
 

 
 

 
 

Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Long Valley Community Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm 
on 

Tuesday 27th May 2014 
 

Present:     Cllr S Carlse  Chairman 
  Cllr T Mack 

    Cllr S Brown  Vice-Chairman 
  Cllr Z Snell 
  Cllr MacDonald 
  Cllr Kite 

 
   
In Attendance:  Steve House – Parish Clerk 

Jane Tyrrell – Asst Parish Clerk 
     
Cllr Carlse welcomed everyone to the meeting and then asked the Clerk to take proceedings 
in respect of the election of officers. 
 
2014/542: Election of Officers: 
 
The Parish Clerk asked for nominations in respect of the office of Chairman.  
 
Nomination for the re-election of Cllr Carlse as Chairman: Cllr Kite  
 
Second: Cllr Mack Third: Cllr Snell Fourth: Cllr Brown 
 
The Parish Clerk asked for nominations in respect of the office of Vice-Chairman. 
 
Nomination for the re-election of Cllr Brown as Vice-Chairman: Cllr Carlse 
 
Second: Cllr Kite Third: Cllr Snell 
. 
Declarations of Acceptance were duly signed by both. 
                          
2014/543: Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and 
Member of Cabinet at DBC.   
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Directors of the Leigh Academy Trust and as 
Executive member and Leader of Dartford Borough Council and as member of KCC and 
Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford 
 

 
2014/544: Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Dipak, Cllr Tamber, Cllr Hawes, Cllr Drake, Cllr Gay and 
Cllr Perfitt  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
2014/545 - Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd April 2014 were circulated and 
approved as an accurate record of the meeting by those present with the following 
qualifications; 
 

1) Cllr Carlse and Cllr Brown called for the record to clarify the below point made in the 
second paragraph under “Public Question Time”: 

 
…Little Acres Action Group, which had formed at the February meeting of the Longfield & 
New Barn Parish Council. The cost of joining the Action Group was stated as £50, which, 
inter-alia, entitles members to newsletters. 
 
This is more accurately stated as follows: 
 
…Little Acres Action Group, which had formed after the February meeting of the Longfield & 
New Barn Parish Council. The cost of joining the Action Group was believed to be £50, 
which we understand, inter-alia, entitles members to newsletters 
 

2) Cllr Kite made the below clarification in respect of comments in respect of the third 
paragraph of Community Warden Paul Hassell’s report: 

 

..Paul conveyed that a resident had informed him that DBC sanctioned parking with two 
wheels on the pavement… 
 
Cllr Kite observed that DBC cannot sanction parking in the manner described above. In fact 
the behaviour had been de-criminalised. 
 
It was moved that the minutes be approved. 
 
First: Cllr Brown Second: Cllr Carlse 
 
2014/546 – Matters Arising 
 
In relation to discussions about the “reasonable cost” clause in DBC’s Letter of Authority re 
legal action in relation to unlawful occupation of land Cllr Kite pointed out the vulnerability of 
the parish council without such support. Cllr Carlse relayed Cllr MacDonald’s concern about 
exposure to unlimited costs and Cllr Kite explained that without the DBC agreement the 
parish council would incur all expense associated with a response to unlawful occupation, 
including payment for legal services. He added that DBC cannot act for the parish without 
this agency agreement and that no variations would be accepted. 
 
A resolution to sign the Letter of Authority was carried unanimously.   
 
Cllr Carlse referred to deliberations in the April meeting concerning a letter box for the parish 
office and voiced a concern that an external receptacle would not be large enough for 
outsize mail. The Clerk was requested to ask the contractor who had fitted the replacement 
door if he would be prepared to install a letter box, making it “like for like” versus its 
predecessor. 
 
Responding to a query from Cllr Snell about recovering costs through insurance Cllr Carlse 
advised that the Social Club had claimed following the first break-in but not the second 
because the excess payable made it uneconomical to do so. The Club had contributed to 
the cost of the new door. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
It was proposed that a letter box be installed. 
 
