
Appendix (vi) 
 
 

 
Longfield and New Barn Parish Council 

 
Minutes of the Highways Committee 

 Held on Monday 18th June 2007 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Parish Office 

 
 

Present:   Cllr D Patel (Chairman) 
    Cllr R Eagles 
    Cllr M Tamber 
    Cllr C J J Gouldsmith 
 
In attendance:  Tina Russell (Clerk) 
 
 

1. Declarations of interest 
Cllr M Tamber and Cllr D Patel declared their interests as retailers in Station 
Road, Longfield. 

 
2. Apologises for absence 
Apologises were received from Cllr Jeremy Kite. 
 
3. Minutes of Meeting held on 24th July 2006: 
There were no minutes from the meeting held on 24th July 2006, as there was 
not a quorum in attendance.   
 
4. Matters Arising: 
There were none. 
 
5. Waitrose car park 
It was brought to the Committee’s attention that Waitrose has installed new 
signs to the entrance to the car park, which could mislead shoppers as to cost 
of parking.  Only once the vehicle has passed the entrance barrier does it 
make it clear that it is a free car park for 1 ½ hours.  Parking for over 2 hours 
has changed from £5 to £20.  
 
The Committee is concerned about the new signs and the perception it 
creates as a Waitrose customer only car park. 
 
It was reported that Anne-Marie Hannam had agreed to look into the original 
terms of the agreement with Waitrose and that this should be followed up. 
 
Notes from a meeting held on 25th June 1992 between Parish Clerk, 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman and Mr Kempton- Development Manager of 
Waitrose Trading Department, were read out at the meeting (attached). 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6. To consider letter from Mr Dorey 
The email received from Mr Keith Dorey and the response from Cllr 
Gouldsmith were circulated to the Committee and the following points noted. 
 
With regard to parking in Whitehill Road, the Committee shared Mr Dorey’s 
concerns, but stated that no action can be taken at present until Kent 
Highways have completed their yearly survey.  
 
In response to comments directed at traffic calming at Longfield Hill.  The 
Committee accepted that the islands may not be in the best position but have 
had the desired effect of slowing traffic down.  The Committee request that 
the Council enquire into the number of accidents before and after the road 
calming implementation to assess its effectiveness. 
 
The issues of parking in Longfield are ongoing and the Council are always 
looking to improve the situation. 

 
7. Interactive Speed Sign funding 
The Committee questioned whether or not the funding allocated would now 
be best used on the proposed Main Road Interactive Speed Sign, due to the 
fact that in the near future, the traffic will be affected by additional 
roundabouts and entrances created by the development at Axton Chase 
School, coupled with the installation of a Puffin Crossing outside Langafel 
School, it was felt that perhaps an alternative site may need to be considered.  
The funding could be used for alternative Highways Committee issues, ie 
street furniture or village Christmas decorations. 
 
8. Bus Services 
The concern over poor bus services was discussed, particularly the 9.00am 
service from Gravesend to New Ash Green being cancelled and the lack of 
buses at the beginning and end of the school day to and from Dartford 
creating an issue of safety for both the elderly and young people. It was 
proposed that bus timetables be sourced and looked at by the Committee and 
put on the next Highways Committee agenda. 
 
9. DBC Joint Transportation Board 
Information relevant to Longfield and New Barn Parish was highlighted and 
noted from the next committee meeting to be held on 27th June 2007. 
(attached) 
  
10. Date of next meeting 
Date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 18th September 2007 at 7.30pm at 
the Parish Office. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm 

 
 

Signed……………………………………………… 
 
       Date ……………………………….. 
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