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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 27th April 2010 
 

Present: Cllr J Kite  Chairman 
  Cllr A Butler 
  Cllr R Perfitt 
  Cllr J MacDonald 
  Cllr J Drake 
  Cllr D Patel (late) 
  Cllr C McVeigh 
 
In attendance:Tina Russell – Parish Clerk 
  2 members of the public 
   
2010/352 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Perfitt declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee at DBC 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association 
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Directors for the Leigh Academy and as 
Executive member and Leader of Dartford Borough Council and as non executive member 
of KCC and Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford. 
 
Cllr Butler declared an interest as Trustee of Long Valley Trust. 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as proprietor of Hodgsons Pharmacy and Hazelwood Nursing 
Home 
 
2010/353 Apologies for absence:  
 
Were received from Cllr Tamber, Cllr Brown, Cllr Stevens (prior commitment), Cllr Grainger 
(holiday), Cllr Patel apologised for being late. 
 
2010/354 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd March 2010 have been 
circulated and proposed by Cllr T Butler, and seconded by Cllr J Drake as an accurate 
record of the meeting and approved by those present.               
       
2010/355 Matters Arising  
There were none 
 
2010/356 Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance at the Annual Parish Assembly on 16th 
April it was a good launch for the improvements to the village centre without being too 
descriptive and that Cllr Grainger and Cllr Patel were happy that the launch to the public 
helped start a debate which will move the project ahead. 
 
Election on 6th May when polling stations will be set up, which the parish council will not 
have to fund. 
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2010/357 Correspondence:  
                                  

i) The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was 
RESOLVED to note correspondence received during April 2010. 

 
a) Following the PACT meeting held on 20th April, which members attended it 

was announced that the Longfield Academy school times are being changed, 
Cllr MacDonald enquired whether this  would impact on the bus services and 
whether it’s being considered, members noted that this would need to be 
raised at the next Arriva meeting. 

b) Changes of procedures of planning applications will be from KCC not 
Dartford. 

c) Pot hole letter could there be more clarification,  Cllr Macdonald felt that there 
seems no definition as to what is a pot hole, rather than surface lifting.  Cllr 
Kite clarified that it is now being done locally on a  fill them in when and 
where they find them practice.  Seems that there is a rapid response for 
minor carriageway damage, but the major problems seem to be taking longer. 
 

ii) 1st New Barn Scout Group request for financial support for 4 members attending 
World Jamboree in Sweden 2011.  
Following discussion members RESOLVED to reply wishing them god speed 
with their travels, but the parish council are only prepared to consider grants for 
capital and long term projects for the group.  And that a second letter be sent 
asking the scout group if they would be prepared to undertake regular cleaning of 
the parish notice boards in return for a donation. 
 

iii) Invitation to attend DBC AGM on Wed 12th May at 7pm, - Cllr Kite will be attending 
as Leader of DBC.  No other members of the council were interested in 
attending. 

 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 
2010/358: Finance: 
 

a) Receipts and Payments for April 2010 were circulated as Appendix i and were 
Proposed by Cllr T Butler and Seconded by Cllr D Patel and it was RESOLVED to 
approve all Receipts and Payments.   It was noted that there were no payments with 
regard to staff salaries due to a fault with the HMRC installation of new disc for 
current year.  Once the problem is resolved the cheques will be raised and signed 
during the forthcoming month. 
 

b) RESOLVED to note that the meeting of the Finance Committee Meeting to have 
been held on 6th April 2010 was inquorate and was adjourned. 
 

c) RESOLVED to approve Nigel J Wharton, of MJ Read & Co, Sevenoaks, as Internal 
Auditor for the period 2009-2010 
 

d) RESOLVED that, the Council approve the signing of the Audit Commission Annual 
Return for the year ended 31 March 2010, Section 1 - Statement of accounts for 
Longfield and New Barn Parish Council and Section 2 - Annual governance 
statement, as previously circulated.  All members were in agreement. 
 

e) RESOLVED to adopt the previous circulated, updated 2010 Terms of Reference for 
Committees of the Longfield and New Barn Parish Council. 
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f) Members noted that they have received the new Standing Orders and that their 

adoption will be an agenda item on 25th May 2010.  

 
2010/359 Development Control 
          

a) Cllr McVeigh noted that there were no applications for discussion but there was 
representation from neighbours near Pinden Quarry, regarding the application from 
Pinden Quarry that will be determined by Kent County Council, which is almost a 
retrospective application, members commented that Pinden will have to use the 
highway and not drive along field and so will have to adhere to highway regulations.  
Resident have been informed that there will be 3 lorries in a day and 3 out.  With a 
permanent banks man.  Residents are concerned that this will produce more muck 
and litter and disrespect the area and the residents that live there. Cllr Kite 
acknowledged the expertise of the local resident, who have found it hard to converse 
with the quarry owners. It was RESOLVED that the council are minded to send in an 
objection and that one would be re-issued from the parish office.  
 

RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Development Control Committee 
and note the points raised from the meeting held on 27th April 2010. 
 

2010/360 Highways & Lighting     
 

Cllr Patel reported on the PACT meeting and noted that there were some duplication 
of topics from annual assembly and that these would be considered by the Jacobs 
survey, and that residents of Essex Rd and Kent Rd need to familiarise themselves 
with the pack from DBC. 
 