First: Cllr Kite Second: Cllr Carlse 
 
 
2014/547: Chairman’s Report 
  
The Chairman advised that the Annual Assembly had gone well although the turnout had 
been disappointing, which was attributed in part at least to it being held on the Friday 
evening before a Bank Holiday weekend. Praise was extended to PC Tony Quilter for his 
informative presentation, which had generated much public interaction. 
 

i) Responding to the Chairman’s request for background on the Capacity Fund, Cllr 
Kite explained that it is a new initiative whereby DBC has withheld 50% of funds 
previously allocated on a discretionary basis under the Section 136 grant to be 
made available via bid for expenses meeting specific criteria. Shares of this fund, 
which totals approximately £25K, can be used to finance projects which improve 
councils’ sustainability. New computers were cited as a possible eligible project 
and an example was also given where two parish councils joined forces to 
secure the funding for a dedicated KCC highways operative to serve both of their 
areas. Bids can be in any format and when reviewing DBC would assume that 
councils had followed correct procurement procedures. Cllr Kite reminded 
members that the deadline for bids was the end of May. 

  
ii) Members were asked for their views on the future of the Grounds and Environment 

Committee which had been suspended for 6 months. 
 

Cllr MacDonald felt that allotment issues were being appropriately addressed by coming 
directly to full council. 
 
Cllr Kite stated that a parish council should be doing everything it could to improve the 
village, rather than being distracted by activities which are self-sustaining. He contended 
that a G&E Committee and simplified processes are fundamental to this. Cllr Carlse 
suggested that the G&E Committee could accommodate some responsibilities currently held 
by the Highways & Lighting Committee.  
 
In the discussion which followed a need to challenge and where necessary redefine the 
purposes of Longfield & New Barn Parish Council’s various committees was identified. It 
was suggested that the Terms of Reference be revisited in this respect. 
 
Cllr Kite put forward the idea of a new Village Environment Committee which would be a 
vehicle for properly defined objectives not currently accommodated. He considered that Cllr 
MacDonald would be a good choice as Chairman. 
 
Proposal to establish a Village Environment Committee. 
 
First: Cllr Kite Second: Cllr Carlse 
 
The Chairman reminded members about the Longfield Festival on 22nd June and mentioned 
that Longfield Tigers would be helping with pitch-marking on the day before. Responding to 
a call for more volunteers, Cllr Snell offered to help with preparations. 
 
The Chairman proposed donations of £200 to Longfield Tigers and £50 to the 
Women’s Institute both of which carried unanimously. 
 
 



 

 
 
2014/548: Correspondence:  
                            
Item 19: Cllr Brown asked if the car park repair was satisfactory and Cllr MacDonald 
remarked that puddles still formed and levels could be better. The Assistant Clerk explained 
that the dip in the centre of the repair as due to the use of existing drains to conserve costs 
and added that white-line marking had been investigated but proved unfeasible. 
Item 21: Cllr Carlse and Cllr MacDonald said that they would try to attend the meeting. 
Item 6: Cllr Brown expressed concern about the ongoing problem of manure being dumped 
on the roadside adjacent to allotments. 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting to members of the public present. 
 
Details of the nature and duration of work responsible for temporary traffic lights on Main 
Road at Longfield Hill were requested. Council members were able to give only limited 
information and Cllr Kite suggested that pressure be applied to KCC via a written 
submission. He believed that delays could be due to the contractor’s work on an engineering 
solution. 
 
Another matter raised by a resident of Rycroft concerned allotment boundaries where a 
profusion of ivy growth has recently begun to die. Cllr MacDonald informed the enquirer that 
boundary issues were already being looked at because of issues raised at the allotment 
holders’ meeting, and that this situation would be investigated also. Ownership of allotment 
boundaries was called into question and the parish office was asked to clarify this with 
adjoining residents. 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 
2014/549: Finance and General Purposes 
 
a) Recommendation to receive and approve the Receipts and Payments for May 2014 in 

appendix. 
First: Cllr Carlse Second: Cllr Brown 
b) Approve KALC Membership Renewal and payment of £1,368 (£1,140 net VAT) c/f from 

April 
First: Cllr Carlse Second: Cllr Brown 
c) Approve contractor's recommendation for crack monitoring reviews throughout year at 

£120 per reading c/f from April (Invoice to be drawn as agreed and forwarded to Hall 
Mgmt Committee) 

First: Cllr Carlse Second: Cllr Brown 
d) Approve renewal of fire extinguisher maintenance contract for Parish Office £36 (£30 net 

VAT) c/f from April 
First: Cllr Carlse Second: Cllr Brown 
 
Cllr Carlse reported that Cllr Patel has instructed that the contract for supply of electricity for 
street lighting as brokered by ECA should be accepted. 
First: Cllr Carlse Second: Cllr MacDonald 
 
Cllr Carlse queried whether or not the parish council had received £250 insurance excess 
for repairs to the fence in Whitehill Road. 
 
