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Minutes of the Parish Meeting held at the Jubilee Hall, Main Rd. Longfield 

7:30pm Tuesday 24th September 2019. 

Present: Cllr. Jeremy Kite (Chair) Cllr. Steve Brown (Vice Chair), Cllr. Jenny McDonald, Cllr. 

Catherine Stafford, Cllr. Jan Denman, Cllr. Roger Perfitt, Cllr. Tony Mack, Cllr. George Holt, Cllr. 

Mike Tamber & Mike Morgan (Clerk).  

Apologies: N/a.  

Also present: Five members of the public and Gurvinder Sandher. 

Declarations of Interest: 

Jeremy Kite: Leader of Dartford Borough Council, Member of Kent County Council, board 

of Dartford FC and Longfield Academy. 

Steve Brown: Development and Control Board Dartford Borough Council. 

Roger Perfitt: Development and Control Board Dartford Borough Council. 

Mike Tamber: property/estate ownership in Longfield. 

 

Applications to be Co-Opted on to the Parish Council: 

Gurvinder Sandher explained why he wished to be co-opted onto the Parish Council. He 

works with the Kent Cohesive Panel and various charities. He was a Police & Crime 

Commissioner candidate and is heavily engaged in community activities and assisted with the 

Longfield Jazz Festival in 2019. 

He was appointed with the proposal by Jeremy Kite, seconded by Catherine Stafford. He 

therefore took his seat as a council member for the rest of the meeting. 

 

Minutes of the last meeting on the 23rd July 2019.  

Cllr Tony Mack asked if it could be clarified that the issue of the pedestrian crossing was that 

proposed in Station Road and not the current one in Hartley Road near the junction with 

Station Road. This was agreed. 

It was also confirmed that Cllr. Roger Perfitt had been given direction to get the necessary 

electrical work undertaken in the Long valley Hall, although Cllr. Jenny MacDonald said no 

dates had been agreed for this to be carried out. 

Proposed changes agreed by Cllr. Catherine Stafford and seconded by Cllr. Jan Denman. 

 

Matters arising not recorded elsewhere on the minutes/agenda: 

Cllr. Tony Mack high-lighted the recent serious road traffic incident on the zebra crossing in 

Hartley Road by the Station Road junction. A female was hit by a van and is still very ill. 

Cllr. Mack asked if it could be examined to see if it can be moved to a better location. Cllr. 

Jenny MacDonald asked if there had been any consideration in moving it as it is too close to 
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the junction with Station Road and St. Mary’s Way. Cllr. Kite said the crossing was originally 

put there for people coming to and from the railway station.  

 

Cllr. MacDonald pointed out that it would be better further down towards Main Road, but 

various other Councillor’s pointed out that this would hinder people’s driveways.  

Cllr. Kite said he would ask KCC to consider moving the crossing.  

 

Chairman’s report: 

Cllr. Kite said there were still issues with car parking in the village. Social media comments 

were derogatory and sometimes quite personal about members of the council and the parking. 

Longfield was never designed for the number of cars currently using its roads. The village is 

very active and popular with good shops. This does generate parking issues especially with 

commuter’s cars.   

The Parish Council targeted an intervention in Essex Road and Kent Road as there was no 

off-street parking there. People were advised and warned of displacement of parking. There 

has been some displacement and the road outside the Parish Church seems to be the worst 

area. There are different perceptions of what is going on.  

At a meeting yesterday, Cllr. Kite raised the issue of whether the Borough Council can have a 

parking scheme with the Parish Council putting in some of the finances to pay for a company 

called, Buchan’s to manage this. The Borough Council could then see this through as a 

professional client for the Parish. DBC would be happy to do this and the question is whether 

we need to do some targeted parking issue interventions.  

Cllr. Kite pointed out that on social media some people want yellow lines all over Longfield, 

but this would ‘kill’ the village and its businesses. 

The scheme would cost between £5,000 and £7,000 and would involve two consultations and 

evaluations. A similar scheme in Cranford Road, Dartford had an additional cost of £900 for 

the necessary signage.  

Cllr. Kite said he thought the Parish Council should try this and deal with the issue of the 

parking outside the Parish Church first of all.  

