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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
 

Tuesday 27th January 2015 
 

Present: Cllr S Carlse - Chairman 
Cllr S Brown – Vice Chairman 
Cllr S Gay 
Cllr J Drake 
Cllr J Kite 
Cllr T Mack 
Cllr Z Snell 
 
PC Tony Quilter, Dartford Community Safety Unit 
PCSO 56555 Linda Down, Dartford Community Safety Unit 

 
In Attendance:  Ian White – Parish Clerk 
 
                          
2015/001: Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and Member of 
Cabinet at DBC.   
 
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner of Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P Gay 
Memorial Stonemason in Station Road, Longfield 
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Directors of the Leigh Academy Trust, as Executive 
member and Leader of Dartford Borough Council, as Chairman of the Precept Authority for Dartford 
Borough Council and as member of KCC and Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford. 

 
 

2015/002: Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Patel and Cllr Tamber. 
 
No apologies were received from Cllr Perfitt.   

 
 
2015/003:  Report from PC Tony Quilter: 
 
PC Quilter began by saying that he intended to make more regular visits to the Council meetings. If 
he was unable to attend then PCSO Linda Down would be an alternative. 
 
PC Quilter stated that before Christmas there was an increase in burglaries in the Parish area, 
particularly in New Barn. Individuals would arrive at houses in a car, break windows to gain access 
and then ransack the house. No forensic evidence was left after these burglaries although it had been 
possible to identify the car in question. This vehicle was stopped in London and the car had items 
from burglaries occurring in Meopham although with no forensic evidence it was difficulty to associate 
the four people arrested with the New Barn break-ins. These four are on bail while investigations 
continue, but it is likely they will eventually appear in court. 
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In recent weeks houses in New Barn have also been victim of cold callers whereby an individual will 
call at a house, if there is no response he will go to the rear of the property and break-in. In the most 
recent incident, the home-owner was at home but did not answer the door. The individual broke in 
and the home-owner confronted him. The burglar has not been back to the area. 
 
Since Christmas, PC Quilter was pleased to report that crime-related incidents had been relatively 
low. Shop-lifting in Longfield has dropped significantly and PC Quilter highlighted the case of the Co-
Op following their re-vamp whereby this has deterred prolific shop-lifters. 
 
Lloyds Pharmacy has also been targeted given the shop now has two entrances. PC Quilter has 
spoken with the manager and it has been agreed that when there are only two members of staff 
present, then one of the doors will remain closed. 
 
On Wednesday 28 January 2015, PC Quilter is having a meeting with other representatives from the 
Co-Op chain and he will be recommending that other branch stores adopt the layout of the Longfield 
Co-Op in order to deter shop-lifting. 
 
PC Quilter is liaising with Paul Hassell, Kent Community Warden, and advised that Paul Hassell had 
no major issues apart from the littering of the legal high canisters in the Long Valley Hall car park and 
the nature reserve. PC Quilter explained that the purchasing of these canisters in not an offence and 
although the Government are looking into the matter of ‘legal highs’ if PC Quilter caught anyone 
‘dumping’ them, he could only arrest them for littering.  
 
If anyone has any concerns, then they should contact PC Quilter. 
 
Cllr Drake raised a concern regarding the parking on Whitehill Road and he stated that he believed it 
was becoming dangerous. Cllr Drake then cited two incidents. The first had been a ‘hit-and-run’ and 
the second where a car had turned upside down and crashed into the allotments. Cllr Drake asked 
why there had been no police incident report on either of these two accidents. 
 
PC Quilter answered that if the accident was a ‘non-injury’ accident then it is not considered a police 
reportable offence. The only time the police would get involved is if one party refuses to give their 
insurance details following an accident. In the case of the ‘hit-and-run’, this would be classed as a fail 
to stop and should have been reported by the person who was hit. 
 
In Cllr Drakes opinion, the ‘hit-and-run’ incident should have been a police offence. 
 
PC Quilter could not comment as he was unaware of the issue. 
 
There then followed a general and lengthy discussion regarding the widening of Whitehill Road and 
the need for more double yellow lines. 
 
Cllr Carlse bought the discussion to an end and thanked PC Quilter and PCSO Down for their 
attendance. PC Quilter and PCSO Down left the meeting. 
 
Cllr Gay also left the meeting. 
 
 
Public Question Time: 
 
There were three members of the public in attendance and Cllr Carlse therefore asked if there were 
any questions. 
 
