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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 
Tuesday 26th May 2015 

 
Present:     Cllr S Carlse - Chairman 
    Cllr S Brown  

  Cllr J Kite 
  Cllr S Brown 
  Cllr M Tamber 
  Cllr C Thornhill 
   
  2 Members of the Public  
   

 
In Attendance: Jane Tyrrell – Assistant Parish Clerk  
 

 
2015/070 Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman to the Council. 
 
Cllr Carlse opened the meeting and then nominations were requested. 
 
Cllr Kite proposed Cllr Brown for the post of Chairman. This was supported by Cllr Tamber. 
 
Recommendation to elect Cllr Brown as the new Chairman Proposed by Cllr Kite and 
Seconded by Cllr Tamber. 
 
Cllr Kite proposed Cllr Carlse for the post of Vice Chair. This was supported by Cllr Tamber. 
 
Recommendation to elect Cllr Carlse as the new Vice Chair Proposed by Cllr Kite and 
Seconded by Cllr Tamber. 
 
Declarations of Acceptance of Office were duly signed by both Members and Cllr Brown 
then continued with the meeting. 
 
2015/071 Election of Sub Committees 
 
Cllr Brown suggested that this item was deferred until there were more members on the 
Council and all members present agreed. 
 
Cllr Brown asked new member Cllr Thornhill to introduce himself which he did. 
 
 2015/072 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as an Executive Member and Leader of Dartford Borough 
Council, as a Member of Kent County Council, as a Director of the Leigh Academy Trust and 
also as a Director of Dartford Football Club. 
Cllr S Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee and 
Member of Cabinet at DBC.   
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as the Post master of Longfield Post Office. 
 
 
2015/073 Apologies for absence:  
There were none. 
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2015/074 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 28th April 2015 were circulated and 
approved as an accurate record of the meeting by those present. 
 
This was proposed by Cllr Kite and seconded by Cllr Carlse. 
 
2015/075 Matters Arising  
There were none. 
 
2015/076 Chairman’s Report  
Cllr Brown opened his report by extending his thanks to the Conservative members in light 
of the recent election success. 
He also pointed out that due to the current vacancies on the Parish Council, the process of 
Co-option would need to be investigated and implemented.  Cllr Brown suggested that Cllr 
Carlse approach Dartford Borough Council for guidance on this process. 
 
Cllr Brown formally welcomed Cllr Thornhill to the Parish Council. 
 
2015/077 Correspondence 
Item no 7 – Rabbit Infestation at Whitehill Road Allotments.  
Cllr Kite suggested that the Parish Office contact Niall Leicester at Dartford Borough Council 
 
Item No 3 – Capacity Building Fund – Cllr Carlse brought to member’s attention that the 
deadline for this application was the end of June. 
 
Cllr Kite explained the background of this fund for the benefit of Cllr Thornhill and also the 
member of the public present.  He explained that decisions were made by an independent 
panel and the fund was primarily to build the capacity of the council 
  
Finance and General Purposes 
 
It was noted that it was essential to form a Finance Committee and nominations were 
received.: 
Cllr Brown would be the Chairman and Cllr Kite, Cllr Thornhill and Cllr Carlse would be the 
other members. 
 
Recommendation to form the Finance and General Purposes committee with Cllr 
Brown as Chairman. 
 
2015/078 RESOLVED to receive and approve the Receipts and Payments for May 2015 
Proposed by Cllr Kite Seconded by Cllr Tamber. 
 
Cllr Kite asked if the Hall payments and receipts were shown with the Parish Council 
payments and receipts and Cllr Carlse explained that FOLV (Friends of Long Valley) 
accounts were reported as a separate entity in our audited accounts. 
It was decided that FOLV payments and receipts should be shown on different pages and 
reported at the end of the meeting under the FOLV section of the Agenda. 
Noted to segregate FOLV payments and receipts and amend on future agendas. 
 
2015/079 – To approve Annual Accounts. 
Cllr Brown thanked Cllr Carlse for all her effort in preparing the accounts for Audit. 
Cllr Carlse pointed out that there were a few observations as a result of the Audit and these 
would be raised at the next Finance and General Purposes meeting due to be held in June. 
All members approved the accounts and they were Proposed by Cllr Kite and 
Seconded by Cllr Tamber. 
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2015/080 – Internal Audit to be reviewed.   
It was agreed that this would be completed at the first Finance meeting scheduled to be held 
on June 23rd 2015. 
 