Cllr Brown queried the costs for planter maintenance and alternative strategies were 
discussed including sponsorship and servicing by local garden centres or schools. 
     
 
 
 



 

 
 
2014/550: Development Control 
 
Cllr MacDonald discussed the current status of various applications pertaining to Nurstead 
Stables with Cllr Carsle and it was concluded that a decision was due from the Secretary of 
State by end of May. 
 
Cllr MacDonald remarked that the planning application for the barn at Little Acres now 
provided for dimensions of 15m x 8m, whereas it was previously 20m x 8m. 
 
There were no objections to applications per the schedule to the agenda.  
              
 
2014/551:   Highways & Lighting Committee 
 
With the Committee Chairman absent the Chairman of the Council advised, on his behalf, 
that the meeting would be rescheduled. 
 
The Assistant Clerk gave details of costs for Christmas lighting. These being substantial in 
relation to the budget, Cllr Kite suggested a competition with £500 prize for the best 
lit/decorated shop, perhaps run in concert with the Village Advertiser.  
 
Cllr Kite went on to say that he felt the H&L agenda should be focused on issues raised by 
the public and felt that this was a case in point for a review of Committees’ Terms of 
Reference. 
 
2014/552:   Longfield Festival 
 
The Assistant Clerk advised that the Long Valley Social Club had pledged a donaton but 
has yet to hold a meeting for approval. £350 had been received from Pinden and chasers 
have been sent to Waitrose and Wards Homes. It was still hoped that Waitrose would 
choose the Festival as “charity of the month”. 
 

 The Assistant Clerk advised that: 

 licences had been returned by DBC  

 the PA system would be supplied by the Rock School 

 Cllr Brown would perform the risk assessment 

 the Mayor was booked for the opening 

 Confirmation was awaited from the Morris Men 
 
2014/553:   Longfield Community Park  
 
The Chairman reminded members that the new account needed to be set up, which 
necessitated a decision as to signatories. Cllr Kite advocated some independence from the 
main account. Cllr Carlse, Cllr Kite and Cllr Brown were nominated. 
 
Otherwise, current status was summarised as follows: 
 

 a Friends of Long Valley Committee has not been established to assume Hall 
management duties 

 it is understood that the Hall Management Committee wish to withdraw entirely 

 NALC advice is interpreted to 
clear the way for the parish council to take on the Hall employee without exposure to 
potential historic liabilities 

 
In answer to a query from Cllr Kite it was stated that, according to available information, Hall 
revenues would support an employee although significant funds have recently been diverted  



 

 
 
 
to maintenance and repair. Cllr Kite advised that it would probably be necessary to establish 
a zero hours contract on day of transfer.  
 
 
  
2014/554:   KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
 
Cllr MacDonald advised that Nile Lester would be speaking at the next meeting on 5 June 
about legalities concerning horses with no identifiable owners. She added that she may not 
stand for re-election as Chairman. Cllr Kite commented that KALC duplicates DAPTC to 
some extent and the parish council might still benefit from its work without being 
represented at meetings. 
 
2014/555:   Dartford Borough Council  
 
Cllr Kite confirmed that the date of the next forum is 1 July.  
 
Assurances were given that villages south of the A2 would not suffer adversely due to the 
Garden City project at Ebbsfleet but there would be security benefits. The boundaries are 
about to be announced and any Green Belt within would be protected from development. 
The Governmental and local authority consulting bodies would be finalising plans by year 
end. Cllr Kite also commented that construction of a power plant is planned in response to 
the energy needs of the Paramount development. He added that announcements about 
proposals for a new river crossing were promised this summer but are in fact unlikely to be 
issued pre-election. 
 
In commemoration of the centenary of the commencement of WW1 DBC are taking 14 
Dartford residents to the Somme. 
 
2014/556:   Kent County Council  
 
Cllr Kite reported that very little concern had arisen in response to KCC’s “safe and sensible” 
lighting initiative. 
 
The Assistant Clerk left the meeting at this point whilst office staffing matters were discussed 
in camera. Recommendation to advertise Parish Clerk Vacancy. 
 
 
Date of next Finance Committee 
Tuesday 24th June 2014 at 6:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
Date of the next Full Council Meeting 
Tuesday 24th June 2014 at 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
 
Meeting Closed at 10.40pm    
 

Signed ……………………………. 
 

     Date……………………………….. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 