S bends at Langafel project lead by PCSO, but currently cannot ticket unless they 
are parked dangerously or obstructing, Cllr Patel stated that the parish council are in 
negotiations with KHS to consider additional double yellow lines. 
 
Pinden quarry lorries were raised by residents, especially the speed of some of the 
lorries and the issue that many of the offenders are sub contractors using the quarry. 
 
Cllr Patel stated that he identified that there should be  better communication 
between PACT and the Highways Committee, to avoid duplication and that serious 
matters can be dealt with together. 
 
New Barn Road was discussed with regard to speeding traffic and the possible need 
for a pedestrian crossing. 
 
Longfield Academy pupils will be undertaking community projects in the village. 
 

a) Report of the PACT meeting attended by members held on 20th April was given 
verbally and it was RESOLVED to note the comments made. 
 

b) RESOLVED to note the circulated meeting notes from Jacobs held on 30th March 
2010.  
 

c) RESOLVED to approve the acceptance of the engineering advice from Jacobs to 
carry out traffic counts, crash data report, site survey and receive a final study report 
at a total cost of £3,015.32 to proceed development of the proposed highways 
improvements to Station Road and the surrounding area. And that the there would  
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be further consultation with the members of the parish before final plans are 
implemented. 

 
d) RESOLVED to approach the KCC Member to assist with funding for the engineering 

advice from Jacobs necessary to produce the final study report for proposed highway 
improvements to Station Road and surrounding area. 
 

e) To discuss correspondence from resident regarding request for crossing on New 
Barn Road. (Paper attached). 

 
Chairman stated that these decisions must come to council and be dealt with 
collectively and that the suggestions of decisions should not be given by individuals. 
Members discussed the letter from the resident requesting a crossing on New Barn 
Road, the council’s aim is to keep the parish in a rural state, traffic lights and 
crossing leads towards more urbanisation with lights, road markings and road signs, 
which does not enhance the area.  The accident statistics do not support the 
implementation of a crossing.  It was RESOLVED that there were strong views 
against the crossing but the council will gather relevant information to inform 
councillor’s further discussion. 

 
f) It was RESOLVED that members noted the  notes of the meeting held on 12th March 

2010 with Arriva and Parish Councils, and to note the date of next meeting to be held 
on Friday 17th September 2010. 
 
Cllr Kite commended Cllr Salway for initiating these worthwhile meetings. 
 

2010/361:  Grounds and Environment  
 

a) Minutes of the Grounds and Environment meeting held on 7th April were circulated 
and it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting and the recommendations 
contained therein be received and where necessary approved and adopted. With the 
refusal to the recommendation that a planning application and associated fees, be 
made to DBC by the Parish Council for the change of use of the Community Park 
identified area, to be made into an overflow car park for the use of the Community 
Hall. 
 
Following a lengthy discussion it was Recommended that the Hall Management 
Committee be invited to apply for a planning application to ascertain that the project 
is fit for purpose and that should that be approved, let the parish council  know and 
thereafter the parish council can make a decision whether to go ahead. 
 
RESOLVED that once the Hall Management Committee have submitted a 
successful planning application to DBC, then the parish council’s decision to grant 
permission for approval will be taken at a later meeting, following the outcome and 
considerations from the planning application, ensuring that the area is fit for purpose. 
 

b) RESOLVED to note the report of the Hall Committee Meeting held on 20th April 
2010, submitted by Cllr Grainger. 
 

c) Members had been sent copies of the planning application for the Pavilion Project 
from Alexander Sedgley and members decided to look over them over the next 
month and make a decision at the May meeting. 
 
A draft letter to Paul Carter will be submitted to the Chairman for approval, regarding 
the funding of the Pavilion Project. 
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Public Question Time (9.00pm) – 
 
 
2010/361: Longfield Festival - Sunday 4th July 2010  
     

a) Minutes of the Festival Meeting held on 30th March were circulated and it was 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting and the recommendations contained 
therein be received and where necessary approved and adopted. 
 

b) Members noted the date of the next Festival Meeting as Tuesday 18th May 2010 at 
7.00pm in the Committee Room, Longfield Community Hall. 

 
c) Members agreed to open up the Whitehill Road Recreation ground for additional car 

parking on the day and an approach will be made to Pinden to ask if they can 
remove the concrete block. 
 

2010/362 DAPTC – Dartford Association of Parish and Town Councils 
 

a) Cleared minutes of the meeting held on 6th April had been circulated and members 
RESOLVED to note these. 

b) Notes and recommendations produced by the clerk were circulated and members 
noted these. 

c) Cllr Kite had met with Nick Fenton from Ward Homes, and  enquired whether the    
play space intended at the  Axton Chase development be transferred to the Parish 
Council  instead of a management company.  There had been a hand shake 
agreement to this, which would be accompanied with a dowry representative of 
management costs for 25 years.  The clerk will contact Ward Homes to confirm the 
arrangement in writing.  
 

d) Voting procedure for Standards Committee – members stated they have no view on 
the matter. 

 
Date of the Next Meeting 
 
Tuesday 25th May 2010 8.00pm  for the Annual Parish Meeting, at Jubilee Hall, Main Road
  
To be tabled 
Various circulars and newsletters of interest. 
Dartford Borough Councils meeting Agendas and Minutes 
 
Meeting Closed at 9.59 pm 
 
 
 

    Signed ……………………………. 
 
 

  Date……………………………….. 
 

 
 
 
      
 


