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Minutes of the Parish Meeting held at the Jubilee Hall, Main Rd. Longfield 

7:30pm Tuesday 26th November 2019. 

Present: Cllr. Jeremy Kite (Chair) Cllr. Steve Brown (Vice Chair), Cllr. Jenny McDonald, Cllr. Jan 

Denman, Cllr. Paul Denman, Cllr. George Holt, Cllr. Gurvinder Sander, Cllr Catherine Stafford. 

Two members of the public. 

Also, two members of the public.  

Cllr Steve Brown was in the Chair for this meeting; Cllr Catherine Stafford acted as minute 

taker.  

1. Declarations (usual declarations from Jeremy, Steve and Gurvinder)  

2. Apologies: Roger Perfitt, Tony Mack. The meeting noted that the Clerk was on leave.  

3. Minutes of the last meeting. Agreed with one minor correction (last paragraph Page 1: 

“Cllr Mack stated that he thought”  

4. Matters arising:  

Cllr Gurvinder asked whether the borough council’s Santa Tour would be visiting Longfield, 

Cllr Kite explained that the general election campaign meant that the tour could not start until 

December 13 and would not be visiting Longfield this year. It was hoped that Longfield 

would be on the 2020 schedule.  

5. Chair’s report  

Cllr Kite reminded the meeting that he had agreed to contribute his £25,000 KCC member’s 

fund towards work at Gorsewood Road to address serious drainage issues which were 

causing flooding next to the primary school. Unfortunately, neither the county council nor the 

diocese were prepared to contribute towards the cost, and it was therefore not possible for the 

project to go ahead. 

6. Correspondence  

No comments  
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7. Public Question Time  

No questions asked.  

8. Committee Reports and Recommendations  

Finance and General Purposes  

Details of payments and receipts received and approved.  

Planning applications  

The Cottage, Southfleet Avenue:  

Parish comments already sent to DBC raising no objection 

8 Hill View Road, Longfield: No objection  

5 Hill View Road: No Objection.  

1 & 2 The Old Yews, New Barn: No objection subject to the comments of the borough 

council’s tree expert.  

10 Starling Close, Longfield: No objection.  

Lighting, Streets and Allotments  

Cllr P Denman reported that the streetlight on the zebra crossing at Station Road was out of 

order. The Clerk would be asked to arrange for it to be repaired.  

Grants and Community  

Cllr Kite said that the scheme would be relaunched in the New Year. Cllr Stafford suggested 

that a parish newsletter be produced giving details of the scheme. The newsletter could also 

give information about the planned work at Long Valley Hall and the Longfield Festival.  

Cllr Sandher stressed the need for work to start on the Festival, which would have a VE Day 

Theme, early in the New Year. It was agreed that there should be more children’s activities 

and a tea tent.  

Friends of Long Valley Hall  

A meeting had taken place with hall users to inform them of the building work that was 

planned. Users had expressed a preference for the work to go ahead in June, July or August, 

which were the least busy months. Cllr Kite suggested that the parish might help fund outings 

or other activities for regular hall users during the closure.  

The meeting discussed the use of ladders in the hall and it was agreed that from 2020, the 

parish council would organise hanging up the Christmas decorations.  



The meeting agreed payment of two bills for electrical work at the hall, totalling £1,845.  

9. KALC  

The AGM was scheduled for November 30.  

10. Borough and Parish Councils Forum.  

Nothing to report  

11. Dartford Borough Council  

Cllr Kite reported that the budget setting process had started, and it was likely that there 

would be a 1% increase to cover green initiatives.  

12. Kent County Council.  

Nothing to report.  

13. Any Other Business.  

The meeting agreed to pay for Christmas lights to be hung outside the library in Longfield.  

A suggestion that the parish council contribute to the Mayor’s Charity was not pursued as it 

was felt that it was not an appropriate use of council funds.  

Cllr Hood asked whether there was a date for the new working party on traffic and parking. 

The Clerk would be asked to arrange this.  

Cllr P Denman asked whether it was necessary to produce printed paperwork for councillors. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate setting up dedicated emails for parish 

councillors, with the default position being that agendas, minutes and reports be provided by 

email unless a member requested paper copies.  

Date of next meeting. Several councillors indicated that they would not be available on 

December 17th. The Chair would discuss with the Clerk, and councillors would be advised if 

the meeting was going ahead.  

Meeting closed at 9pm. 

Actions for Clerk  

· Lighting: Street light at zebra crossing in Station Road not working.  

· Parish Newsletter to be produced early in the New Year. Clerk to prepare draft for January 

meeting. Items to be included:  

Grants for small projects  

Longfield Festival  



Planned work at Long Valley Hall  

· Clerk to arrange meetings for Festival committee and working party on traffic and parking  

· Clerk to investigate setting up parish council emails for councillors and for information to 

be provided by email rather than being printed off.  

· Clerk and Chair to discuss date of December meeting and advise members.  

The meeting also agreed that from 2020, the responsibility of putting up Christmas 

decorations in the hall would fall to the parish council (i.e. the Clerk)  

Cllr P Denman has contact with a 1940s music group (for the festival)  

 

 


