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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 26th March 2013 
 

Present:     Cllr S Carlse  Chairman 
  Cllr T Mack 

    Cllr S Brown 
  Cllr J Drake 
  Cllr B Hawes 
  Cllr Z Snell 
  Cllr Patel 
  Cllr MacDonald 
  Cllr Tamber 
  Cllr Gay 

 
   
In Attendance: Jane Tyrrell –Parish Clerk 
    Jude Taylor – Assistant Parish Clerk 
    Mr G Simpkin 
    Mr and Mrs Skudder  
                          
2013/345: Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and 
Member of Cabinet at DBC.   
 
Cllr Drake declared an interest as a member of the Hall Management Committee (Longfield 
Community Hall).  
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub-post master of Longfield Post Office in Station 
Road, Longfield and owner of properties in Longfield 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy and Hazelwood Nursing 
home and as owner of properties in the village of Longfield 
 
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner of Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P 
Gay Memorial Stonemason in Station Road, Longfield 

 
2013/346: Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Kite (DBC Commitment) Cllr Perfitt (DBC Commitment)  
 
2013/347: Mr G Simpkin and his clients Mr & Mrs Scudder. 
 
Mr Simpkin introduced himself and his clients as being the new owners of Longfield Sorting 
Office.  He will be their architect and they wanted to introduce themselves to the Parish 
Council and show their initial set of plans to the Members prior to showing them to Dartford 
Borough Council.  The Plans were shown to Members and discussed.  There would be an 
element of residential property and also some business units proposed.  A set of plans have 
been left with the Parish Office. 
 
2013/348: Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 26th February 2013  were 
circulated and approved as an accurate record of the meeting by those present. 
 
Proposed by  Cllr Drake    Seconded by Cllr Brown 
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RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of  26th February 2013. (noting the omission of Cllr 
Patel’s apologies which were received) 
 
2013/349: Matters Arising 
Cllr MacDonald brought it to Members attention that the grass on the Village Green at 
Longfield Hill had been cut by KCC.  Due to the arrangement we have with Linda Sims to 
cut this grass, it would be necessary to clarify with KCC whether or not they would be cutting 
this grass in future or whether or not this was a one off cut. 
Noted to speak to KCC to clarify and then to advise Mrs Sims. 
 
Cllr Hawes reminded Members that the IT equipment in the office was inadequate for the 
current use and that the Recommendation had been passed last month to purchase new 
equipment. 
 
2013/350: Chairman’s Report 
  
Cllr Carlse reminded Members that their Chairman’s reports were required by 2nd April 2013 
for inclusion in the Parish Annual Report. 
 
She also asked Cllr Mack if he had attended the recent bus meeting arranged by Southfleet 
Parish Council and as he hadn’t, it was decided that future bus meetings should fall under 
the Grounds & Environment Committee to monitor/arrange attendance. It was also 
suggested that these could be added to the Parish Website in the future inviting resident’s 
comments. 
Noted to publicise future bus meetings on the Parish website inviting resident’s comments. 
 
Cllr Carlse advised Members that she had suggested that the Parish Office make use of 
their answer phone during busy periods to assist with the day to day running of the Parish 
Office.  Members to note that if the ‘phone isn’t answered immediately, it doesn’t mean that 
the office isn’t manned but to leave a message and wait for their call to be returned. 
 
2013/351: Correspondence:  
                                
The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was RESOLVED to 
note correspondence received during March 2013. 
 
Item No:15 – Invitation to SouthEastern Stakeholders Forum – 18th April 2013 at Blackfriars. 
Noted to add this item to the village notice board. 
 
Item No.6 – Letter from KALC asking for Community Contact Database for Kent Police. 
KALC would forward the Parish Office contact details to Kent Police for inclusion unless we 
chose to opt out. 
 
Item No. 23 – Correspondence with Direct Technical Services regarding critical lighting 
repairs needed. 
 
9:00pm meeting adjourned for Public Question Time. 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
Meeting was re-adjourned. 
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Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 
2013/352: Finance and General Purposes 
      
a) RESOLVED to receive and approve the Receipts and Payments for March  2013 as 
detailed in Appendix i 

 
Proposed by Cllr Gay 
Seconded by Cllr Tamber 
 
Cllr MacDonald raised item No.217 as a payment of £2184.00 for Village signs.  Cllr 
Carlse explained that we had received a credit of £2500.00 (Item No.117) to pay for the 
signs. 
Cllr Patel asked what would happen to the difference between the two sums (£316.00) 
and it was agreed to ask Cllr Kite if this money could be kept by the Parish Council. 
Noted to ask Cllr Kite about the surplus funds. 
Cllr MacDonald was still concerned about the procedure to purchase the village signs and 
Cllr Carlse explained that as this had already been agreed, the signs made, erected and 
paid for, there was nothing more that we could do.  She suggested we could bear this 
procedure in mind for future purchases. 
 
Cllr Patel queried item No.221 the payment of £698.88 to PRS for Music for the 
Performing Rights Licence for the hall.  Cllr Carlse explained the background and the 
legal obligation to have this licence and advised members that she would be discussing 
the payment for this licence with Mick Nash from the Hall Management Committee at their 
next meeting. 
 
