
 

 
 

Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
Tuesday 25

th
 March 2014 
 

Present:     Cllr S Carlse  Chairman 
  Cllr S Brown 
  Cllr S Gay 
  Cllr B Hawes 
  Cllr J MacDonald 
  Cllr T Mack 
  Cllr M Tamber 

 
Jeff Wren DBC Enforcement 
Colin Newmarch DBC Enforcement 
Keith Frenchum DBC Enforcement 
 

 
In Attendance:  Steve House – Parish Clerk  

Jane Tyrrell – Asst. Parish Clerk 
                    
 
2014/520 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P Gay 
Memorial Stonemason in Station Road Longfield 
Cllr Hawes declared an interest as a member of Longfield Sports and Social Club 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master of Longfield Post Office in Station Road 
Longfield and owner of properties in Longfield 
 
2014/521 Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Drake, Cllr Snell, Cllr Patel  

 
The Chairman introduced guest speakers from Dartford Borough Council (DBC) who had been invited 
at short notice to give expert security assessments in response to two recent break-ins at Long Valley 
Sports and Social Club and resident complaints relating to anti-social activities in the vicinity of the 
Club. 
 
Geoff Wren summarised the nature and territorial scope of his responsibilities as Head of DBC 
Community Safety Unit which include running “Dartford Town Against Crime”. Enforcement resources 
concentrate on the town’s economic centre and extend significantly beyond. A close relationship with 
the Police was described including daily liaison on issues in the borough.  Reference was also made 
to the importance of CCTV monitoring and regular contact with a network of private sector security 
operatives, combining to provide a co-ordinated response to anti-social behaviour and other criminal 
threats. 

Geoff informed members of his meeting with Cllr Carlse, Paul Hassell (Community Warden, KCC) 
and Carol McGrath (Long Valley Community Hall), which was convened following the crimes at the 
Social Club. Actions taken to address various issues from the burglaries were itemised together with 
responses to points raised in a recent letter of complaint from a local resident. At this time a 
document entitled “Arrangements for Repair & Maintenance” was handed to Cllr Carlse. 
 
Cllr Hawes joined the meeting at 20:25hrs. 
 
Geoff Wren mentioned that he had discussed the deployment of a doorman with the Club steward but 
Cllr Hawes pointed out that this would not improve security in the car park. Cllr Hawes took the 
opportunity to state that the Club is not responsible for car park issues and that the anti-social 
behaviour in question could not be attributed to the Club or its members. 
 
 
 



 

 
Concerning CCTV, Paul Woodfield was named as a DBC specialist who could be called upon for 
advice on technical aspects. Colin Newmarch commented that central government were currently 
debating local authority use of CCTV with a view to curtailments vis-à-vis human rights issues. 
 
 
The role of the Police was queried in relation to the criminal issues and Geoff Wren confirmed that 
officers could be asked to give a talk to the community. Colin Newmarch added that Community 
Policing has been severely cut back.    
 
It was otherwise noted that poor lighting would mean using infra-red cameras, a significant additional 
expense versus conventional equipment. Conversely there could be privacy issues with more 
extreme lighting. The installation of a sensor light above the Parish Office outer door was also 
suggested.  
 
In conclusion to this debate it was suggested Andrew Hall (DBC Surveyor) could be consulted 
about a lighting solution when engaged in relation to the pre-existing car park repair project. 
 
Cllr Carlse questioned whether the Parish Office outer door was considered sufficiently robust 
and Colin Newmarch and Keith Frenchum recommended that the Parish Council speak with 
Andrew Hall on this matter also. 
 
Colin Newmarch and Keith Frencham gave a summary of their respective roles and responsibilities 
the latter including some detail on public notices required in relation to alcohol licence applications. 
 
Colin Newmarch relayed Cllr Perfitt’s concern about fly tipping at the New Barn recycling lay-by. 
 
There followed a discussion between Colin Newmarch and Cllr MacDonald about fly-tipping and the 
availability of the refuse/recycling centre which culminated in the assertion that queries about opening 
hours should be directed to KCC. 
 
On behalf of the Council the Chairman thanked DBC representatives for their valuable contribution 
adding that the lighting initiatives had been of major benefit. 
 
Public Question Time 
 
The Chairman opened the floor to the public. 
 
A resident affected by planning developments at Little Acres wanted assurance that Longfield & New 
Barn Parish Council (LNBPC) was taking enough action. 
 
The Chairman and Cllr Brown confirmed that LNBPC had objected to the plans in question and went 
on to describe LNBPC’s immediate involvement following the publication of the application. The 
formation of the Residents’ Committee and its preparations for the 9 Apr 2014 appeal meeting, in 
respect of which LNBPC has offered all possible administrative support, was cited. However, it was 
emphasised that the property in question is outside the borough of Dartford and LNBPC’s influence 
with the pertinent planning authority, Gravesham Borough Council, is limited.  
 
A discussion followed in which various concerns about GBC’s handling of planning applications at 
Little Acres, current and historic, were voiced by the same resident going into some detail over the 
particulars thereof. The resident also claimed that her letter to the MP for Gravesham had not been 
answered. The Chairman reiterated LNBPC’s efforts and specified that early contact had been made 
with Gravesham and Dartford MPs. 
 
The resident queried current planning issues at Nurstead Stables whereupon the Chairman gave a 
detailed account of developments.  
 
Concluding on this topic the Chairman again gave reassurance about LNBPC’s commitment 
to support Parishioners in their objections and recommended that the resident continue 
attempts to obtain a response from the Gravesham MP. 
 