2015/081 – MJ Read & Co – to be approved to Audit 2015-2016 Accounts. 
This was agreed by all members present. 
 
2015/082 – Signing of Declarations of Acceptance to Office. 
These were duly signed by all Members present in the presence of the Chairman, Vice 
Chair and Acting Clerk. 
 
At this point Cllr Carlse also wished Members to note that the Contract for the Assistant 
Clerk had been signed and a copy given to the Assistant Clerk and also held in the office. 
Cllr Kite requested that one copy also be held externally and suggested Dartford Borough 
Council. Cllr Brown would investigate this proposal. 
Cllr Carlse also advised that the appraisal notes for the Assistant Clerk had also been 
signed off and filed in the Parish Office. 

 
2015/083 Development Control  
As there were no Members of this sub committee at present, Cllr Kite suggested it unfair to 
discuss Planning Applications at the meeting without prior knowledge of the planning 
process. 
It was suggested that no comments were submitted to Dartford until a committee was re-
elected. Members agreed. 
 
 
2015/084 Highways and Lighting 
Cllr Carlse advised members that she had met with John Reynolds from Kent County 
Council to discuss ongoing concerns with traffic and parking in the village. 
They visited Brickfield Farm and noted the concerns with the parking there as well as the 
number of large vehicles driving through the village in particular Pinden lorries. 
 
A suggestion was made to consider the possibility of Pinden Lorries not driving through the 
village but of entering the site from Darenth approach only and exiting in the same way (I.e 
no left turn out of the site). 
Whitehill Road was also visited on the site visit and a suggestion was to improve the 
signage from the Southfleet approach. 
 
Following their site visit, Cllr Carlse advised members that she had received an email from 
John Reynolds which she would circulate. 

 
2015/086 Longfield Festival  
The Assistant Clerk advised members that things were going forward as planned but all the 
pitches were now full.  She had erected one banner by the station and the others would be 
erected shortly. 
Cllr Brown gave approval to book two extra inflatable’s to replace the steam train that is 
unable to attend. 
 
2015/087 Public Question time.  
This was opened at 8:35pm 
A member of the public recalled a problem with rabbits on the allotments before and a man 
was contacted with a weasel by means of pest control.  This was an avenue to be explored. 
Noted to look into Pest Control at the allotments. 
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Cllr Thornhill asked for some background information about the Pinden lorries travelling 
through the village especially as they are travelling via the ‘S’ bends by Langafel school 
which is a notoriously dangerous section of road. 
Cllr Carlse reassured him that this would be taken into account with the proposed 
discussions with KCC and Pinden. 
 
Cllr Carlse also wished to bring to Member’s attention that since the Resolution of the 
Council, members would need to approve the appointment of an Acting Clerk and a 
Responsible Finance Officer. 
 
Recommendation to approve Cllr Carlse as Acting Clerk and Cllr Brown as 
Responsible Finance Officer. 
 
 
2015/088 Friends of Long Valley – Community Hall  
Nothing to report. 
 
2015/089 KALC – Dartford area committee – This would be considered when the new sub 
committees were formed. 
 
2015/090 Borough and Parish Councils Forum – No meeting held. 
 
2015/050 Dartford Borough Council and Kent County Council 
Cllr Kite wished to combine these two elements for ease of discussion.  Dartford Borough 
Council’s AGM would be held on the 27th May 2015 when Cllr Ian Armitt would be sworn in 
as the new Mayor of Dartford. 
Cllr Kite also wished to reassure Members that talks concerning Ebbsfleet Garden City and 
Paramount Park were ongoing but that access and transportation were a key feature. They 
did not wish to see any additional growth in traffic as a result south of the A2 and it was 
fundamental to protect villages such as ours in the process. 
 
 
A member of the public raised the question of the opening hours at the Waste and Recycling 
point at Springhead in particular the possibility of extended opening hours in the summer 
months. 
Cllr Kite explained that discussions had taken place about demand for this service and while 
he appreciated that around Public holidays demand peaked, it would be impractical to 
extend the hours for minor peaks and then having surplus requirement at other times. 
 
Cllr Brown closed the meeting at 20:45 
  
Date of next Finance Committee 
Tuesday 23rd June at 7:30pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
Date of the next Full Council Meeting 
Tuesday 23rd June at 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
 
 
Signed …………………………….                                                                       

Date……………………………….. 
 


