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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 25th January 2011 
 

Present:     Cllr J Kite  Chairman  
    Cllr J MacDonald 
               Cllr M Tamber 
    Cllr R Perfitt  
    Cllr J Drake 
    Cllr R Hawes 
    Cllr S Grainger 
    Cllr D Patel 
    Cllr S Brown 
             
In Attendance: Tina Russell   Parish Clerk 
     Maria Morgan          Assistant Clerk 
    Sheron Reece PCSO 
    
2011/1 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Dartford Borough Council Executive and 
Leader of DBC, Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford and Governor of Leigh 
Technology Trust 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association. 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master at Longfield Post Office, Station Road. 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as proprietor of business in Main Road 
 
Cllr Perfitt declared an interest as member of DBC Development Control Board. 
 
Cllr Brown declared an interest as a member of DBC Development Control Board and 
Cabinet at DBC.   
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as proprietor of Hodgson’s Pharmacy, Station Road  
 
2011/2 Apologies for absence:  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bassam and Cllr Stevens (prior engagement). 
 
2011/3  Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd November 2010 have been 
circulated and all those present agreed them as an accurate record of the meeting, after the 
following amendments: 
 
2010/439 a), should have the following addition included “Part 16 Landscaping”.  
 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 23rd November 2010. 
 
2011/4  Members noted that the December 2010 meeting had not been held due to 
bad weather and Clerk illness. 
 
2011/5  Matters Arising:  There were none. 
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2011/6  New Barn East Vacancy – Co option, the Chairman commented that there 
is very little time before the May parish elections and it probably makes sense to soldier on 
with the current 11 members, unless there is someone who is desperate to join the 
committee and then members would welcome their input.  Cllr Grainger commented that it 
would be useful for any potential candidate to attend the monthly council meetings as an 
observer, to become familiar with the processes.  
 
2011/7  Community Policing Report  
PCSO Sheron Reece reported that Operation Gym (bikes) is still on, so any parish can call it 
in should they need to use, as is Operation Gallant for anti social behaviour.  Operation 
Horizon; where the community policing officers join with the council and undertake litter 
sweeps and speeding issues and they are currently undertaking a project in New Barn Road 
and Longfield Ave for speeding with speed gun and SID. Recently a resident’s cat has been 
killed by a speeding car.  PCSO has delivered a flyer to ask residents to think about their 
speed and that the police will be patrolling the area. Cllr Perfitt would prefer monitoring of 
inappropriate use of speed in the road, rather than speeding on a clear road. Some 
members are concerned that promises maybe made to help prevent speeding, but members 
do not want physical deterrents and Sheron assured the members that the aim is to inform 
people.  Cllr Grainger asked that Sheron consult back to this committee before making 
promises or moving forward with procedures. 
 
Cllr MacDonald noted that there is a problem with commercial vehicles using Longfield and 
Fawkham Avenue because they are being directed down this route by their sat navs. Sheron 
responded by informing members that KHS have been asked to put signs on the A227 at 
Nurstead to deter lorries from accessing through this route. 
 
Longfield Academy students are being targeted in the village, as they are causing some anti 
social behaviour, so the team are hitting village at 4.00pm.  Mr Willis, the Headteacher is 
supportive of the work being carried out. 
 
Shop lifting in Station Road is a problem, and has been identified as not school children, but 
people getting off train and jumping back on train to get away, Sheron is also looking into 
Shop Safe Scheme.  
 
Sheron Reece reported that, double yellow lines are confirmed outside of Langafel School. 
 
They are still patrolling Brickfield Farm following the theft of cat convertors taken from mini 
bus. 
 
Neighbourhood panel has replaced the PACT meeting, same meeting with similar priorities.   
 
Cllr Drake stated he had had complaints about the aggressive driving of the Griffin buses.  
 
Cllr Kite had received complaints regarding the growth of commercial vehicles being taken 
home to domestic residency, which is very anti social and KCC are saying there is nothing 
they can do unless poorly parked.   
 
Sheron Reece left the meeting at 8.35 pm 
 
Cllr Patel apologies for being late and gave his declarations of interest as proprietor of 
Hodgsons Pharmacy, Station Road. 
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2011/8  Chairman’s Report: 
About to come forward for budget proposals with 1.7% increase in this Parish, with  0% for 
Dartford Borough Council and Kent County Council, as there are now a large number of 
borough councillors at Kent County Council who are aware of the importance of keeping a 
tight hold on council tax. 
 
2011/9  Correspondence: 
The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was RESOLVED to 
note correspondence received during December 2010/January 2011. 
 
The Chairman relayed the email form Cllr Stevens regarding the recent ploughing of the 
footpaths along the Gallops.  The Clerk has spoken to the farm manager who is aware that 
they have 14 days in which to reinstate the footpath and the Clerk has also contacted the 
PRoW Officer who will be monitoring the situation. 
 
2011/10 Longfield Community Park/Pavilion Project: 
Minutes of the inaugural meeting of the Longfield Community Park Committee held on 6th 
January 2011, were circulated and it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting and 
the recommendations contained therein be received and where necessary approved and 
adopted. 
 
