
 

 
 

 
 

Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
Tuesday 28th May 2013 

 
Present:     Cllr S Carlse  Chairman 

  Cllr T Mack 
    Cllr S Brown 

  Cllr J Drake 
  Cllr B Hawes 
  Cllr Z Snell 
  Cllr MacDonald 
  Cllr Gay 
  Cllr Kite 

 
   
In Attendance: Jane Tyrrell – Asst Parish Clerk 
    Mrs S Heads (Re: Longfield Mission Hall) 
 
Cllr Carlse welcomed everyone to the meeting and then asked if item 8 on the Agenda – 
Election of Officers could be dealt with as the first agenda item.  Members agreed. 
 
2013/380: Election of Officers: 
 
The Assistant Clerk asked if there were any nominations and Cllr Carlse was nominated by 
Cllr Brown, Cllr Kite and Cllr Drake.  No other nominations were received and Cllr Carlse 
was re-elected as Chairman. 
 
Cllr Carlse then asked Members for their nominations for Vice Chair and Cllr Brown was 
nominated by Cllr Kite and Cllr Carlse.  No other nominations were received and Cllr Brown 
was re-elected as Vice Chairman. 
     
                          
2013/381: Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and 
Member of Cabinet at DBC.   
 
Cllr Drake declared an interest as a member of the Hall Management Committee (Longfield 
Community Hall).  
 
Cllr Gay declared an interest as owner of Stephen P Gay Funeral Services and Stephen P 
Gay Memorial Stonemason in Station Road, Longfield 
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Directors of the Leigh Academy Trust and as 
Executive member and Leader of Dartford Borough Council and as member of KCC and 
Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford 
 

 
2013/382: Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Tamber (Work Commitment) and Cllr Patel (work 
Commitment)  

 



 

 
 

2013/383: Susan Heads – Background and update on Longfield Mission Hall:  
 
Susan introduced herself as having been involved with the Mission Hall since August 2011.  
She explained that Ibbett Mosely were representing the church and that Clifton & Co were 
representing the Parish Council. 
 
She explained that the church own the hall and a perimeter around it (for access to 
windows) but the Parish Council owns the remainder of the Village Green.  
An agreement in principle has been made where the Parish Council would receive 33% of 
any proceeds above £40,000 or a flat fee of £5,000 (whichever is greater). 
At the moment, the legal niceties of this document are being drawn up but she suggests that 
the legal documents are being made over complicated unnecessarily as they are trying to 
cover for every eventuality. 
She suggested that the easements (the right to dig up and run services) and any covenants 
can be put into place at a later date once a buyer/developer is found.  There is a concern 
that if there are too many terms of reference in place, it may put potential buyers off. 
 
Susan’s suggestion was to market it as it is now and adjust the heads and terms of 
reference at a later date. 
 
Members discussed this with her and asked if selling without the easements would affect the 
sale price and although it would appear that it would, the process at the moment is 
becoming unnecessarily complicated. 
 
In conclusion, she suggested leaving the documents as they stand and going ahead as it is 
at the moment.  She understood Nick Blain was in agreement with this suggestion but would 
contact members if this was not the case. 
 
Members thanked her for attending. 
 
2013/384 - Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd April 2013 were circulated and 
approved, as an accurate record of the meeting by those present with a couple of 
exceptions; 
Cllr MacDonald wanted the word “sign” replaced by the word “notice” on Page 4 2013/372 
and also on Page 5 2013/376 it states that “Cllr Kite attends as a Dartford Borough 
Councillor”, that should apply to the DAPTC heading not the KALC heading. 
Finally she also raised the discussion that was had at the end of the last meeting where 
payment to the Assistant Clerk was discussed and asked why it wasn’t minuted.  A 
discussion took place and it was concluded that the minutes should state that “It was agreed 
that the Personnel Committee would deal with a financial request from the Assistant Clerk” 
as per their remit. 
 
2013/385 – Matters Arising – There were none. 
 
 
2013/386: Chairman’s Report 
  
Cllr Carlse advised Members that the recent Annual Assembly had gone well and that no 
new issues had been raised by the public – only issues that the Parish Council is already 
aware of and dealing with. 
Cllr Carlse told members that she had attended a meeting on the 10th May with Johnny 
Walker and Mick Nash and also a Hall Management Meeting on the 14th May which hi-
lighted the importance of the Friends of Long Valley association. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
2013/387: Correspondence:  
                            
The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was RESOLVED to 
note correspondence received during May 2013. 
 
Item No:8 – Freedom of Information Request – Is the Parish Council breaking the law by 
quoting rods as a measurement for the allotments ? 
 
Cllr MacDonald explained that the rod was a traditional measuring unit associated with 
allotments and that Gravesend still use it on their website but they do explain the equivalent 
measurement in metres. 
Cllr Kite suggested that we add a note on our website showing the price per rod and the 
equivalent price per metre and that we respond to the email advising of this and also 
advising the sender that all correspondence to allotment holders will state both 
measurements 
Noted to update the website and correspondence records. 
. 
Item No.– 3 – Information and advice from KALC re: Liability for Litter Pickers 
Cllr Carlse explained that as we pay Reg to collect our litter, he should have his own liability 
Insurance.  She made members aware that he didn’t have cover and after some discussion 
it was agreed to see if we could obtain cover for him via our insurance company. 
Noted to speak to insurance company to add Reg to our cover. 
. 
Item No. 18 – Minutes from Pinden Liaison Meeting. 
Cllr Brown queried whether the Parish Office had heard anything from Sue Blanks who 
attended the last meeting.  Nothing had been received. 
 
