
 

 
 

Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
Tuesday 28/th January 2014 

 
Present:     Cllr S Carlse  Chairman 

  Cllr S Brown  Vice Chairman 
  Cllr J Drake 
  Cllr J Kite  
  Cllr J MacDonald 
  Cllr D Patel  
  Cllr M Tamber 
Cllr Z Snell 
 

 
In Attendance:  Steve House – Parish Clerk  

         Jane Tyrrell – Asst. Parish Clerk 
                    
2014/498 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and 
Member of Cabinet at DBC.   
Cllr Drake declared an interest as a member of the Hall Management Committee (Longfield 
Community Hall).  
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy and Hazelwood Nursing 
home and as owner of properties in Longfield 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master of Longfield Post Office in Station Road 
Longfield and owner of properties in Longfield 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Directors of the Leigh Academy Trust and as 
Executive member and Leader of Dartford Borough Council and as a member of KCC Kent 
County Councillor for Rural Dartford 
 
2013/499 Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr S Gay Cllr B Hawes and from Cllr Perfitt   

 

 
2013/500 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 17th December 2013 were circulated 
and approved as an accurate record of the meeting by those present.  
 
Proposed by Cllr Snell          Seconded by Cllr Brown   
 
2013/501 Matters Arising  
 
Cllr Snell gave an account of damage caused by a refuse lorry to the green at Longfield Hill 
which she had previously reported to the Parish Office via email. 
 
In relation to the query raised by a member of public in December’s meeting concerning 
footpath DR210 Cllr MacDonald advised that the Parish Office had been given relevant 
plans and correspondence and now awaits the definitive map from DBC to ascertain if 
anomalies still exist. Cllr Kite remarked that planning approval may have legitimately 
dissected the footpath leaving unusable sections. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
2013/502 Chairman’s Report  
 
Cllr Carlse began by noting for the record her thanks to Paul Glanfield, Area Warden for 
Wildlife Trust, West Sevenoaks, and Dave Bennett of DBC for the good work done by 
participants in the “Payback” scheme in clearing rubbish from the Long Valley nature 
reserve. 
 
2013/503 Correspondence 
 
Cllr Kite queried the current status in respect of various issues raised by Jenny Roberts 
relating to Long Valley Hall. The Assistant Clerk advised that requests in respect of car park 
repairs and the new pedestrian access ramp had been referred to DBC. with additional 
comment by Cllr Carlse as follows: 
 
New ramp for disabled access – an email had been sent by the Parish Office to DBC 
advising of the proposed alteration.  
 
Cllr Patel queried the latest status in respect of faulty street lights in Main Road and the 
Assistant Clerk advised that repairs remained outstanding. 
 
2013/504 Committee Reports and Recommendations 
 

i) Finance and General Purposes 
 

a) Cllr MacDonald queried £39.99 charged to the Councillor Training cost centre and it 
was confirmed that this related to the purchase of the NALC publication “Local 
Councils Explained”. 

b) Cllr Carlse remarked on the absence of a figure for Clerk’s salary and it was 
explained that it had not yet been possible to complete processing in this respect. 

 
Receipt and approval of receipts and payments for January: 
 
Proposed: Cllr Brown  Seconded: Cllr MacDonald 
 
A discussion was opened on the 2014 Budget proposal contained in the Finance pack. 
 

c) Cllr MacDonald was concerned that the composition of values stated for the cost 
centre codes was not clear and gave several examples in support of this. Cllr Brown 
explained that the current cost centre code conventions within SCRIBE (the Parish 
Office Bookkeeping System) did not translate readily to the budget format. The 
Parish Clerk elaborated that although SCRIBE had been certified fit for purpose and 
reconciled by the Accountant in October 2013 there are anomalies with the cost 
centre set up and inconsistencies with attribution. He added that it should be noted 
that activity since October had not been reconciled. Notwithstanding line by line 
inaccuracies he was aware of no reason to doubt the reliability of SCRIBE reporting 
at a higher level. 

d) Cllr MacDonald queried the sufficiency of provision for costs in relation to the 
maintenance of Long Valley Hall whereupon Cllrs Kite and Patel opined that this was 
a capital expense matter and not relevant to a revenue budget. 

e) Discussion turned to the phasing out of the Section 136 grant and Cllr Kite explained 
that this discretionary item was never intended to be built automatically into budgets. 
He went on to opine that he felt that the 2014 budget increase of 2.82% should be 
brought back to 2% in line with inflation. 



