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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
Tuesday 22nd July 2014 

 
Present:     Cllr S Brown Vice Chairman 

  Cllr T Mack 
    Cllr J Drake 

  Cllr D Patel  
  Cllr S Gay 
  Cllr Z Snell 
  Cllr Hawes 
 
  1 Member of the Public   

 
In Attendance: Jane Tyrrell – Assistant Parish Clerk  
 

 
2014/577 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and 
Member of Cabinet at DBC.   
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy and Hazelwood Nursing 
home and as owner of properties in Longfield  
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P Gay 
Memorial Stonemason in Station Road Longfield 
Cllr Drake declared an interest as a member of the Hall Management Committee. 
 
2014/578 Apologies for absence:  
Apologies were received from Cllr Tamber and Cllr Carlse who had other commitments. No 
other apologies were received.  

 

2014/579 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 24th June 2014 were circulated and 
approved. It was noted that a sentence at the bottom of page 2/top of page 3 had dropped 
off during printing so Members would receive an email version for their records. 
 
This was proposed by Cllr Drake and seconded by Cllr Patel. 
 
Noted to email Members the Minutes from June’s meeting. 
 
 
2014/580 Matters Arising  
 
Cllr Mack asked when the village sign at New Barn would be re-painted.  The sign blends 
into the trees as it is black and it is suggested it is re-painted white as the horse is, to ensure 
it stands out. 
 
Noted to obtain a quotation to re-paint the sign. 
 
Cllr Snell asked about the village sign for Longfield Hill that had been promised at a previous 
meeting by Cllr Kite. 
 
Noted to speak to Cllr Kite to see if funds are available for another sign. 
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2014/581 Chairman’s Report  
 
Cllr Brown explained that he was acting as Chairman in Cllr Carlse’s absence.  
 
He explained to Members that interviews had taken place for a new Parish Clerk and that 
second interviews would probably be held. However, they had also decided to extend the 
deadline on the advert appearing on the KALC website until the 18th July 2014. 
 
He confirmed that with Cllr Carlse, they had gone into the Parish Office following the 
recommendation at last Council meeting but were unable to achieve what they had intended 
as the office had been left in a fairly disorganised way.  They do intend to re-visit the office 
again over the next few weeks especially as the Assistant Clerk will be on holiday and the 
office will be unmanned. 
Cllr Mack suggested getting a Locum in and Cllr Brown said this was a suggestion that had 
been considered. 
Cllr Patel agreed it was a good idea to go into the office.  
 
Cllr Brown then explained that this year especially, it was noticeable how much office time 
was spent on The Longfield Festival and he wanted to re-think the way The Festival is 
organised to reduce the impact on the office. 
 
Cllr Brown advised members that Cllr Carlse had attended a Pinden Meeting where she had 
been given some plans for proposed new equipment that would form part of a future dated 
Planning Application.  Members looked at these documents but were unable to establish 
what exactly Pinden would be applying for i.e. Whether it would be new equipment and 
whether that equipment would need housing and if it would be housed in a new or an 
existing building.  The Assistant Clerk pointed out that it is worth checking that a new 
Planning Application does not arrive while she is away and therefore, the Parish Council 
misses the opportunity to comment on it. 
 
Noted for Cllr Brown/Cllr Carlse to monitor new Planning Applications received until 
the Assistant Clerk returns on 13th August 2014.  
 
Finally several members commented on Pinden lorries driving too fast in the village.  It was 
suggested that all members be vigilant and to report any instances to the Parish Office with 
vehicle details to be passed on to Pinden.  Cllr Drake also mentioned that Pinden staff were 
still parking in Fawkham.  Again, it was suggested to obtain vehicle details. 
 
Noted for Members to monitor Pinden lorries for possible speeding/staff parking. 
 
2014/582 Correspondence 
 
Item no 8 Part Night Lighting – Cllr Brown asked if members had received any complaints 
about this and it was noted that one complaint had been received via the Parish Office to 
date. 
 
Item no 30 – Traffic Lights at Longfield Hill – Cllr Hawes had looked into this initially and it 
was agreed that Cllr Snell and Cllr Mack would look into this again and report back to the 
Parish Office. 
 
Noted for Cllr Snell and Cllr Mack to follow up regarding the traffic lights. 
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Item No. 20 – Risk assessment review.  Cllr Patel had suggested that each Committee 
Member should take responsibility for each part of the Risk Assessment. 
The Assistant Clerk explained that this was urgent, in particular the Financial Risk 
Assessment as this forms part of our Audit. 
 
Noted for Chairmen to review and re-assess the current Risk Assessment. 
 
2014/583 Public Question time opened at 8:25pm 
 
A lady introduced herself as a new resident in Fawkham Avenue, New Barn and explained 
to the Council that she had concerns with the play equipment at The Oval, in particular a 
bench.  She understood that the equipment would be reviewed as part of our annual 
ROSPA report but she had concerns for children’s safety in the meantime.  Members agreed 
that it was essential to secure this area to prevent any possible accidents. 
 