Cllr MacDonald wanted it made clear at the Longfield Community Park meeting that she 
would not be an active member of the committee but an observer. 
 
Cllr MacDonald questioned how those invited were chosen, the Chairman explained that 
they are currently involved as users of the hall and park, and expects that as time goes on 
more people will become involved and suggested that the minutes of the meeting be placed 
on the hall notice board to ensure all hall users are included, particularly the dance group 
and dog club.  Members agreed however, that although it is important to have 
representatives from all members of the parish groups, it’s important that those members are 
active on the committee. 
 
Cllr MacDonald wished that it be made clear that the Longfield Tigers had reported that they 
could need up to 50 parking spaces.  
 
Roger Sedgley, Architect will be invited to the next meeting which should be 6-8 weeks from 
the last meeting. 
 
Cllr Grainger viewed concern that the Sports and Social Club representatives have 
previously been asked to go back to their committee and send back written confirmation of 
their preferred involvement in the project and to date, this correspondence has not been 
received. Cllr Grainger ask for some clarity as to where the Parish Council stand with Social 
Club, as they were absent from the recent meeting. The Clerk confirmed that unfortunately 
they could not attend due to illness.   
 
2011/11 Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 

i) Finance and General Purposes: 
a) Receipts and Payments for December 2010 and January 2011 were circulated as 

Appendix i and members RESOLVED to approve all Receipts and Payments. 
 

b) Copies of the proposed budget figures for 2011/12 were circulated to the members 
prior to the meeting and it was RESOLVED to approve the budget figures for 
2011/12 and their submission to Dartford Borough Council, making a precept figure 
for Band D properties as £24.82, being a 1.7% increase on 2010/11. 
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c) Cllr MacDonald questioned why the Finance Meeting scheduled for 4th January had 
not been held and was informed; this was due to clerk illness.  The Chairman with 
The Clerk, met at their earliest convenience to produce the budget figures for 
approval by the council.   

 
ii) Development Control: 

a)  Cllr MacDonald delivered a verbal report of the recommendations of the meeting 
of the Development Control Committee held on 25th January 2011 (appendix ii).  
It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Development Control 
Committee.  

b) Members will be writing to DBC re land behind flats at 67-97 Station Road for 
flats, due to the lack of parking currently, so there would be an additional impact 
on the village parking, which is currently a major concern for the Parish Council 
and this impact would not be of benefit to the village.  Cllr Perfitt agreed to follow 
this up at DBC. 

c) Cllr MacDonald raised the issue of the containers at bottom of Nurstead Avenue, 
which is on the border of Gravesham and Dartford Councils, Cllr Perfitt had 
reported back to Cllr MacDonald on this subject. 

 
iii) Highways & Lighting Committee: 

a) Minutes of the Highways & Lighting Committee held on 7th December 2010 and 
10th January 2011 were circulated to members and it was RESOLVED that the 
minutes of the meetings and the recommendations contained therein be received 
and where necessary approved and adopted. 

b) Members discussed some mixed feed back they had received from residents 
during the heavy snow fall period.  

c) Need to find out from local farmers who are contracted by Kent Highways in our 
parish if they will be prepared to snow plough our designated roads. 

 
iv) Grounds and Environment Committee: 
a) Longfield Hill Mission Room, there have been no further developments to date. 
b) Members noted the report of the Pinden Liaison Meeting held on 8th December 2010. 

Members wished that it be noted that they send their  best wishes to gentlemen 
injured recently at Pinden plant. 

c) Minutes of the Allotment Holders Meeting held on Friday 21st January 2011 were 
circulated to members and it was RESOLVED to note the record of the meeting. 

d) Cllr Patel reported that the Village Planters look terrible, and members agreed to 
proceed with replanting as soon as possible. 
 

2011/12 KALC – Dartford Area Committee 
Members noted the date of the meeting as Thursday 10th February 2011 to be held in the 
Jubilee Hall, Main Road, and the agenda item for discussion on  The Localism Bill, had been 
circulated to members.  Cllr MacDonald will be in attendance and invited another member to 
attend.  Cllr Kite confirmed his interest to attend. 
 
2011/13 DAPTC 
The members noted that they had received the agenda and the uncleared minutes for the 
DAPTC meeting held on Tuesday 11th January 2011.  
 
 
2011/14 Longfield Festival - Sunday 3rd July 2011: 
a) Minutes of the Longfield Festival meeting held on Tuesday 11th January 2011 were 

circulated to members and it was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of the meeting and 
any recommendations contained therein.  
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b) The Clerk commented that there had not been a Councillor present at the meeting and 
the Chairman agreed that there should be a Councillor present to provide a steer for the 
committee. 

c) To note the date of next Festival Meeting to be held on Tuesday 29th March 2011.  
 

20011/15 Cllr Macdonald asked for another member to join the Development Control, 
Cllr Hawes agreed to join. 
 
 
Date of next meeting Tuesday 22nd February at 8.00pm 
 
Meeting closed at 10.05pm 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………………… 
 

Date……………………………………. 