Cllr. Stafford said she thought the parking had got worse recently and people need to use the 

church and its hall. 

Cllr. MacDonald added that the council had previously spoken about parking at the Long 

Valley Hall car park. No decisions had been made on that issue yet.  

Cllr. Denman pointed out that she was concerned about where the cars from outside the 

church would go. 

Cllr. Perfitt added that we do not want to move cars to the point that it would allow drivers to 

drive at a high speed at that location. He added that a lady in a mobility scooter could not get 

use the pavement at the other end of Main Road as people park on the grass verge and 

pathway. 

Cllr. Kite added that single yellow lines are ineffective, while double yellow lines will harm 

the village and its businesses.  

Cllr. Sandher agreed with the need for the church parking to be the first priority, but they may 

need to go further down the road with this. 

Cllr. Kite explained that we needed to be transparent about this and tell the local community. 

Cllr. Mack asked why we didn’t build a car park on the council land in Whitehill Road. Cllr. 

Kite pointed out that was green belt land and we could not build on it.  

Cllr. Brown stated that people would prefer not to pay for parking. That is why they come to 

Longfield.  



Cllr. Kite suggested a need for a Parking Committee to deal with this. The following 

members volunteered to be on the committee: Cllr. Denman, Cllr. Perfitt and Cllr. Holt. 

Either Cllr. Kite or Cllr. Brown shall also take part. 

 

Public Question Time: 

Q. Northdown Road has parking issues. A removal van and a bin wagon could not maneuver 

and had to reverse back out of the road. It needs yellow lines at the field end where they can 

turn around. 

Cllr. Kite suggested the new parking committee can look at this with KCC Highway’s.  

Q. We have heard that there is going to be some building of new houses on the Gallops. 

Cllr. Kite replied that it will not happen as this is green belt land and the council will not 

allow it. DBC has requests from builders to build in and around Longfield and Southfleet, but 

the council and declining this. 

Q. The footpath DR147. No one knows who owns it as one part is KCC highways and the 

other part needs cutting back. (This runs from next to the library and crossing up to 

Northdown Road). 

Cllr. Kite said he will find out.  

 

There were also a number of e-mail questions from the public: 

 

Mr. C asked if there could be a new ‘New Barn’ name sign placed on New Barn Road as you 

enter the housing area (coming from A2). This would be examined. 

Mrs. T. asked about an extension to the double yellow lines to outside Langafel primary 

school as the parking is dangerous. 

Cllr. Kite said we cannot do this, but it may be something the parking committee can 

examine. 

Mr. A.B. asked for permission to run fitness classes in the Longfield Community Park. There 

will be a trial 6 months period. He cannot advertise on any part of that land, cannot damage 

the land/park and must share it with other users. We would also like to see his insurance cove 

before he starts. 

Cllr. MacDonald asked if he should be charged as he is probably being paid by his class. Cllr. 

Kite said we cannot charge someone for this. 

Mrs. J.S. asked if the tree in Starling Close, New Barn could be replaced. Plans were put in 

place to do this, but for some unknown reason this has not been done. Cllr. Perfitt shall sort 

this out and replace the Cherry tree. 

 

Correspondence:  

Cllr. Kite reviewed the correspondence, no issues. 

 

Finance and general purposes report: 

Cllr. MacDonald raised the issue of a contractors monthly pay and it increasing. Cllr. Kite 

opened the matter to the floor and whether the contractor was doing a good job. The other 

councillor’s agreed he was as did the members of the public present. The clerk pointed out 

that if we called in other contractors to do weeding or bush cutting it may cost more. In fact, 

the monthly cost had dropped in August.  

Cllr. Kite as that the minutes record the thanks and respect for the contractor’s good work. 

Cllr. Perfitt reaffirmed that the contractor worked to the directions of the clerk. 

 

Planning Applications: 

8 Fawkham Ave, New Barn: 



Objection as too much cutting back, work needs to be proportionate. 

 

15 Fair-light Cross, New Barn:  

This is a sizable development which has been designed to meet the needs of a disabled child. 

It includes a downstairs bedroom, bathroom, physio gym, a carer’s bedroom, hydrotherapy 

pool. No objections. 

