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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
Tuesday 24th June 2014 

 
Present:     Cllr S Carlse  Chairman 

  Cllr T Mack 
    Cllr S Brown 

  Cllr J Drake 
  Cllr D Patel  
  Cllr S Gay 
  Cllr Z Snell 
 
  Community Wardens - Paul Hassell and Steve Taylor 
1 Member of the Public   

 
In Attendance: Jane Tyrrell – Assistant Parish Clerk  
 
2014/556 – Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council 

i) Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office (Chairman) 
 

2014/557 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and 
Member of Cabinet at DBC.   
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy and Hazelwood Nursing 
home and as owner of properties in Longfield  
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P Gay 
Memorial Stonemason in Station Road Longfield 
 
2014/558 Apologies for absence:  
Apologies were received from Cllr Tamber and Cllr Kite who had other commitments. No 
other apologies were received.  

 

2014/559 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 27th May 2014 were circulated but due 
to several errors, these were NOT approved and it was suggested they were corrected and 
put forward for approval at the July meeting. 
 
2014/560 Matters Arising  
None due to the Minutes not being approved. 
 
At this point in the meeting, Cllr Carlse introduced Community Wardens Paul Hassell and 
Steve Taylor to members and invited them to speak. 
 
Paul mentioned that there had been some flytipping in Gorse Wood Road which had now 
been cleared.  He also hi-lighted the incident at The Longfield Festival where a young boy 
had climbed on the seat by the basketball courts and got his leg trapped. 
A discussion followed whether the seat is suitable or safe and it was noted that the ROSPA 
inspection was due in July and to the Council’s knowledge, no problem had ever been hi-
lighted with the seating area before. 
 
8:10pm Cllr Patel arrived. 
 
Members decided to wait for the ROSPA report and to review this matter once the report 
had been completed. 
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Cllr Carlse thanked Paul for his attendance at the Festival and Paul, in turn,  praised the 
Assistant Clerk for her organisation of the whole day. 
 
Cllr Patel asked Paul and Steve if they would be willing to attend a Highways meeting he 
was trying to organise concerning local issues and they were both willing to attend subject to 
their availability. 
 
Steve Taylor then went on to explain the background into his role and how he liaises with 
Dartford Borough Council and the local police for updates.  He gave some information about 
upcoming events such as Safety in Action events with local schools and also KCAP (Kent 
Community Alcohol Partnership) and their efforts to restrict the sale of alcohol to underage 
children. 
 
He also explained that Paul had Bean to cover as well as our Parish and although there 
were no immediate plans to move Paul, he is what is known as a moveable asset and the 
wardens do have the flexibility to cover each other if needed. 
 
Cllr Patel explained a recent incident with school children at Brickfield Farm, Longfield 
appearing to be rolling own cigarettes and also selling them.  Steve said he would speak to 
Longfield Academy about this matter. 
 
He then left with Paul and reminded Members not to hesitate to contact either of them if they 
had any concerns. 
 
2014/561 Chairman’s Report  
 
Cllr Carlse started by commenting on success of The Longfield Festival and reiterating what 
a great day it had been.  She extended her thanks to the Assistant Clerk and also to all the 
organisations who helped on the day such as the W.I and The Longfield Tigers and all the 
other groups involved. 
 
Cllr Carlse relayed the information that Cllr MacDonald had resigned from the Council for 
personal reasons and she wished to extend her thanks to Cllr MacDonald, on behalf of the 
Council, for all that she had done for the Council and the Parishioners over the years.  
 
Cllr Carlse then updated the Council on the situation in the Parish Office.  She mentioned 
that 7 CV’s had been received and were available for Councillors to review if they wished.  
She told Councillors that the Assistant Clerk would be returning to her contracted two days 
per week from July onwards and a notice would be added to the door and on the 
answerphone stating that the office would only be open on Wednesdays and Thursdays until 
further notice. 
Cllr Patel queried the backlog of work within the office and Cllr Brown and Cllr Carlse would 
try and come in to check on the office while the Assistant Clerk was on holiday. 
 
Cllr Mack asked what would happen to Cllr MacDonald’s Ward in her absence and Cllr 
Carlse explained that the Parish Council can either re-elect now or to wait until next year 
and it was decided to wait.  All members agreed. 
 
2014/562 Correspondence 
 
Item no 5 Website correspondence regarding a dog barking and disturbing residents. 
Members discussed this query and decided it should be referred to Dartford Borough 
Council, Environmental health Department. 
 
Noted to refer Parishioner to DBC 
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Item no 3 – Members Highway Fund £2500.00 – Members discussed suggestions of 
projects to use this money for and it was proposed to apply for the full amount and to spend 
it on village signs. 
This was proposed by Cllr Patel and seconded by Cllr Drake. 
 
Noted to apply for Members Highways Fund  
 
Item No. 11 – Information received from a member of the public regarding using the 
Recreation Field at Whitehill Road for a Disc Golf course. 
 
