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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council 

 
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on Tuesday May 24, 2016 

 
Present: Cllr S Brown  

Cllr S Carlse 
Cllr J Kite 
Cllr T Mack 
Cllr D Patel 
Cllr S Perfitt 
Cllr G Sandher  

  Cllr Z Snell 
Cllr C Stafford 
 

2016/236: Election of Parish Council Chair:  
 

Cllr Kite was elected as Chair of the Parish Council.  
Proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Sandher. 

 
Cllr Brown was elected as Vice Chair of the Parish Council. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Kite and seconded by Cllr S Perfitt. 

 
Committee membership would be discussed at the June meeting. 
 
2016/237: Declarations of Interest:   
 

Cllr Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Board and Cabinet Member at Dartford Borough 
Council. 
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as Executive Member and Leader of Dartford Borough Council, as a member of Kent County 
Council, Director of the Leigh Academy Trust and Director of Dartford Football Club 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as Director of Hodgson Pharmacy, Smartmove homes Ltd, Lifeline Health Ltd and owner of 
properties in Longfield. 
 
Cllr G Sandher declared an interest as Director of Kent Equality Cohesion Council & Cohesion Plus Kent. 
 
 
2016/238: Apologies for absence:  
 

Apologies were received from Cllr R Perfitt and Cllr Thornhill. 
 
2016/239:  Minutes of the Meeting: 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday April 26, 2016 were approved as an accurate record of the meeting. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Snell and seconded by Cllr Stafford. 

 

     Office:   1st Floor 

Long Valley Hall 
Fawkham Road 

Longfield 
Kent DA3 7QP 

 
Tel: 01474 707290 
Email: longfieldparishcouncil@btconnect.com 



 

2016/240: Matters Arising: 
 

None 
 
2016/241: Chairman’s Report: 
 

Cllr Kite said that the Parish Council was in a strong position and he was confident about the future. He thanked Cllr 
Brown for his work as Chairman for the previous year and said that the decision to take back the running of the Long 
Valley Hall by the Parish Council had been extremely successful. 
 
The lack of input at recent meetings from the police was noted, and Cllr Kite said that he would pursue this. 
 
The recent Annual Parish Council meeting had been successful. A councillor said that during the annual meeting, a 
member of the public had commented that the event had not been well publicised. Cllr Carlse reported that the annual 
report, with details of the meeting, had been distributed by the Village Advertiser. Members felt that use of social media 
would improve the council’s communications, and it was also suggested that a banner be purchased to promote the 
annual meeting each year. Members said that the presence of a guest speaker might also boost attendance. 
 
A councillor said that the main concern of those members of the public who had attended the annual meeting had been 
traffic and highways. Cllr Kite said that he understood people’s concerns, but stressed that the parish was not a highways 
authority. 
 
The council’s recent purchase of a defibrillator had also been raised at the annual meeting. Members of the public had 
questioned whether the village hall was the best location. Members felt that if local shops wanted to purchase additional 
machines that would be welcomed, but agreed that the council’s defibrillator should be housed in Long Valley Hall. 
 
2016/242: Correspondence: 
 
Item 10: Letter from hirer with concerns regarding the redecoration of Long Valley Hall. 

An anonymous letter had raised concerns about the quality of the paintwork. It was noted that damage occurred when the 
tongue and groove panels were knocked by tables, but that the standard of the redecoration was good. Members felt that 
the purchase of new curtains would be beneficial. 
Item 13: E-mail from hirer with concerns over the lack of smoke alarms in the hall following a fire in the kitchen. 

It was reported that an incident had occurred when a plastic lid was left on a hot plate on the kitchen hob. There had been 
no fire, but the lid had started to melt and smoke. 
It was confirmed that at the time there were no smoke alarms in place due to the redecoration of the hall. These had now 
been replaced. 
It was agreed to update the hire policy so that the council undertook not to hire the hall out without the requisite smoke 

detectors in place. It would also be made clear to hirers that removal of batteries from smoke alarms would be regarded 
as a breach of the hire conditions. 
The meeting asked that the fire brigade be contacted to carry out a review of the hall. 
 
Public Question Time 
There were no members of the public present 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 

 
2016/243: Finance and General Purposes: 

a) To receive Annual Governance Statement and Annual Return for the year ended March 31, 2016. 

