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Notes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road, Longfield 

 8.00pm Tuesday 26nd March 2019 

 

Present: Cllr J. Kite (Chair)  

Cllr S. Brown (Vice Chair)  

Cllr R. Perfitt Cllr M. Tamber  

Cllr C. Stafford Cllr G. Sandher  

Cllr J. MacDonald Cllr T. Mack  

Apologies: Cllr S. Perfitt & D. Patel  

Clerk: M. Morgan  

Members of the public present: 3x members of the public and KCC Warden John Newton  

2019/28 Declarations of interest:  

Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of the executive of Dartford Borough Council, 

Kent County Council; an interest in Leigh Academy Trust and as a director of Dartford 

Football Club.  

Cllr Brown declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Board and Cabinet 

Member of Dartford Borough Council.  

Cllr R. Perfitt declared an interest as a member of Dartford Borough Council.  

2019/29 Apologies for absence:  

Apologies received from Cllr’s Stephanie Perfitt and Dipak Patel.  

2019/30 Minutes of the Last meeting:  

Minutes reviewed and passed as a correct record of the meeting. Proposed by Cllr Brown and 

Seconded by Cllr. Sandher.  

2019/31 Matters arising from minutes not elsewhere on the agenda:  
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Cllr MacDonald asked why there was an urgency to replace the Longfield Valley Hall heaters 

as it is now spring-time. Cllr Kite stated that an electrical expert stated that we should change 

them all as they are too old. However, this will be expanded upon later in the meeting.  

Cllr. MacDonald asked why the decision was made to hold the February meeting was held on 

the 19th February when it should have been held on the 26th? Cllr Kite said no one knew why 

this had occurred. 

2019/32 Chairman’s report:  

The notice of election has been posted and is on the notice boards in the parish. There are 3 

seats in New Barn West, 4 in New Barn East, 1 at Longfield Hill and 4 in Longfield Village.  

2019/33 Correspondence:  

Cllr Kite reviewed the latest correspondence. There were no issues cited by members.  

2019/34 Public Question Time:  

Two parish residents who lived in the vicinity of Main Road and St. Mary’s said they could 

not get out of their driveways due to poor parking by commuter’s cars. In addition, there were 

regular high-speed vehicles which were a danger. There had been an accident in the previous 

week and people using the church were having to park farther and farther away from the 

location. The church puts no parking bollards out when they have funerals, but the 

commuters move the bollards.  

Cllr Kite explained that the Parish Council had looked at parking but putting measures in 

displaces the parking elsewhere. He is to ask Kent County Council to examine the traffic 

flow, parking and speeding in the area. People shouldn’t be parking across driveways. Mr 

Kite added that the issue has not been addressed in the last three months, this is because the 

funds had not been available and the funding had to be used to deal with the road flooding 

outside Langafel school which was a risk.  

One of the members of the public raised the issue of the parking restrictions outside 

Longfield Valley Hall and that this has displaced parking into Northdown Road. Cllr Kite 

said that new funds would be available on the 5th April when this can be looked at again. He 

also added that Dartford Borough Council are looking at the issue of vehicles parked on foot 

paths.  

The issue of Pinden quarry HGV’s travelling through the village before 7:00am was also 

raised.  

Action: The Clerk will write to the owners to confirm the agreed timings on vehicle 

movements.  

John Newton the KCC Warden gave an out-line of his work in the parish and efforts to 

protect elderly and vulnerable people from scammers. He also added that the issues with 

nuisance motor-cycles appears to have abated recently.  

2019/35 Finances:  



Cllr MacDonald raised the issue that the Parish Litter-man was earning significantly more per 

month than a year ago. In addition, he has had a rubbish trolley purchased from funds. He 

also has no contract.  

Cllr Kite said the hand-man did a lot of work and the Clerk outlined the areas he covers, 

including the allotments and playing fields. The Clerk also added that he did odd jobs such as 

fixing the hall’s doors.  

Action: It was agreed a Memorandum of Understanding was required and that the Clerk shall 

complete this with the litter-man. Proposed by Cllr Stafford and Seconded by Cllr Brown.  

There were no other issues with the finances/reports.  

2019/36 Planning:  

Cllr Stafford gave an out-line of the Planning Committees views on the recent plans:  

* Longfield Service station, new underground fuel tanks, roof and toilet – No objections.  