A second member of the public asked if LNBPC was aware of a field next to The Oval being brought 
to auction, to which an affirmative response was given. 
 



 

 
 
The same individual asked what LNBPC knew of planning application in respect of a solar farm 
involving a downgrade to the status of The Gallops. 
 
In response it was confirmed that the Parish Office had viewed a screening application on DBC’s 
website proposing a solar farm on land at Hook Place Farm in Southfleet. 
 
The Parish Office was requested to follow this matter up with Southfleet Parish Council for 
more information. 
 
There being no further public business the Chairman closed this section of the meeting at 21:35hrs 
and attendees duly departed at this time.  
 
2014/522 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 25

th
 February 2014 were circulated and subject 

to one correction (paragraph 1 amended to record that residents of Little Acres were not present at 
the meeting) approved as an accurate record of the meeting by those present.  
 
Proposed by Cllr Tamber          Seconded by Cllr Mack 
 
2014/523 Matters Arising 
 
None. 
 
2014/524 Chairman’s Report  
 

i) Proposal for Assistant Clerk to temporarily work 3 days per week to enable 
implementation of efficiency and risk initiatives and clear operational backlogs. 
This will entail working Tue, Wed and Thu each week until the end of June 2014 

 
Proposed: Cllr MacDonald  Seconded: Cllr Mack 
 

At the Chairman’s invitation the Parish Clerk explained to members that limitations with private 
transport availability make it extremely difficult for him to attend Council Sub-Committee meetings 
starting at 18:30hrs. As yet the problem had not been resolved resulting in the Finance Committee 
meeting for March being adjourned to April. The Chairman asked for the Clerk to engage with Cllr 
Brown, Head of Finance Committee, to discuss and agree a solution. 

 
ii) To note proposals and arrangements for the Annual Meeting of the Council and 

the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
The Chairman gave a provisional date of 23 May 2014 at Long Valley Community 
Hall. 

 
2014/525 Correspondence 
 

#50  Cllr Hawes remarked that in respect of parking on Main Road close to The Chase 
Paul Hassell had visited 4 times to make door to door calls with no-one answering. 
He noted that properties were allocated 1 parking space each. It was proposed that 
Paul should deliver notices to residents informing them of the hazards of parking on 
Main Road due to restricted visibility. 

 
Proposed: Cllr Brown  Seconded: Cllr MacDonald  

 
#47 Attention was drawn to the Clerks’ Conference on 12 Jun 2014. 

 
2014/526 Committee Reports and Recommendations 
 

i) Finance and General Purposes 
 

a) Receipt and approval of receipts and payments for March: 
 
Proposed: Cllr Mack  Seconded: Cllr MacDonald 
 



 

 
 
 

b) To note receipt of Notice of Annual Audit for year ended 31/3/14. 
 
Duly noted that returns are required by 9 Jun 2014. 

 
Proposed: Cllr Mack  Seconded: Cllr MacDonald 
 

c) Approve increase in cost to hire Jubilee Hall to £30. 
 
A query was raised as to the accuracy of this figure, therefore to be clarified and resubmitted. 
 

a) Approve payment for replacement Parish Office outer door. 
 

Proposed: Cllr Mack  Seconded: Cllr MacDonald 
 
22:10hrs Cllr Tamber departs meeting. 

 
ii) Development Control 

 
a) The Chairman noted that updates in respect of Little Acres had been given previously in the 

meeting. 
b) The Chairman noted that updates in respect of Nurstead Stables had been given previously 

in the meeting. 
c) Cllr MacDonald confirmed that applications had been reviewed and responses noted on the 

schedule. 
 

iii) Highways and Lighting 
 

No members present. The Chairman requested that a copy of the Streetlights 
maintenance contract be forwarded to her via email. Otherwise items carried forward to 
next meeting. 

 
iv) Longfield Festival 

 
The Assistant Clerk reported continued progress with the welcome addition of new 
contributors. There was a brief discussion about the choice of celebrity to open the event with 
two prospects identified. A final decision was not made. 
 
The possibility of a Parish Council stall was raised but not decided. 

 
v) Longfield Community Park 

 
It was noted that the Hall Management Committee will continue to operate until such time as LNBPC 
is in a position to assume responsibility. Establishing the form and constitution of LNBPC’s Hall 
Management resource was acknowledged as a priority, not least to enable the opening of a new bank 
account. 
 
Concerning LNBPC’s responsibilities in respect of the employee currently paid by the HMC, the 
Parish Clerk detailed the various issues raised via KALC to the legal team at NALC to ensure that a 
transfer of employment occurs in such a way as to ensure that all parties’ interests are properly 
protected. 
 
Otherwise matters pertaining to Long Valley Hall were deferred to April’s meeting.  
 
2014/527 KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
 
No matters for this meeting. 
 
2014/528 Borough and Parish Councils Forum 
 
No matters for this meeting. 
 



 

 
 
2014/529 Dartford Borough Council – Matters to Report 
 
No matters for this meeting. 

 
2014/530 Kent County Council – Matters to Report 
 
No matters for this meeting. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
None. 
      
 
Forthcoming Meeting Dates 
 
Full Council Meeting - 22/4/14 @ 8:00pm 
Finance Committee Meeting – 22/4/14 @ 7:00pm 
 
All above meetings to be held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Meeting Closed at 22:45hrs    
 

 
Signed ……………………………. 

                                                                        
Date……………………………….. 