Cllr Kite commented on the high reserves held by the council, and said that the council needed to consider the 
best use of the money for the benefit of the three individual communities that made up the parish. 
The end of Year Accounts had been approved by MJ Read Accountants with no concerns or unexpected entries, 
and it was agreed that they should be signed off and submitted to the external auditors. 

 
Proposed by Cllr Sandher and seconded by Cllr S Perfitt. 

 
b) Recommendation to receive and approve the receipts and payments for May 2016. 

Agreed to approve the receipts and payments for May 2016. 

 
Proposed by Cllr Snell and seconded by Cllr Sandher. 

 



 

c) To receive recommendations from the Finance Meeting held on May 24, 2016. 

A series of recommendations had been put forward: 
1) To approve renewal of the annual rental agreement for the photocopier, up to a maximum of £700. 
2) To agree that councillor allowances remained at £100 per year. 
3) To close a dormant Co-op bank account containing approximately £700. No transactions had taken place 

since 1995. 
4) To approve the annual subscription of £50 to Rural Kent. 
5) To agree the renewal of the current BT contract. 
 
The recommendations were agreed en bloc. 
Proposed by Cllr Snell and seconded by Cllr S Perfitt. 

  
The issue of signatories was raised, and it was agreed that this should be considered at the next Finance 

meeting. 
 

2016/244: Development Control 

Cllr Snell gave a report on the Development Control meeting held on May 24, 2016. 
 

2016/245: Lighting, Street Scenes and Allotments Committee  

 
Update on benches. Locations for the two benches which were being purchased had still not been determined. It was 
suggested that a final approach be made to Lloyds Pharmacy to see if one of the benches could be sited outside the 
Station Road branch. Cllr Thornhill would be asked to investigate alternative locations if Lloyds did not respond, and it was 
agreed that the committee be authorised to make the final decision. 

 
Repairs to picnic bench: A quote of £750 had been received, which was considered excessive. It was agreed that Cllr 
Thornhill be asked to make further inquiries. 
 
Allotments: Following Cllr Thornhill’s risk assessment of the council’s allotments, the issue of the safety of some of the 
metal posts was discussed. It was agreed that Cllr Thornhill be authorised to investigate solutions and make a 

recommendation to the Clerk. 
Members reported on the state of some vacant allotments at Nurstead Lane and the impact on adjoining plots. It was 
agreed that Cllr Thornhill be asked to recommend a programme of works for the allotments with costings. 

 
Village sign: This would be an agenda item for the next committee meeting. 
 
2016/246: Events and Grants Committee 

No report. The committee had not met since the previous parish council meeting. 
 
2016/247: Longfield Festival 2016 

Cllr Snell gave an update on preparations for the 2016 festival. The Longfield Tigers would be marking out the site, and 
arrangements had been made for the grass to be cut before the event. The ATC would be responsible for supervising 
parking. 
A photographer had been contacted. Cllr Snell was asked to check that there was a DBS in place. 
It was agreed that the 2017 Festival would be held on June 20. 

Cllr Kite thanked Cllr Snell for her hard work in organising the festival. 
 
2016/248: Friends of Long Valley – Community Hall 

An increase in regular hirers meant there was less opportunity for casual hire at the hall. Cllr Kite said that in view of the 
increased revenue, he felt that the parish council should have more involvement in the management of the hall. All 
governance for the hall remained with the council, although the Friends of Long Valley had a separate bank account 
 
2016/249: KALC – Dartford Area Committee  

No meeting held 
 
2016/250: Borough and Parish Councils’ Forum 

Cllr Brown had attended a recent meeting. Matters raised included the role of community wardens and the Capacity 
Building Fund. 
 
2016/251: Dartford Borough Council – Matters to report 



 

Cllr Kite reported that the consultation on the Thames River crossing had ended, with Dartford making a strong case in 
favour of Option C. 
 
2016/252: Kent County Council – Matters to report 

Cllr Kite said that devolution was a big issue at the moment, with a suggestion that Kent be split into clusters. 
 
2016/252: Announcement 

Cllr Kite read out an e-mail which had been sent from Assistant Clerk Jane Tyrell to Cllr Brown before the meeting. In it 
she said that she had been considering her position, and would be prepared to take voluntary redundancy. Furthermore, 
she would be prepared to leave her post immediately. 
 
The meeting then went into ‘Closed Session’. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 10.10pm 
 
Date of next Full Council Meeting: to be arranged 

Cllr S Perfitt to investigate whether Jubilee Hall is available on Monday evenings. 
 
 
 
Chairman .................................................    Date................................ 
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