Cllr Drake mentioned that the cost of grass cutting used to be split with the Hall 
Management Committee but as the Clerk knew nothing about this it was noted to discuss 
this with Mick Nash from the Hall Management Committee. 
 

a) Recommendation to adopt the Minutes of the Finance Committee held on 26th 
February 2013 and consider any recommendations contained therein and where 
necessary adopt and approve them. 

 
Proposed by Cllr Brown 
Seconded by Cllr Drake 

 
b) Recommendation to approve payment of £698.88 to The Performing Rights Society 

for the Performing Rights Licence needed to play music in the Longfield Community 
Hall and to cover associated royalties. 

 
Proposed by Cllr Hawes 
Seconded by Cllr MacDonald 

 
c) Members noted the date of the next meeting to be held on 28th May at 6:30pm at The 

Jubilee Hall, Longfield. 
 

 
2013/353: Development Control 
 
Cllr MacDonald summarised the applications received and advised that the main item of 
discussion was the Appeal lodged for Planning Application DA12/00489/COU –  
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Nurstead Stables, Nurstead Avenue. She explained that members were still opposed to this 
application and they had lodged an Objection to this application to Bristol as per the appeal 
letter. 

 
Cllr MacDonald also advised members that 5 trees had been felled at the Wards 
Development, Main Road Longfield and several members of the public had called the Parish 
Office voicing their concerns.  As the Parish Council knew nothing about the removal of 
these trees, it was suggested to contact Dartford for further information. 
Noted to contact Dartford Borough Council and ask for documentation supporting the 
removal of these trees. 
 
Cllr Gay reiterated the importance of the village to the Community and the necessity of 
having a long term plan to ensure that the integrity of the village is not lost.  He mentioned 
the impact that developers make on villages and would Member’s decisions on certain 
aspects of planning applications have been the same in hindsight. 
 
Cllr Patel agreed with Cllr Gay’s opinion and also queried whether Dartford Borough Council 
had the resources to follow up on Planning Applications and enforce them when necessary. 
              
2013/354:  Grounds and Environment  
 

a) Cllr MacDonald gave a verbal report following the meeting earlier in the evening. 
She advised members that the Annual Allotment Holders meeting was well attended and 
various discussions had taken place about water consumption and also suggestions for new 
plots at Whitehill Road. 
She advised Members that plants had been stolen from the planters in the village and that 
they would be re-stocked with just bedding plants for the moment. 
Members were advised about the damage caused to perimeter fencing at The Oval play 
space whilst people attempting to break in to sheds and adjoining properties and that the 
Committee had recommended to repair the fencing as soon as possible. 
They had also recommended to purchase basketball nets for the Community Park at 
Longfield. 
 
Members discussed the current application to vary the premises licence at Longfield 
Academy and their concerns that they were not consulted.  Cllr Carlse explained that this 
had been queried with Dartford Borough Council and that the Parish Council is not on the 
list of Consultees and as such, has no official voice.   
 

b) Cllr Hawes gave a verbal report following his recent attendance of the Kent 
Association of Local Amenity Services meeting held on 22nd March specifically 
concerning an additional hub airport for the UK. 

c) Members noted the date of the next meeting to be held on 25th June at 6:30pm at 
The Jubilee Hall, Longfield. 

 
 
2013/355:   Highways & Lighting Committee 
 

a) Recommendation to adopt the Minutes of the Highways & Lighting Committee held on 
29th January 2013 and consider any recommendations contained therein and where 
necessary adopt and approve them. 

 
Proposed by Cllr Carlse 
Seconded by Cllr Tamber 
 
Cllr Patel asked the Clerk to write to South East Water following Members concerns 

about road works on Main Road. Noted to write to South East Water about past and future 
road works. 
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22:05 Cllr Gay left the meeting. 
 
Cllr Patel also mentioned the interactive speed sign to Members briefly.  He advised that this 
discussion would be followed up at the next full council meeting. 
He also wanted Festive Lights to be added to Highways and Lighting Agenda. 
Noted to add Festive Lighting to agenda. 
 
2013/356:   Longfield Festival 
 
Nothing to report, planning still going ahead. 
 
2013/357:   Longfield Community Park  
 
Nothing to report. 
  
2013/358:   KALC – Dartford Area Committee/DAPTC 
 
Members noted the Minutes in their packs of the previous DAPTC meeting 28th February 
2013. 
 
2013/359:   Dartford Borough Council – Cllr Brown advised members he would follow up 
their concerns raised tonight in connection with Dartford Borough Council, specifically with 
Enforcement, Planning and Consultations. 
 
2013/360:   Kent County Council – No members present. 
 
Date of next Highways & Lighting Meeting   
Tuesday 23rd April at 6:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of next Development Control Committee 
Tuesday 23rd April at 7:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of the next Full Council Meeting 
Tuesday 23rd April 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Meeting Closed at 10:20 pm    
 

Signed ……………………………. 
 

     Date……………………………….. 
 
 

   
   
 

     
 

 
 
 
      
 