Item No. 10 – Plot 8 Nurstead Lane – Complaint about a bonfire. 
Cllr Brown asked who had complained and the Assistant Clerk explained that one of the 
existing tenant had spoken to the new tenant. 
 
Item No.53 – Letter from the Church about possibly changing the day of our meeting  
Cllr Carlse explained that this was a general request from the current vicar but Margaret 
Churcher had advised us not to worry if we couldn’t change the day.  Members agreed that 
Tuesdays were the only day that we could get a venue and that all could attend. 
 
Item No. 16 – Request from Cllr Snell for a village sign for Longfield Hill.   
Cllr Kite agreed that it would be nice to have an additional sign and would fund this. 
Noted to obtain quotation for new village sign. 
 
Item No. 54 – Possible Rail Service Cuts. 
This was raised as a concern and Cllr Kite reassured members that he had looked into this 
and could not find anything official to substantiate it. 
 
Item No. 38 – Parking/Speed of vehicles in Fawkham Road.   
Indirectly linked, Cllr Carlse advised members about a RTC on Whitehill road on the 27th 
May. 
 
Item No. 34 – Non Material Amendments 
This was brought up to note that procedures had been amended as a result of the trees 
being cut down on the Main Road, Longfield at the Wards site. 
 
Item No. 48 – KALC response to DCLG on Localism. 
Cllr Carlse asked Cllr Kite about this issue and he explained it shouldn’t affect us. 



 

It concerns where Borough Councils pass on Grants to Parish Councils and now they will be 
passed to certain bodies instead.  He explained it is a legal difference and shouldn’t impact 
us. 
 
Item No. 19 – Basketball nets. 
Cllr Macdonald asked members to pass on their thanks to Cllr Drake for the installation of 
the basketball nets at The Community Park. 
 
Item No. 56 – Evidence of Drug Use. 
Cllr Brown asked the Assistant Clerk if there was any more evidence and at the moment, 
there has been none. 
 
2013/388 – Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of office was completed by Cllr Carlse 
(Chairman) and Cllr Brown (Vice Chairman). 
 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 
2013/389: Finance and General Purposes 
      
a) RESOLVED to receive and approve the Receipts and Payments for May 2013 as 
detailed in Appendix i 

 
Proposed by Cllr Brown 
Seconded by Cllr Snell 
 

 
a) Cllr Kite gave a verbal report following the Meeting held on the 28th May at 6:30pm. 
He explained that the sweep facility request had not been acknowledged but it would be 
followed up by the Clerk. 
He explained that the budget monitoring was unsuccessful due to the difference codes used 
for the budget and those used for scribe and as such, this exercise had to be abandoned. 
He also advised members that it was concluded that new PCs must be purchased and the 
suggestion, in light of the lack of budget provision, was to take the money out of the parish 
savings account.  The recommendation was for the clerks to research new pc and software 
taking advice from the Auditor and other Parish Clerks.  
He finished up by explaining to members that the Clerk and the assistant Clerk were 
comfortable doing the PAYE aspect of the job now as they had each other to check their 
work. 
b) Members noted the date of the next meeting to be held on 24th September at 6:30pm at 

The Jubilee Hall, Longfield. 
 

 
2013/390: Development Control 
 
Cllr MacDonald gave a verbal report but there was nothing major to mention and only one 
application needing a decision. 
 
She did mention that she had attended the meeting regarding the proposed development at 
Bramblefield, Hartley where they are proposing to build over the car park and replace some 
garages with flats.  
              
2013/391:  Grounds and Environment  
 

a) Members noted the date of the next meeting to be held on 25th June at 6:30pm at 
The Jubilee Hall, Longfield. 

 
 



 

2013/392:   Highways & Lighting Committee 
a) Members noted the date of the next meeting to be held on 23rd July at 6:30pm at 

The Jubilee Hall, Longfield. 
 
 
9:00pm meeting adjourned for Public Question Time. 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
Meeting was re-adjourned. 
 
 
2013/393:   Longfield Festival 
 
Nothing major to report, planning still going ahead. 
 
2013/394:   Longfield Community Park  
 
Nothing to report. 
  
2013/395:   KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
 
Cllr MacDonald advised Members that the next meeting would be Thursday 20th June at 
7:30pm, Stone Pavillion.  She reminded members that they are welcome to attend and 
indeed it would be beneficial to have another Council member attend. 
 
2013/396:   Dartford Borough Council – Cllr Brown advised members that due to the 
elections, it had been a quieter time.  A new Mayor was in place – Patsy Thurlow and she 
would be opening the Festival for us. 
He also advised members that he was still in discussions with Mrs Wadhams from Essex 
Road about the ongoing parking issues that he wasn’t sure we all purely commuter related. 
 
Cllr Drake raised the question of the removal of two crossovers in Station Road and Cllr Kite 
advised he would look into this. 
 
2013/397:   Kent County Council – Cllr Kite advised members that he had been re-elected 
and that he would continue to subsidise the 474/475 bus routes from his allowance and a 
request to subsidise route 414 was being considered too. 
 
Date of next Grounds and Environment Meeting   
Tuesday 25th June  at 6:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of next Development Control Committee 
Tuesday 25th June  at 7:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of the next Full Council Meeting 
Tuesday 25th June at 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Cllr Mack asked Cllr Kite if he knew anything about the alternative arrangements for mail 
collection when the sorting office closes in Longfield and Cllr Kite offered to speak to Gareth 
Johnson and report back to Members. 
 
Meeting Closed at 9:20 pm    
 

Signed ……………………………. 
 

     Date……………………………….. 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