Two members of the public were in attendance as they had submitted a planning application and 
were interested to see the workings of the Parish Council meeting. 
 
Cllr Snell knew of the planning application and advised the applicants that there were no objections 
from the Parish Council. There were initial concerns regarding the access points to the property but 
this had been satisfactorily resolved. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
A question was raised regarding a planning application that had been submitted to remove two 
Hornbeam trees from a residential property. The questioner wanted to know whether these would be 
replaced. Cllr Snell advised that this is always part of the Parish Council response whereby any 
removal of trees needed to be replaced. 
 
On 21 January 2015, the Parish Office received a letter from the Manager of Longfield Country 
Market concerning the loss of two card stands from Long Valley Hall. A question from a member of 
the public concerned this letter and asked what action the Council was going to take and would the 
Council be prepared to pay for replacements. Cllr Kite answered that the Hall Management 
committee would not have taken insurance cover for individual items left within the hall. Cllr Snell 
stated that anyone who used the hall did so entirely at their own risk and this would include any 
property bought into or used in the hall.  Cllr Snell suggested that a sign be placed on the hall notice 
board stating that if anyone had seen or inadvertently taken these stands could they be returned.  
 
Cllr Kite again stated that there is no insurable interest for hirers bringing items into the hall and 
suggested that a circular be sent out with all invoices stating that items bought into the hall is entirely 
at the owner’s risk.    
 
A final question from a member of the public concerned the fact that there are no up-to-date minutes 
of any committees or full Council meetings on the Parish Website and would this be rectified. All 
Councillors agreed this must be rectified and Cllr Carlse stated that the updating of the website is still 
a priority. Cllr Carlse advised that minutes of all Committees are available from the Parish Office. 
 
Two members of the public left the meeting. 
 
 
2015/004: Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 16

th
 December 2014 were circulated and 

approved as an accurate record of the meeting by those present with the following qualifications; 
 

1) Cllr Snell asked whether there had been any quotes received for the replacement of the 
Parish Office door. The Parish Clerk advised that the person who fitted the Sports and Social 
club security door had been to measure up, but a written quote had still not been received. 
Action: To be followed up by the Parish Office.  

 
It was moved that the minutes be approved. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Brown Second: Cllr Drake 
 
 
2015/005:  Matters Arising: 
 
Cllr Snell wanted to update the Council as to the latest position on the Longfield Cutting works at 
Longfield Hill. The traffic lights had now been removed, but there remained a concern regarding the 
road over the bridge in the direction toward Meopham. Cllr Snell and the Parish Clerk had both 
contacted Network Rail with regard to placing a traffic calming barrier on the corner before 
proceeding over the bridge to avoid any possibility of vehicles missing the turning and falling onto the 
railway line. The Health and Safety Executive had also been informed. Cllr Snell had received a 
telephone call from Carol Barnes at Network Rail who confirmed the matter was in hand and they 
were looking at building a permanent edging at this spot. This matter is currently being reviewed. 
 
 
2015/006: Chairman’s Report: 
  

1) The Parish Office had received an email dated 19 January 2015 from NALC requesting the 
Council to submit nominations to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party later in the 
summer. Cllr Kite nominated Cllr Carlse and her husband. Action: The Parish Office will 
follow-up. 

 
 
 
 
2015/007: Correspondence:  



 

                            
Item 9: Cllr Snell asked about the Trees in The Village competition. The Parish Clerk advised Council 
that this was open to all Parishes and if there was an interest then Longfield and New Barn Parish 
Council could nominate any and/or all trees within the Parish. No further action to be taken. 
 
Item 16: This relates to the quarterly readings taken by Stephen Bush in relation to structural 
movement of the north wall of Long Valley Hall. Cllr Kite asked whether Friends of Long Valley should 
now take responsibility for this. Cllr Carlse advised that Stephen Bush was only originally hired to 
undertake four readings covering all seasons and it was suggested by Cllr Carlse that an invitation be 
extended to Mr Bush to provide either a written report of his findings or to attend the next Council 
meeting to provide a verbal report. Action: The Parish Office to follow-up. 
 
Item 28: This refers to a refund from Susan Head in relation to an original invoice paid in 2009 
regarding Longfield Hill Mission Hall. Cllr Kite stated that this was a refund from the original payment 
and not an overpayment being returned. 
 