* 16 Chartwell Lane, a current car port/stand will be changed in to a ‘store’ with walls and 

windows. There was an objection as this is out of keeping with the openness of the design. It 

is a new estate and this was a major consideration during the planning and building phase.  

* 1 Greenfinches, no objections.  

* Clevis, New Barn Road - objection at this time as this applicant has not produced evidence 

to support the need to remove the trees and no evidence has been seen to indicate that 

previous tree removals have had saplings planted to replace them.  

* 15 Fawkham Avenue – Objection, deemed by members to be an over-development of the 

site to the detriment of neighbouring residents.   

* Wren House, New Barn no objections.  

2019/37 Street lighting, Scenes and allotments:  

Cllr MacDonald high-lighted that Southfleet Parish Council are no longer providing 

allotments. She asked if we can as a Parish offer some of our un-used plots to their tenants. 

The Clerk stated that he had already had three approaches and one had signed up for a plot 

that day.  

Cllr MacDonald also asked about making an approach to Southfleet Council about their water 

saving devices/meters which are believed to be used.  

Cllr. R. Perfitt out-lined that the taps had been replaced at both allotment sites and a stand 

pipe had also been replaced at Nurstead Lane allotments. The water board have been called 

out due to a leak identified by the plumber completing this work and the resultant low water 

pressure. This is now complete and the work which lasted 9 hours will be invoiced shortly.  



Cllr. Perfitt also discussed the tree which came down in the Nurstead Lane allotments and 

damaged a neighbouring properties fence. The Council Landscaping services should have 

removed the tree as requested, but this has not been completed as yet and the fence cannot be 

repaired. Also, other Hawthorn trees on that fence line are covered in creepers and look 

unhealthy.  

In addition, the tree stump at Starling Close, New Barn has not been removed yet and the 

over-hang needs removing.  

Cllr Kite asked that the Landscapers remove the fallen tree and deal with the other issues. If 

they cannot deal within 7 days, we will get another contractor to deal with it. The Council 

will pay for the repairs to the fence. Action: Clerk to deal.  

2019/38 Friends of Long Valley Community Hall:  

Cllr R. Perfitt out-lined that the heater in the hall have not been replaced or repaired as the 

design is too old. We have looked in to replacing them all with modern heaters. To 

disconnect them and replace them with modern systems, with one switch which will prevent 

one or more being inadvertently left on the estimate is £5,850:00.  

Cllr Kite asked if the members were happy with this estimate.  

Cllr MacDonald said we should have 3 estimates.  

Action: It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain a second estimate and if it was below this 

first quote, we would use that. If not, then we would use the first suppliers quote.  

Cllr MacDonald cited the parking problems at the hall with commuters and others leaving 

their cars there and causing congestion. Some club members were also using it as a private 

car park. The two signs that says the car park is for hall and club users need to be replaced 

with a si.gn stating that the car park is for hall and club users when they are attending those 

locations and not out of hours etc.  

Action: Clerk to get new signs.  

2019/39 KALC:  

Nothing to report.  

2019/40 Borough & Parish Forums:  

Nothing to report.  

2019/41 Dartford Borough Council:  

Nothing to report. 

2019/42: Kent County Council:  



Cllr Kite explained that a KCC review of the libraries across Kent had shown a need to 

restructure opening times. Longfield library is likely to lose 2 hours of open time. This may 

cause some complaints.  

Cllr MacDonald asked about the Mobile Library and its timings being advertised. This can be 

done on our web-site.  

2019/43 Any other business:  

Longfield Festival: There are problems attracting stall holders and exhibitors for a number of 

reasons. After a discussion it was agreed to change it to a Jazz Festival.  

Audit: Audit of the Parish Finances is due. Clerk to request auditor’s attendance.  

AGM of the Parish Council date to be set and advertised widely asap. By Clerk.  

Longfield Valley Hall Structural repairs: The Clerk outlined that the Council insurers have 

asked that the Parish obtain a Structural Engineers assessment and report back to them.  

Cllr Kite stated that we need to take ‘fast action’ to ensure safety.  

Action: Clerk to speak to Caxton’s surveyors to obtain the services of a Structural Engineer 

asap. Council will cover costs.  

Meeting closed at 21:50 hours. 

 

 

 

 


