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LONGFIELD & NEW BARN PARISH COUNCIL 
www.longfieldandnewbarnpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 
 

Highways & Lighting  Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the above committee held on 
Thursday 13th January 2011 

Hazelwood Nursing Home, Brickfield Farm at 7.15pm 
 
Present   Cllr Patel  Chairman 
   Cllr Tamber 
   Cllr Drake 
   Cllr Hawes 
In attendance:  Tina Russell  Parish Clerk 
 
Chairman welcomed Cllr Hawes for joining the committee and wished every one a happy new year. 
 

1. Declarations of interest 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as proprietor of Hodgsons Pharmacy, Station Road. 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master of Longfield Post Office 

 
2. Apologises for absence were received from Cllr Stevens (prior engagement). 

 
3. Village Improvement Scheme 

 
a) KCC Member Funding 

No change in situation, Rebecca Scott Beaulieu is awaiting the final report of 
consultation carried out by Jacobs before funds can be released. 
 

b) Jacobs Survey 
Members feedback comments had been forwarded to Paul Leary and his responses 
were reported to the members present.  Matters for discussion included: 
Police Bays – members asked: Why do we need them?  Jacobs input is that it is not 
proposed to replace the police parking bay with new parking spaces, as it is considered 
that this could adversely impact upon safety at this location, taking into account the 
number of junctions/accesses in the vicinity and the bend in the road at the top of 
Station Road.  Jacobs recommendation is that the police bay either be retained (with the 
possibility of other emergency vehicles using this bay also) or be removed (replaced 
with double yellow lines) Jacobs asked that the council provide their input regarding this 
matter.  Members felt that it must have been safe for the bays to be put there in the 
first instance, so should be safe for normal parking bays.   
 
Recommend that Jacobs convert the police parking bays into time limited general 
parking spaces. 
 
Members were happy with the other responses from Jacobs to their questions. 
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Members considered the email received from Cllr Grainger and felt that the ethos of the 
plan is to reduce illegal parking and make more legal parking spaces. 
 
Recommend that the council instruct Jacobs to proceed with the consultation paper. 

 
4. Parish Lighting – Members reviewed the response from Direct Technical Services regarding 

the responsive contract for parish lighting.  Members agreed to invite Mr Bonner to the next 
meeting and to offer DTS an opportunity to quote for works, including cyphering of parish 
light columns. 

 
It was suggested that another letter to be sent to KHS to request a review of responsibility 
for the lighting outside of the new academy and new homes on Main Road. 
 

5. Salt/Grit from Kent Highways Services – storage/distribution 
The clerk reported that letters had been distributed to all traders in Station Road and sand 
had been delivered to Stephen Gay’s yard, and that the system had worked well and all the 
sand had been used, in fact had run out and a request for more had been received.   
 
During the second bought of heavy snow, the original bag of sand had been sent to the 
junction of Greenfinches/Pescot Avenue and some surrounding residents had letters put 
through their door, informing them of its usage.  Cllr Hawes is happy to ensure all residents 
in Greenfinches and Hill View receives a letter in future; the clerk will provide the letters for 
him to distribute.   
 
The clerk has asked KHS for two bags of sand in future, but if this is not possible then the 
parish council should consider purchasing a second bag. Quotations should be sourced. 
 
It has been reported to members that there has been misuse of the sand in grit bins, and 
urged that these are reported to the police and where possible vehicle number plates 
passed on. 
 
The clerk reported that she has asked KHS to include Kent and Essex Road in the gritting and 
/or snow ploughing during heavy snow fall.  Again members suggest that quotation be 
sourced for a local farmer to snow plough these roads, plus Greenfinches, Hill View and the 
Community Hall Car Park.  
 

6. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 2nd February 2011 
 

Future dates:  
Tuesday 8th March 2011,  
Tuesday 19th April 2011,  
Tuesday 7th June 2011   
 
Meeting closed 8.25pm    

……….……………………………………. 
 

Date……………………………………… 
 
 
 

Distribution to Members of Highways and Lighting for action 
Distribution to Council for information 
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