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Notes of the Parish Meeting held at the Jubilee Hall, Main Rd. Longfield 

8:00pm Tuesday 28th May 2019. 

Meeting opened at 8:00pm  

Present: Councillors Jeremy Kite (Chair), Steve Brown (Vice Chair), Roger Perfitt, Jenny McDonald, 

George Holt & Mike Morgan (Clerk).  

Apologies: Councillors Catherine Stafford, Tony Mack & Mike Tamber.  

Also Present: John Newton KCC Community Warden.  

56/2019: Declarations of interest:  

Councillor Kite declared an interest as a member of Dartford Borough Council Cabinet, a member of 

Kent County Council and having an interest in the Leigh Academy Trust and as a director of Dartford 

FC.  

Councillor Brown and Councillor Perfitt, both declared an interest as members of the Dartford 

Borough Council Cabinet.  

57/2019: Apologies for absence:  

Catherine Stafford is at a pre-arranged concert, while Tony Mack had an emergency at home.  

58/2019: Minutes of the last meeting on the 23rd April 2019:  

Passed as a correct record of the meeting.  

59/2019: Matters arising from the minutes not recorded else-where on the agenda:  

Nothing to report. Minutes proposed by Steve Brown and seconded by Roger Perfitt.  

60/2019: Chairman’s report:  

The annual Parishoner’s meeting went well on the 17th May. It was a cordial and helpful meeting 

with several members of the public and the PCSO’s present.  

Gurvinder Sandher wishes to be co-opted onto the Parish Council. He did not stand for election as he 

works for the Kent Cohesion trust which makes it difficult for him.  
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He will be invited to the next Parish Council meeting to discuss why he should be co-opted.  

Councillor McDonald asked about whether he was also a member of the KALC executive? No one 

present could confirm this, but it was agreed that it should not be a problem.  

The Clerk shall also advertise locally that there are other vacancies on the Parish Council and that 

anyone also wishing to be co-opted should contact the Clerk or Chair so that they can be invited to the 

same meeting.  

61/2019: Correspondence:  

Councillor McDonald high-lighted a KALC training seminar on Allotment Management. She hopes to 

attend this. 

Clerk is to see if there is any training from KALC for new Parish Councillors.  

62/2019 Public Questions:  

KCC Warden John Newton explained that there was a rise in local fly-tipping and asked that any 

reports also be sent to him.  

He also added that there has been an increase in scammers in the area targeting older people. They are 

using fake identification and stating that they are police officers. Again, he would like to be informed 

if we know of anymore.  

He also high-lighted concerns for people locally with mental health issues that are vulnerable. He is 

trying to visit these people and give them any assistance.  

63/2019: Committee reports:  

Financial reports:  

All correct and proposed by Steve Brown and seconded by Roger Perfitt.  

Planning:  

There were five cases, four had no objections, but there were some concerns about a cedar tree at The 

Hollies which was subject to an application. It was agreed that there would be a request for the Tree 

Protection Officer to attend and inspect this application.  

Street Lighting:  

There was a streetlight out either outside or opposite 5 The Laurels in New Barn. Clerk to inform 

‘Street lights’ to have this fixed.  

Allotments:  

The clerk reported that there have been some new allotment tenants, but one vacant plot at Longfield 

Hill appears to be being used by an unknown female. He is making enquiries in a bid to identify this 

person as the new tenant wants to start work on the plot.  

Grants & Communities:  



Councillor Kite wants the clerk to advertise that the Parish Council can award grants to deserving 

causes upon application to the council. This will be done via the Notice Boards.  

Long Valley Hall:  

The survey result from Baxter’s has highlighted that the foundations at the northern end of the hall are 

one meter deep and should be twice that depth. The hall is built on clay and a mixture of rubble and 

brick. This means the foundations need underpinning. In addition, the interior hall floor needs 

replacing with a suspended concrete floor.  

We will now require three builders estimates for the work to be carried out as soon as possible. The 

Clerk and Cllr. Roger Perfitt will undertake this.  

The car park is still causing problems in terms of parking congestion. Efforts to remove abandoned 

cars have been successful with a number removed by the Council. In addition, several commuters 

have stayed away. However, the clerk showed images of a recent Lanbara meeting at the hall when 

there was double and triple parking causing congestion.  

It was agreed that councillors should attend one afternoon to access the situation and consider whether 

the basketball hard stand in the Community Park can be utilised on high volume occasions.  

64/2019: KALC:  

Nothing to report.  

65/2019: Borough & Parish Council’s Forum:  

The meetings are now back up and running post the elections.  

66/2019: Dartford Borough Council:  

Congratulations to Cllr. Roger Perfitt who is the new Mayor of Dartford.  

67/2019: Kent County Council:  

The refuse charges are now in place and the clerk is putting posters advertising the charges in the 

notice boards.  

68/2019: Any other business:  

Cllr. Roger Perfitt discussed the need to get a new rail for the curtains in the Long Valley Hall. They 

would also need rings to ease their movement. Jeremy Kite said it depended on cost bearing in mind 

that the hall will probably need renovating post any building work. Roger Perfitt agreed to obtain 

costs and report back to the council.  

Cllr. Roger Perfitt also asked if 6 new armchairs for the elderly could be purchased for the hall. 6 

were recently obtained and they have been a great help. We need another 3, but due to factors such as 

delivery etc, it would be more cost efficient to buy another 6 instead of just 3. The cost is about 

£420:00. Agreed they can be ordered.  

Cllr. Roger Perfitt also asked about new tables for the hall. He said there are 10 tables which are worn 

out and could collapse. He will obtain prices and report back to the council.  



Festival:  

We currently have two Jazz bands, Eagle heights, two children’s inflatables, a round-about, children’s 

stall, BBQ, Drinks tent, Indian food and Ice Cream van arranged.  

The adverts are already on the Parish notice boards and others will go to the local shops very soon. A 

large banner has been obtained and adverts will appear in the ‘DA3’ and ‘Village Advertiser’ 

magazines in the next few weeks.  

Jeremy Kite would like a leaflet for each home in Longfield and New Barn printing. This could have a 

voucher for a free burger/hotdog.  

Mr Kite asked if we could also consider inviting the Classic Cars along and if we could write to all 

previous stall holders offering them the chance to have a non-commercial stall at their own cost. They 

would be responsible for tables etc not the event organsiers.  

Cost of the car park will be £2:00 per car. Seating to be considered and or hay bales from Glovers 

Farm.  

There will be a meeting next week between the Clerk and Councillors on this issue.  

Meeting closed at 9:20pm. 

 


