
LONGFIELD & NEW BARN PARISH COUNCIL 
www.longfieldandnewbarnpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 
 

 

Notes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road, Longfield 

 8.00pm Tuesday 23rd April 2019. 

 

Meeting opened at: 20:00  

Present: Councillors Jeremy Kite (Chair) Steve Brown (Vice-Chair) Roger Perfitt, Mike 

Tamber, Catherine Stafford, Jenny MacDonald, Tony Mack & Mike Morgan (Clerk).  

44/2019. Declarations of interest:  

Councillor Jeremy Kite declared an interest as a member of the executive of the Dartford 

Borough Council, Kent County Council, an interest in leigh Academy Trust; and as a director 

of Dartford Football Club.  

Councillor Steve Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Board 

and Cabinet member of Dartford Borough Council.  

Councillor Roger Perfitt declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Board 

and member of Dartford Borough Council.  

45/2019. Apologies for absence:  

Councillor Gurvinder Singh was at a St. George’s Day event, and Councillor Dipak Patel was 

away.  

46/2019. Minutes of the last meeting on the 26th March 2019:  

Passed as correct apart from a single word that had to be deleted on page three.  

47/2019. Matters arising from the minutes no recorded else-where on the agenda:  

Councillor Catherine Stafford asked if there had been a reply from Pinden Quarry about the 

use of the village roads before 7:00am. The Clerk passed the Chair an e-mail from a driver 

who apologised for having passed through the village at times before 7:00am. He was now 

taking another route to work in his HGV.  

Councillor’s Tony Mack and Jenny MacDonald asked about the issue of congestion in the 

Village Hall car park and what could be done to remedy the situation. At the behest of 

Councillor Steve Brown, the Clerk had made some enquiries with Dartford Borough Council 

Parking Services. They suggested a wide range of options. These included marking out the 
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car park in bays with better signage stating that the car park was for hall and club users only; 

to paying for the Dartford Wardens to adopt the car park, place a ticket machine at the 

location and to charge drivers.  

A discussion followed with all members discussing the merits or otherwise of various 

possible options, including using outside enforcement and contractors and re-designing and 

extending the car park.  

It was agreed that post next month’s local elections, a committee would be formed to further 

examine the options and make a proposal.  

Councillor MacDonald asked the Chair if the issue of double yellow lines on Fawkham Road 

could be re-examined, but Councillor Kite said this had been examined before and the issue 

was the actual car park.  

48/2019. Chairman’s report:  

Councillor Kite spoke of the recent passing of John Drake a former Councillor of this Parish. 

A condolence card has already been sent to his wife and the minutes should reflect the fine 

service he gave to the Parish. His funeral is on Thursday 2nd May 2019, at the village church. 

Councillor Kite out-lined that the Parish Elections were un-contested and a new member 

George Holt will be joining the Council. He congratulated the members present for being re-

elected. There are still two vacancies and efforts shall be made to co-opt these positions.  

49/2019. Correspondence:  

Nothing to report and no concerns.  

Public Question time: No members of the public were present.  

50/2019. Committee reports and recommendations:  

Finance and General Purposes (blue papers)  

Councillor MacDonald asked what period the BT billing was for. The Clerk said he believed 

it was for the last quarter.  

No other concerns and passed. Proposed by Councillor Staff and seconded by Councillor 

Brown.  

Consultation on Planning application (Green papers)  

There were four applications. The only one of concern was that for 4 Turnstone, New Barn. 

Councillors were concerned that this was an over-development impacting upon the 

neighbouring property as the planned extension will be very close to the boundary and would 

over-shadow them. Objection agreed and to be communicated by the Clerk to the Dartford 

Planning Office.  

Lighting, Street Scenes and Allotments  



There are no concerns.  

Grants and concerns.  

Nothing to report.  

Friends of Longfield Valley Community Hall  

The Clerk has had a survey carried out by Baxter’s whose surveyor Michael Dann stated that 

there was ‘No imminent danger of collapse in the next year or two’. Copies of the report was 

handed to Councillors and discussed. The Chair pointed out that the findings state that the 

damage was likely to be caused by clay under the foundations drying out or a tree that was 

cut down previously. New exploration should be under-taken with inspection holes/pits dug 

to examine the foundations. This should be under-taken as soon as possible.  

It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain the services to carry out this further examination 

and was granted a budget of £3-4,000 to do this. If this was likely to be higher, he would 

report back.  

Councillor Kite suggested that once the repairs had been completed, the Parish may consider 

a modernisation of the hall with new cladding/facia. Possibly CCTV and other modernising.  

51/2019. KALC  

Nothing to report.  

52/2019. Dartford Borough and Parish Councils Forum  

Nothing to report.  

53/2019. Dartford Borough Council  

Nothing to report.  

54/2019. Kent County Council  

The local refuse department at Pepperhill, in conjunction with similar sites across Kent; shall 

start charging people depositing plaster board, tyres and other building type materials. The 

charges will be reasonable.  

Ann Allan of Dartford Borough Council is to be the new Chair of Kent County Council.  

55/2019. Any other business  

The AGM is on Friday 17th May, 7pm in the Longfield Valley Hall. It has been advertised on 

our website, noticeboards, the Next-door social website and in the Village Advertiser. 

Councillor Patel had asked via e-mail about a Parish Annual report. The Chair explained that 

only a short one was necessary at this time.  



There had been some complaints about the regularity of refuse collections in the Parish and 

that people were having to leave their bins out for long periods; as they did not know when 

they may be emptied. The Chair and Vice Chair explained that there had been some 

difficulties at the depot, but this should now be resolved.  

Councillor Stafford explained that arrangements were on-going for the Jazz Festival on 

Sunday 7th July in the Community Park. One group had been provisionally booked and 

another was to be arranged. Eagle Heights would do a birds of prey display; while children’s 

inflatables a roundabout and food and drink was being arranged. Security, first aid and toilets 

had been arranged  

The stage was to be ordered and car parking arranged with a local land owner.  

Gurvinder Singh was arranging publicity posters, the prototypes were shown to the members.  

Meeting Closed at 21:20.  

 