Noted that Cllr Snell offered to secure the bench in question with netting. 
 
Noted for the Parish Office to obtain list of approved Contractors from Dartford to 
complete the repairs. 
 
 
The lady also mentioned the possibility of drug use around The Oval area and it was 
suggested my Members that she contacted Pc Tony Quilter or Paul Hassell if she has any 
concerns, getting vehicle details if at all possible. 
 
Noted to give out PC Tony Quilter and Paul Hassell contact details. 
 
Finally, she asked if any Members had attended the Paramount Presentation and no-one 
had visited as yet. 
 
 
2014/584 - Election of Committee and representatives 
 
As there were several members missing, it was decided that this matter would be put back 
to September.   
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations 
 
Before each committee was discussed, Cllr Patel asked why Grounds & Environment had 
been dropped from the Agenda and despite the explanation that there was no sub-
committee, Members agreed that it made sense to keep it on the Agenda as there are still 
issues to be discussed under that header. 
 
Noted to add Grounds and Environment Committee back on to the Agenda 
 
2014/585 Finance and General Purposes 
 
Cllr Brown asked Members if anyone had queried the increased charge of £2.00 for the 
Festival Car Park and it was noted that no-one had. 
 
Cllr Gay noted from the Payments sheet, that we are still paying for a mobile ‘phone bill in 
the office.  When does that contract run out ? 
 
Noted to investigate the current mobile contract expiry date and advise Members. 
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Cllr Patel queried the payment item number 73 to S. E Medical and it was explained that this 
was for First Aid cover for The Festival. 
 
Cllr Patel also explained the necessity to review The Longfield Festival in terms of impact on 
the office and on the Assistant Clerk. 
 
Cllr Mack suggested that the Assistant Clerk should get an ex-gratia payment for the 
additional work for the Festival. 
 
Cllr Gay asked if he could speak regarding a local project.  He explained to Members that 
the Church wanted to be more involved with the village and that they were looking to set up 
a non-religious group for this.  Cllr Gay had offered to be a Member as had the Assistant 
clerk. 
Members then suggested that this group could be the solution to the drain of resources in 
the Parish Office for the Festival and that perhaps the Church and these new members 
could assist ? 
 
Cllr Gay also mentioned that the Vicar has asked for help from the Parish Council in 
suggestions to close the road for the Remembrance Day Service. 
Members discussed the pros and cons of this but agreed it needed further investigation. 
Cllr Patel asked for this to be added to the Highways Agenda. 
 
Noted to speak to KCC Highways about this idea and ask Hartley Clerk for advice. 
Noted to add this to the Highways Agenda. 
 
 
2014/586 RESOLVED to receive and approve the Receipts and Payments for June 2014 
Proposed by Cllr Mack 
Seconded by Cllr Drake 

 
2014/587 Development Control  
Cllr Snell gave a verbal report from the earlier meeting.  Members also suggested 
monitoring the Pinden Application. 
 
Noted to ask Cllr Carlse to find out when Pinden application is likely to be received. 
 
2014/588 Highways and Lighting 
Cllr Patel explained that no meeting had been held but an application had been submitted 
for funding for a traditional village sign. 
He advised Members that there was another accident in Hartley on the ‘S’ bends at the 
weekend and that he had concerns with overgrown vegetation in the Parish. 
Cllr Drake asked if Cllr Patel was still investigating the yellow lines at Whitehill Road and Cllr 
Patel explained that he was trying to organise a meeting with Paul Colley (KCC) and Louis 
Boudeville (DBC) and this was one of the items to be discussed.  He also explained that he 
intends to discuss the parking problems on the Main Road outside The Chase. 
 
2014/589 Longfield Festival 
Nothing to report. 
 
2014/590 Longfield Community Park  
Members asked if the plans were still valid or had expired. 
 
Noted to investigate if the current plans were still in date. 
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Cllr Drake pointed out several of the problems with the current hall – roofing, drainage etc 
and stressed that this needs to be reviewed.  Cllr Hawes explained that the Parish Office 
had arranged another survey of the building and were awaiting the findings. 
 
Noted to chase Target Fixings for their report. 
 
 
2014/591 KALC – Dartford area committee – No members present. 
 
2014/592 Borough and Parish Councils Forum – meeting was held at DBC on 1st July 
2014 but no Members present had attended. 
 
2014/593 Dartford Borough Council 
 
Cllr Brown advised members that  “Shakespeare in the Park” was a success and the 
Dartford Festival was taking place this weekend. 
 
2014/594 Kent County Council – No member present. 
 
Date of next Highways and Lighting Committee 
Tuesday 23rd September at 6:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of next Development Control Committee 
Tuesday 23rd September at 7:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of the next Full Council Meeting 
Tuesday 23rd September at 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Meeting Closed at 9.25pm    
 

Signed ……………………………. 
 
 

                                                                       Date……………………………….. 
 

 