2014/563 Public Question time 
 
As this gentleman had come along, he was invited to talk and he introduced himself and 
gave some background on the sport and his ideas to set up a course on this area of unused 
grassland. 
He explained that the area in question was ideal and that the set up costs and maintenance 
costs were minimal and that the BDGA (British Disc Golf Assocation) were always looking 
for new venues 
 
9pm - Paul Hassell left the meeting 
 
Cllr Patel admitted that this seemed a good idea and that this would be the sort of project 
that would be handled by the Grounds & Environment Committee, if we still had one. 
 
Further discussions continued and members voiced concerns with access but on the whole, 
they agreed that this was one possibility that could be considered. 
 
Noted to assign the project of looking into uses for Whitehill Recreation Ground to a 
Committee or a Councillor. 
 
2014/564 - Election of Committee and representatives 
 
As there were several members missing, it was decided that this matter would be put back 
to July.  Cllr Brown suggested electing for Chairman for Finance and Village Enhancement 
Committee at the next meeting but it was agreed that Cllr Patel would stand as Chairman for 
Highways & Lighting and Cllr Snell was proposed as Chairman for Development Control. 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations 
 
2014/565 Finance and General Purposes 
 
The Finance Meeting due to be held on Tuesday 24th June prior to this meeting wasn’t 
quorate so no decisions were made. Cllr Brown did explain that the end of year figures had 
been completed and would be submitted late. 
The Accountant had suggested that an internal audit should be completed once a month 
within the office and this could be completed by a Councillor.  Members agreed to this 
suggestion especially in light of the fact that two cheques were almost duplicated by the 
Assistant Clerk and the Clerk had paid them early and left no apparent paper trail.  In light of 
this, Cllr Carlse and Cllr Brown volunteered to come into the office and double check all 
entries since 1/4/14. 
 
Noted for Cllr Brown and Cllr Carlse to visit the Parish Office to complete an internal 
audit asap. 
 
. 
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2014/566 RESOLVED to receive and approve the End of Year Audit for 2013/14 as 
prepared by MJ Read & Co.Accountants. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Brown 
Seconded by Cllr Patel 
 

Section 1 – Accounting Statements 2013/14 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2014 signed by the Chairman Cllr S Carlse and the Assistant Parish Clerk Mrs J 
Tyrrell. 
 

2014/567 Members discussed the recommendation  from the Accountant detailing a review 
of Internal Controls and it was agreed that the Parish Office must undertake a review of 
these findings to ensure that the Parish comply with the Accounts and Audit (England) 
Regulations 2011. 
 

Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement 2013/14 of the Annual Return for the year 
ended 31 March 2014 signed by the Chairman Cllr S Carlse and the Assistant Parish 
Clerk Mrs J Tyrrell. 

 
 
2014/568 Cllr Brown asked if the VAT returns had been submitted but this had not been 
done as there was no RFO at present.  It was recommended that the Assistant Clerk 
assume this role until a Clerk is in place. 
This was proposed by Cllr Patel and Seconded by Cllr Snell 

 
2014/569 Development Control  
No verbal report was given due to time constraints. 
 
2014/570 Highways and Lighting 
Members had agreed to apply for £2500.00 grant for Village Signs earlier in the meeting. 
 
Noted to apply for this funding without any quotations if possible. 
 
2014/571 Longfield Festival 
 Cllr Brown reiterated that this was a hugely successful day and attendance was very high. 
Cllr Gay pointed out that the FREE attractions helps to secure the visitors as well as the 
weather on the day. 
He pointed out the stall holders parking worked better this year and suggested that we hold 
a stand promoting the Parish Councillors next year possibly with photos and contact details. 
He also pointed out that he had been advised that there is a bank account in the name of 
Longfield Trader’s Association with a balance of £300.00 
 
Noted to review this account and consider projects for this money. 
 
10:05pm Cllr Gay left the meeting. 
 
2014/572 Longfield Community Park  
Cllr Carlse advised members that the Parish Office had received a letter from Mick Nash 
advising that the Trust intends to disband on 30th September 2014. 
 
2014/573 KALC – Dartford area committee – Nothing to report 
 
2014/574 Borough and Parish Councils Forum – meeting to be held at DBC on 1st July 
2014 
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2014/575 Dartford Borough Council 
 
Cllr Brown advised members that there were plans to build a cricket club at Hesketh park. 
 
He also reminded members that the Dartford Festival would be held on the 19th and 20th July 
and also that there were various other events to take place in the park including 
Shakespeare in the Park and to check with DBC for more details. 
  
2014/576 Kent County Council – No member present. 
 
Date of next Development Control Committee 
Tuesday 15th July at 7:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of the next Full Council Meeting 
Tuesday 15th July at 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Meeting Closed at 10:10pm    
 

Signed ……………………………. 
 
 

                                                                       Date……………………………….. 
 

 


