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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on Tuesday June 28, 2016 
 

Present: Cllr S Brown  
Cllr S Carlse 
Cllr T Mack 
Cllr D Patel 
Cllr R Perfitt 
Cllr S Perfitt 

  Cllr Z Snell 
Cllr C Stafford 

  
2016:253 Declarations of Interest:  
 
Cllr Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Board and Cabinet Member at Dartford Borough 
Council. 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy, Smartmove homes Ltd, Lifeline Health Ltd and owner of 
properties in Longfield. 
 
2016:254 Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received an accepted from Cllr Kite, Cllr Sandher and Cllr Tamber. 
In the absence of Cllr Kite, Cllr Brown chaired the meeting. 
 
2016/255:  Minutes of the Meeting  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on May 24, 2016, were approved as an accurate record. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Carlse and seconded by Cllr S Perfitt. 
 
2016/256: Matters Arising: 
 
Mission Hall, Longfield Hill.  It was reported that the hall had been sold and that the new owners wanted to carry out a 
programme of re-instatement and repair. Councillors stated that an easement would be required for some of the work. 
Action Point:  It was agreed that Cllr Kite be asked to instruct the parish council solicitor to make further inquiries. 
 
Cllr Patel joined the meeting at 8.10pm 
 
 2016/257: Chairman’s Report 
 
Cllr Brown said that he would like to thank everyone who had helped to make the recent Longfield Festival such a 
success, in particular Cllr Snell and Cllr Carlse. 
 
2016/258: Correspondence: 
Item 4: Main Road Parking. 
A resident in Studley Road had raised the issue of parking on that pavement in Main Road. Cllr Browne said that he had 
raised the matter with PCSO Linda Downs. 
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Action Point: It was agreed that a letter be sent to Kent Highways reporting residents’ concerns and asking what action 
KCC intended to take. 
It was also suggested that the local bus companies be approached to see if they could put pressure on KCC to provide 
boxes at bus stops to prevent other vehicles parking there. 
 
Item 9: Traffic speed in Hartley Road. 
An e-mail had been received from a resident concerned about speeding in Hartley Road. 
Action Point: It was agreed that the e-mail be forwarded to Kent Highways. 
 
Item 13: Query about providing water supply. 
A letter had been received from the new owner of the wood yard in Whitehill Road. He wanted to organise a water supply 
for the site and had been advised that a trench might be needed across council land. 
Action point: It was agreed that the parish council solicitor to asked to advise on a possible easement across council 
land. 
 
Public Question Time 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
It was agreed that the current committee membership continue for the coming year. 
 
2016/259  Finance and General Purposes 
 

a) Recommendation to receive and approve the receipts and payments for June 2016 
Agreed to approve the receipts and payments for June 2016. 

 
Proposed by Cllr Snell and seconded by Cllr Thornhill. 

 
b) Parish Office Staffing. 
Following the resignation of the former assistant clerk with effect from June 3. Councillors said that it was vital for the 
role of Parish Council Clerk to be advertised as quickly as possible. A job description was available, and it had been 
agreed that the post would be for 18 hours a week. 
Action Point: Cllr Thornhill to draw up a draft advert and forward it to Cllr Brown. Advert to be displayed on parish 
notice boards and the council website. 

 
2016/260 Development Control 
  To review the planning applications received in June 2016 
 
Cllr Stafford gave a report on the Development Control meeting held on June 28, 2016. 

 
2016/261 Lighting, Street Scenes and Allotments Committee  
 

a) Outdoor fitness equipment 
Cllr Snell had obtained details of outdoor gym equipment from a Kent-based company. The cost of purchasing and 
installing five pieces of equipment at The Oval would be £13,620 plus VAT. 
Cllr Brown said that Dartford Borough Council had recently purchased outdoor equipment at Central Park.  
Action Point: Cllr Brown to obtain further information about the suppliers of the DBC equipment. 
b) Picnic Bench at The Oval 
Cllr Carlse declared an interest in this item and did not take part in the discussion 
Two quotes had been obtained for repairs to the picnic bench but they were considered unacceptable. It was agreed 
that a quote be obtained from New View for the work. 
c) Repair of Play Equipment at The Oval 
Two residents had highlighted a problem with a piece of equipment at The Oval. Councillors felt the matter needed to 
be dealt with as a matter of urgency as it was a Health and Safety issue.  
Action Point: A specialist firm had been approached for a quote and it was agreed that details be e-mailed to 
councillors, and that Cllr Thornhill be authorised to accept the quote, subject to councillors’ comments. 
d) Benches 
Funding was still available for two benches, but siting was proving to be problematic. 
Action Point: Cllr Snell agreed to approach business in Station Road to ask if the benches could be sited in front of 
their properties. 
 



 

e) Lighting.  
Action Point: It was agreed that Mr K Bonner be invited to a future meeting to discuss future requirements for street 
lighting in the parish. 
f) Allotments. 
Cllr Thornhill said that he proposed to organise a meeting with allotment holders when various matters would be 
addressed, including possible modifications to metal poles at the Nurstead Lane site. 
g) Overgrown verges. 
Action Point: It was agreed to contact KCC regarding overgrown verges in various locations, in particular the 
junction of Station Road and Hartley Road, and Whitehill Road.  Councillors said that drivers did not have a clear view 
because the areas were overgrown, and this created a potential danger at these busy junctions. 

 
2016/262 Events and Grants Committee 
No report. The committee had not met since the previous parish council meeting. 
 
2016/263 Longfield Festival 2016 
 
Cllr Snell gave a report on the recent Festival. It was the 14

th
 year of the festival and Cllr Snell said that it had been well 

attended. She had received both positive and negative feedback, and intended to hold a wash-up meeting in the near 
future. Final figures were still awaited, but she was confident that the Festival would be in credit. More volunteers would 
be needed next year for the event to go ahead, and it was suggested that an outside organisation, such as the Scouts or 
Longfield Academy, might want to take it on. It was suggested that next year’s event should take place on either June 25

th
 

or July 2
nd

. A decision would be made at the next parish council meeting once it had been determined what other events 
were going ahead on those dates. 
 
Cllrs Patel, R Perfitt and S Perfitt left the meeting. 
 
2016/264 Friends of Long Valley – Community Hall 
   

a) Monthly update. 
The defibrillator had been installed in the hall. Another addition was a baby-changing table. 
There had been several incidents of anti-social behaviour in the car park which had led to complaints from hirers. 
There was a discussion about the possible provision of CCTV, but councillors said they needed more information 
about cost.   
Action Point. It was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the next meeting 
b) Fixing of litter bins in Hall car park 
Three litter bins had been purchased some time ago but needed to be installed. Possible locations were the play area, 
the car park and the green. 
c) Repair of fence panels at Long Valley. 
Estimates were needed for this work. 

 
2016/265 KALC – Dartford Area Committee  
No meeting held 
 
2016/266 Borough and Parish Councils Forum. July 5 
Cllr Brown would attend this meeting 
 
2016/267 Dartford Borough Council – Matters to report 
Cllr Brown reported that the Dartford Festival would be held on July 16 and 17. 
 
2016/268 Kent County Council – Matters to report 
In the absence of Cllr Kite there was no report. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm 
 
Date of next Full Council Meeting: to be arranged 
 
Chairman .................................................    Date................................ 
 
Longfield & New Barn Parish Council 
 
Minutes Taken by Cllr C Stafford 