 

 

f) Cllr Carlse and Cllr Patel defended the increases to highways and lighting expenses, 
respectively. 

 
g) Cllr Kite reinforced a more general view that better reporting and management 

information were key objectives for the future. 
 
It was resolved to approve the 2014 budget. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Patel  Seconded: Cllr Drake 

 
 

h) Approval was sought in respect of an invoice in the sum of £280.50 for grass cutting 
and tidying services provided by a member of the public at Longfield Hill green, and 
for similar services to continue in 2014. 

 
Proposed: Cllr Patel  Seconded: Cllr Tamber   
 

i) Approval was sought for payment of £29 being 2014 subscription to the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England. A discussion was prompted by Cllr Kite about whether or not 
the aims of CPRE were entirely compatible with those of the Council, for example in 
respect of the “Option C river crossing”, the successful support of which would give 
rise to detrimental traffic outcomes in the borough. Cllr MacDonald made a similar 
case in relation to landfill initiatives and Cllr Drake questioned whether this Council, 
as members of CPRE, would have greater voice in opposition. 

 
Action Point: Parish Office to investigate the merits of CPRE membership.  
 

ii) Development Control 
 
Cllr MacDonald summarised applications reviewed in the earlier 28th January 
Development Control Committee meeting and reported that there were no 
objections. 

 
iii) Highways and Lighting 

 
a) Cllr Brown reported that he had handed petitions and questionnaires relative to 

Parish traffic and parking issues to Louis Boudeville the Transport Engineer at DBC. 
 

b) Cllr Patel urged that the matter of road traffic accidents occurring at the “S” bend 
close to Station road near Hartley, as referred to in the December meeting, should 
remain on the agenda to ensure that preventative action is taken. Cllr Kite 
commented that the causes of the accidents require further investigation to 
determine precisely what, if any, action is appropriate. 
 
Action Item: Cllr Patel requested that KCC be consulted so that particulars and 
statistics can be established. 

 
c) Cllr MacDonald commented that the disabled access outside Lloyds pharmacy is 

obstructed by the Essex Road sign. 
 

Action item: Parish Office to raise the issue with KCC Highways. 
 

d) Cllr Patel enquired about the availability of extra salt in parts of the Parish most at 
threat from extreme weather and the provision of information to the public in this 
respect. Hickory House was specified in this respect whereupon Cllr Kite remarked 
that the salt was not to be monopolised by businesses. He went on to inform the  



 

 
 
 

members that DBC would be providing “at risk” residents with salt bags this winter, 
as it has in recent years. 

  
iv) Longfield Festival 

 
Clifton & Co has offered Longfield Parish Council advertising space for the Festival 
on a Jazz Festival/Sporting Events Calendar it is sponsoring. This would be at a cost 
of £200 being 1/3 share of the price of the available space and 12,320 copies of the 
calendar are to be circulated locally. Cllr Kite queried the price of a page in Town & 
Country and it was observed that a discount might be obtainable at this stage in the 
year. 

 
v) Longfield Community Park 

 
a) Cllr Carlse reported on a meeting about the future stewardship of the Long Valley 

Hall attended by herself, Cllr Kite, M Nash and J Walker on 27 Jan. It has been 
decided that a new management body will be established entitled Friends of Long 
Valley Hall (FoLVH) comprising 3 Councillors, 3 Hall Management Committee 
members and 1 invited non-voting observer. Additionally Cllr Carlse would be 
Chairman and hold the casting vote on behalf of the Council. A new and separate 
bank account is to be established in the name FoLVH also under the control of the 
Council. Ultimately the HMC and the Hall Trust Committee, which is registered with 
the Charities Commission, will be disbanded but until that time it is intended that the 
funds currently held by the latter will be fully disbursed in the normal proper running 
of the Hall. 

 
Cllr Kite felt that the proposed arrangements will enhance the smooth running of the 
Hall. In keeping with the new structure he felt that the Hall Caretaker should become 
an employee of the Council, although Cllr Carlse suggested that self-employed 
status might be another option. Cllr Kite also stated that in order to keep the Hall 
available primarily for the benefit of Longfield and New Barn the members of the 
FoLV should be resident in the Parish, expect for the honorary post of Treasurer. He 
summarised the rationale for the constitution and emphasised that the Council has 
financial control. 

 
b) Cllr Drake emphasised that the HMC is anxious for progress in relation to the new 

pedestrian ramp at the Hall. Cllr Carlse confirmed that DBC had replied to the Parish 
Office email of 28 Jan and that a detailed application would be required.  

