12/2020 Ash trees at The Oval park: 

The Clerk updated members that two mature Ash trees on either side of the pathway into the 

park had been examined by Keven Wyatt tree surgeons and found to be heavily diseased with 

Ash Die Back. As such they need felling. There may be Tree Preservation Orders on them, 

and Mr. Wyatt was liaising with DBC Planning. We anticipate a quote to remove the trees 

which will be difficult and shall require a cherry picker etc. The Clerk shall update members 

in due course. 

Cllr. Kite asked that local residents be advised by letter of this matter. 

 

13/2020 Allotments, Lighting & Street scenes: 

No issues. 

 

14/2020 KALC 

Nothing to report. 

 

15/2020 Borough & Parish Council’s forum: 

Nothing to report. 

 

16/2020 Dartford Borough Council & Kent County Council: 

Nothing to report 

 

17/2020 Longfield Festival 

Cllr. Kite is away on the 28th June 2020. Cllr. Stafford and another member shall form a 

committee for the Festival. 

 

18/2020 Landscaping Contracts: 

The Clerk high-lighted that there had been a number of complaints that the current 

contractors were not cutting the park hedges back, cutting the grass, or putting pesticide on 

the pathway. It was agreed that the contract that ends in February shall not be renewed and 

the Clerk shall examine other options for contractors and report back next month.  

 

19/2020 Newsletter: 

Clerk to update and e-mail to members for consideration. 

 

20/2020 Problem Youths at The Oval, New Barn: 

Cllr Paul Denman raised the issue of youths gathering in the evening and causing a 

disturbance. The Clerk will pass this on to the police and local PCSO. 

 

Meeting concluded at 10:44pm. 

 