 

23 Festival Avenue, Longfield:  

Objection to Planning office as unclear which Ash tree is be felled. Two at location. 

 

1, Yew Tree Close, Longfield: 

No objections will add two bedrooms and a bathroom in the loft space. 

 

26 Fawkham Avenue, New Barn: No objections routine maintenance.  

 

18, Poplars Close, Longfield: 

No objections single storey erection. 

 

12 Birch Close, Longfield: 

No objections subject to change of window design to meet neighbour’s objections. 

 

The Clerk high-lighted an issue with the garden of 16 The Oval, New Barn. The owner of the 

property has pointed out that a small strip of her garden which contains trees is actually 

Parish Council land. She has trees that need adjustments/cutting and is unsure who should do 

this. After a discussion and a look at Land Registry plans from the occupants of number 16, it 

was decided that she should move the fence to the correct fence line and the council will deal 

with any trees that require cutting etc. The clerk shall liaise with the owner. 

 

No lighting or street scene issues however there is an infestation of rats and burrowing wasps 

at the Longfield Hill allotments. The clerk has called a pest controller in to deal with them 

tomorrow. 

 

Long Valley Hall: 

The survey for the building work has been completed and the report/plans should be ready 

this week. Once we have these the various builders shall be approached for quotes for the 

underpinning and floor work. These quotes shall then be brought before the Parish Meeting. 

 

In August the Kent Fire and Rescue Service visited the hall and conducted a safety inspection 

in the company of the Clerk. 

The clerk completed a new risk assessment and various other papers that were needed. 

However, there was a number of issues around emergency lighting, alarms and fire doors that 

needed work carried out on them asap. As a result, the Clerk deeming it unsafe decided to get 

the work carried out to reduce any risk. On the week of the 16th September Cllr. Perfitt got 

the electricians who were to fit the new heaters to also carry out the necessary KFRS work. 

Members were informed by e-mail and the hall manager Carol and the Clerk advised regular 

hirers of the cancellation of bookings for that week and the reasons. There were no 

complaints when it was explained to them.  

Cllr. MacDonald asked why it was done at such short notice, the Clerk explained that the 

KFRS could close the hall and the risk was too high personally. Cllr. Denman who works in 

the Health & Safety environment fully supported this action. 



 

Cllr. Perfitt stated that a new curtain pole has been put up. He shall ensure this is to 

everyone’s agreement before the others are replaced.  

KALC: Nothing to report. 

 

DBC: Nothing to report. 

 

KCC: Paul Carter is standing down as Leader. Cllr. Kite high-lighted the recently introduced 

cost of depositing certain types of refuse at KCC tips. However, a recent study has found that 

fly-tipping numbers have gone down. 

 

Any Other Business: 

Cllr. Mack is trying to get the path a Longfield Avenue cleared as at the moment it is unstable 

and uneven. With the support of Cllr. Brown, he has approached John Pellum at KCC in a bid 

to get it repaired. This may need some financial support from the parish, but we await this 

costing. 

Following the RSPOA inspection of the playgrounds at The Oval and in Longfield, the Clerk 

has spoken to Barge Ltd to carry out the repairs. This quote shall come through very soon. 

Other companies have been approached but they also want to do an inspection, and this will 

be an extra charge. We already have the detailed inspection. It was agreed that the Clerk can 

get the work carried out if it does not exceed £10,000. If it is above this he shall return to the 

next meeting. 

Cllr. Mack asked if the notice board at New Barn Road junction with Fawkham Avenue 

could be moved to the bus stop. There was a discussion and it was agreed to leave it at its 

present site. 

The Clerk proposed having the Longfield Festival on Sunday 28th June 2020. This was 

agreed. 

Cllr. Perfitt high-lighted that the corridor outside the Parish Office has a number of broken 

and faulty floorboards. These are a danger to anyone using the hallway. It was agreed that he 

should get a carpenter in to do this asap to avoid harm.  

Cllr. MacDonald asked if the blackberry bushes could be cut back in the Community Park. 

The landscape contractors (Sims) are due to cut back the hedges in the coming weeks and 

weed killer the pathways. 

 

The public meeting closed at 10:10pm and there was then a closed session regarding 

personnel issues. 

 

Session ended at 10:45pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