 
Action point: Parish Office to ensure that all quotations and plans are provided 
by the Hall Management Committee for onward transmission to DBC.  
 
Moving on to the other outstanding issue of car park repairs, Cllr Carlse stated that 
Andrew Hall of DBC is to revisit the site to quantify the requisite work and estimate 
costs.  

 
c) Cllr Drake reported that a car stolen in Fawkham Rd had been taken initially to the 

Long Valley Hall car park and that the Police had questioned the absence of CCTV 
coverage on this site. In response to Cllr Carlse’s comment that it is an unresolved 
cost versus benefit issue Cllr Drake said that the matter should be pursued. Cllr Kite 
voiced scepticism about the value of CCTV since it often does not provide adequate 
evidence for legal action nor is it a proven deterrent. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Cllr Kite at this point referred back to the discussion about Long Valley Hall and asked the 
Chairman to call for a vote on the establishment of a new bank account, subsidiary to the 
Parish Council account, in the name of Friends of Long Valley. 
 
Carried unanimously by show of hands. 
 
2013/505 KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
 
Cllr MacDonald advised that representation at meetings was to be restricted to a maximum 
of 2 members per council and further confirmed that she had reported Longfield and New 
Barn Parish Council planning procedures to KALC as requested. 
 
Cllr Kite remarked that some of the items on the KALC agenda appeared to have 
questionable value vis-à-vis Parish Council objectives and asked whether members might 
have more influence over content, a point concurred with by Cllr Carlse and Cllr Patel. 
 
Cllr Kite cited Section 136 and contingencies for flooding as examples of relevant agenda 
items and Cllr MacDonald called for members’ input generally. 
 
2013/506 Borough and Parish Councils Forum 
 
Cllr MacDonald advocated that the Joint Transportation Board should have more Parish 
Council representation with voting rights. Cllr Kite advised that DBC pay £10k membership 
and that it would be acceptable for Parish Councils to increase membership if paid for.  
 
Cllr MacDonald and Cllr Kite discussed the relative merits of the DAPTC versus the Clerk’s 
forum, in terms of representation and admissibility. 
 
2013/507 Dartford Borough Council – Matters to Report 
 
Cllr Kite reported that the Section 136 grant has been split 50/50 with half paid as part of the 
precept and half held in a bidding fund. Cllr Patel suggested that Longfield and New Barn 
Parish Council might apply in relation to Christmas lights or a village sign and asked for 
details of the bidding process. Cllr Kite advised that bids would be reviewed in April and 
December and that purposes must not be the Councils’ normal business. Capacity building 
and capital projects were more germane to the fund. 
 
On other matters Cllr Kite advised as follows: 
 

 This is the fourth year that DBC have achieved a 0% increase in Council Tax.  

 The switch of refuse bins involving 40,000 units at the end of 2013 had been 
successful. 

 Improvements to the recycling service are being investigated. 
 
2013/508 Kent County Council – Matters to Report 
 
Cllr Kite reported as follows: 
 

 KCC response to flooding problems has been poor. 

 Following the KCC announcement that the Special Educational Needs school at 
Darenth Valley Hospital is to be closed DBC has negotiated a stay of execution for 1 
year during which the facility must prove it’s value. 

 KCC Council Tax is up by 1.9%. 

 The Arriva Freedom Pass scheme has been adjudged too expensive and 
restrictions, e.g. a maximum of 350 journeys per person per annum, are being 
investigated. Cllr Snell remarked on the traffic ramifications if young people journey  



 

 
 
via their parents’ cars and Cllr Kite reiterated that the scheme’s cost, at 
approximately £14 million per year, is unsustainable. 

 
Any Other Business 
 
Cllr Drake criticised the relocation of the postal collection depot to Hartley and Cllr Tamber 
stated that the reasons for not using the Longfield post office were not known to him. Cllr 
Kite informed that the Post Office offers a service whereby items can be re-delivered at a 
cost of £1. 
      
 
Forthcoming Meeting Dates 
 
Full Council Meeting - 25/2/14 @ 8:00pm 
 
Highways & Lighting Committee – 25/2/14 @ 6:30 pm 
Finance Committee – 25/3/14 @ 6:30pm 
Development Control Committee – 22/4/14 @ 7:30pm 
 
All above meetings to be held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Meeting Closed at 10:00pm    
 

 
 
Signed ……………………………. 

                                                                        
Date……………………………….. 