It was moved that Correspondence be approved. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Brown Second: Cllr Snell 
 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 
2015/008: Finance and General Purposes 
 

i) Resolved to receive and approve the Receipts and Payments for the period 17
th
 

December 2014 and January 2015. These were approved.  
 

ii) Resolved to recommend and approve the 2015/2016 budget. This was reviewed and 
agreed during the Finance Committee held earlier in the evening. The full minutes are 
available separately. The budget was approved and agreed by full Council. 

 
  

2015/009: Development Control 
 
Cllr Snell then delivered her report of the Development Control Committee held earlier in the evening 
detailing the agreements and objections raised earlier. 
 
 
2015/010:   Highways & Lighting Committee 
 
Nothing to report. However, Cllr Carlse asked whether the draft minutes of the Highways and Lighting 
Committee held on 16 December had been sent to the Chairman of the Committee for approval. The 
Parish Clerk advised they were sent on 18 December 2014 but would send again. 
 
 
2015/011:   Longfield Festival 
 
Cllr Snell advised the Council that she had been reviewing the financial figures for the 2014 festival 
and believes there is the possibility to cut-back on expenditure. There is also a need for a separate 
balance sheet and this could be simplified using Excel. Cllr Snell is also concerned with the amount of 
work that is required and the impact this would have on the Parish Office. Cllr Kite suggested that 
organisations within the Parish could be approached to try and establish if they would be willing to 
offer physical and financial support. Cllr Carlse asked when the first festival meeting would be 
arranged and Cllr Snell replied that she was looking at the beginning of February. 
   
 
2015/012:   Longfield Community Park  
 
Nothing to report 
 
   
2015/013:   KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
 



 

No meeting was held therefore there are no issues to discuss. 
  
 
2015/014:   Borough and Parish Councils Forum 
 
Cllr Kite attended the most recent meeting but only to give a presentation. Therefore there are no 
issues to discuss. 
 
 
2015/015:    Dartford Borough Council – Matters to Report 
 
Cllr Kite advised that as there were elections later this year, there was little to report from Dartford 
Borough Council (DBC). However, DBC has been looking at the overall Borough and Parish plan in 
particular with regard to green open spaces and parks. Cllr Kite advised that it is the intention of DBC 
to protect these spaces and notices stating this, have been placed near or on the open spaces and 
parks. Cllr Kite reiterated that it was the Councils objective to ensure the Preservation and Green 
Protection notices were adhered to. 
 
Cllr Kite than advised that he did not believe DBC would be raising the Council Tax for residents, but 
KCC could increase theirs. He was unsure as to the Police Commissioners budget. 
 
Cllr Snell asked whether Dartford was going to be part of London. This was based on television 
reports the previous week. Cllr Kite replied that this was an idea raised by a lecturer at the London 
School of Economics and DBC would not support this. DBC wanted to defend the ‘green belt’, 
remove people from the housing list and to focus on the needs of local people. In Cllr Kites opinion, 
there was no need to be part of London in order to achieve this. Cllr Kite had been asked to issue a 
statement regarding this issue and he stated that Dartford is in Kent and always will be. 
 
Cllr Drake mentioned the road entrance to the Long Valley Hall and Sports and Social club car park 
whereby vehicles have been driving over the edges of the corners due to vehicles being parked 
opposite the entrance and this was damaging the kerb. Cllr Kite mentioned that he still had monies 
available in his ‘members fund’ and perhaps some of this could be used to place large boulders on 
the corners to protect the kerb and edging. It was further suggested that at the next Village 
Enhancement Committee meeting (due 24 February 2015) the matter of how to utilise Cllr Kites 
‘members fund’ be placed on the agenda.   
 
Cllr Snell advised Council that Dartford Borough Council (DBC) dustcarts had been driving over the 
Longfield Hill Green damaging the edges. Cllr Snell had taken photographs of the damage and sent 
them to DBC suggesting they pay for the repairs. 
 
 
2015/016:   Kent County Council  
 
Cllr Kite stated there was a county-wide library review taking place in order to try and secure the 
future of libraries. There was a need to try and find a way for members of the public to return to and 
start using libraries again. Cllr Kite said there was information regarding this review available of the 
KCC website. 
 
The Council then went ‘in-camera’ and the last member of the public left the meeting. 
 
Date of next Village Enhancement Committee Meeting - Tuesday 24

th
 February 2015 at 7:00pm 

at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of the next Development Control Meeting - Tuesday 24

th
 February 2015 at 7:30pm at 

Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of the next Full Council Meeting - Tuesday 24

th
 February 2015 at 8:00pm at Jubilee Hall, 

Main Road. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.10pm.  Signed ……………………… Date……………. 


