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Minutes of the Parish Meeting held at the Jubilee Hall, Main Rd. Longfield 

7:30pm Tuesday 22nd October 2019. 

Present: Cllr. Jeremy Kite (Chair) Cllr. Steve Brown (Vice Chair), Cllr. Jenny McDonald, Cllr. Jan 

Denman, Cllr. Roger Perfitt, Cllr. Tony Mack, Cllr. George Holt & Mike Morgan (Clerk).  

Also present: Three members of the public.  

95/2019 Application to be Co-Opted on to the Parish Council: 

Paul Denman explained why he wished to be co-opted onto the Parish Council. He was asked 

a number of questions by Councillors and after recess they voted him onto the Parish 

Council. 

 

96/2019 Declarations of interest: 

Cllr. Kite is Leader of Dartford Borough Council and member of Leigh Academy Trust. 

Cllr. Brown is a member of Dartford Borough Council, a member of the DBC cabinet and a 

member of the Development Control Board at DBC. 

Cllr. Perfitt is a member of Dartford Borough Council and the Development Control Board. 

He is also currently the Mayor of Dartford. 

 

97/2019 Apologies for absence:  

Cllr. Mike Tamber, Cllr. Catherine Stafford & Cllr. Gurvinder Sandher. 

98/2019 Minutes of the last meeting on 24th September:  

Minutes agreed with two minor alterations to words. 

98/2019: Matters arising from the minutes not recorded elsewhere:  

Cllr. Mack asked about whether Cllr. Kite had spoken with KCC Highways about the 

pedestrian crossing in Hartley Road junction with Station Road. Cllr. Kite confirmed that he 

will be speaking to them. 

 

Cllr. Mack stated that he thought the crossing should be moved as it is too dangerous. Cllr. 

Perfitt stated that if it was moved, people would still cross at the current location due to its 

proximity to the railway station. Cllr. Mack asked if we could have a controlled crossing or a 

mini round-about to ease the speed of vehicles.  
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Cllr. Kite said he will speak with KCC Highways about a possible traffic management 

review. 

Cllr. Mack asked if we found out who controls footpath DR147. Cllr. Kite confirmed that the 

land it was on, belonged to the farmer.  

 

Cllr. Mack asked about a decision to place a ‘New Barn’ village sign on the entrance to the 

area on New Barn Road when travelling from the A2. Cllr. Kite said we could have a ‘pub-

sign’ type of signage on the green area by Longfield Avenue. There followed a discussion 

before it was agreed to leave this for now. 

 

99/2019 Chairman’s report: 

There is a new Kent County Council Leader taking post, his name is Roger Gough. He knows 

this area well and frequents the area. 

 

100/2019 Correspondence: 

It was provisionally agreed that a memorial bench could be placed on the green at Longfield 

Hill opposite the subject’s old home.  

However, clerk is to ascertain how this will be located, construction and design etc. before 

final go-ahead by council 

 

Saturday 30th No. 2019 is the KALC AGM. Cllr. Jenny MacDonald will attend on council’s 

behalf. 

 

101/2019: There is an election for a representative of the Joint Transportation Board at 

Dartford Borough Council. There were two candidates and their personal statements were 

given to the members to view. They then voted for Stephanie Threadgle. Cllr. Kite omitted 

himself from this as he knew one of the candidates. 

 

102/2019 Public Question Time: 

Question regarding bushes and brambles that are becoming over-grown between Station 

Road and the railway bridge on Hartley Road. This may in some be an issue re the crossing 

mentioned earlier in the meeting. Clerk to contact Paul Colley at KCC re-this. 

 

103/2019: Finances: 

 

Finances and payments presented and examined. Passed as correct. 

 

104/2019 Planning applications: 

There were seven applications: 

DA/19/01340/TPO 21 Laurels, DA3 7HH. Tree Conservation officer to attend. 

 

DA/19/01346/FUL 51 Kent Road, DA3 7QR. No objections. 

 

DA/19/01381/TPO 12 The Gables, DA3 7LR. Tree Conservation officer to attend. 

 

DA/19/01390/TPO 11 Studley Crescent DA3 7JL. Tree Conservation officer to attend. 

 

DA/19/01438/ADV Nationwide Building Society, Longfield. No objections. 

 

DA/19/01397/FUL The Cottage, Southfleet Avenue, DA3 7JQ. No objections. 



 

DA/19/01392/FUL La Caista, New Barn Road, DA3: Objection as overdevelopment creating 

a new front boundary onto New Barn Road, removal of hedge and out of character.  

 

105/2019: Long Valley Hall: 

 

Three quotes have been obtained from three building companies for the repair of the hall. 

This comprises underpinning and then a new internally suspended floor. 

 

The quotes varied from £90,000 to £119,000 not including VAT. These costings only 

covered the initial work of under pinning and the floor work would be additional as well as 

later redecoration. 

 

Cllr. Perfitt stated he had been and seen some high value work under-taken by SBL Sullivan 

at Meopham Green and it was of high quality.  

 

Cllr. MacDonald asked if we could check the time scale for the work. Cllr. Perfitt said it was 

estimated at 6-8 weeks and then the flooring work. Cllr. Perfitt added that the inner wall by 

the kitchen may be a problem as we have not been able to have bore-holes surveys internally. 

Once work starts this may discover issues.  

 

Cllr. Kite said we now need to hold a meeting with the hall hirers to discover what the best 

period will be for the work to be undertaken. Clerk and hall hiring’s manager shall arrange 

this asap. 

 

There was a discussion about costs of waste management from the work.  

Decision was made to award contract to SBL Sullivan. They are to make a site visit to give a 

final quote and liaise with Cllr. Perfitt and Clerk. 

 

106/2019 Play area repairs and costs: 

 

The clerk presented a list of work that needed to be carried out on the play areas. Initially a 

quote was received for approx.. £12,000 after VAT was included. As a result, Cllr. Brown 

and the Clerk visited the play areas and decided which repairs were urgent.  

 

The list of repairs was given to the member’s and it was agreed that the soft surface play area 

repairs were needed as well as the repairs to swings, climbing frames etc. This would cost 

£5,321:36 plus VAT. The work should be scheduled for the springtime of 2020. 

 

107/2019 Longfield Avenue footpath repairs: 

 

After approaching KCC the Clerk had been informed that the repairs to the footpath off 

Longfield Avenue would cost £4,000. KCC have agreed to pay half of the cost if the Parish 

Council paid the other £2,000. Members agreed to this.  

108/2019: KALC 

No updates. 

 

109/2019: Dartford Borough Council updates: 



DBC had a ‘Santa on tour’ in 2018. He was transported on a 1939 Fire engine and this was 

well-received in Dartford and may be extended to the parish and could taken place in 

Waitrose car park. 

 

110/2019 KCC: 

Last year grit was given free to anyone who wanted it in Longfield and New Barn. The issue 

is how it is distributed and Cllr. Kite asked if the Parish wanted to sponsor this to address the 

distribution issue. It was agreed that this should be done and was proposed by Cllr. Brown 

and seconded by Cllr. J. Denman. 

 

111/2019 Any other business; 

The Longfield Festival 2020 will need a committee and one shall be arranged by the Clerk. 

Budget set at no more than £5000.  

 

A Royal British Legion Wreath has been ordered and shall be laid by Cllr. Brown at the 

remembrance service in Longfield. 

 

Cllr. Perfitt stated that a recent Environmental Health inspection found that we need to 

replace the pedal bin with a foot operated type and needed a new fridge and new hands-free 

taps. It was agreed that this work should be undertaken.  

 

Meeting closed at 9:50pm. 


