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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 27th July 2010 
 

Present:     Cllr A Butler  Chairman 
    Cllr S Grainger 

  Cllr C McVeigh  
    Cllr J MacDonald 
    Cllr J Drake 
    Cllr A Bassam 
               Cllr M Tamber 
    Cllr R Perfitt  
                     
 
In Attendance: Tina Russell Parish Clerk 
     Gemma Pawley – Beat Officer 
     Members of the Public - one 
      
2010/391 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Butler declared an interest as Trustee of the Long Valley Trust. 
 
Cllr Grainger declared an interest as Trustee of the Long Valley Trust. 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association and 
interest in the Longfield Hill Mission Hall 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master at Longfield Post Office, Station Road. 
 
Cllr Perfitt declared an interest as member of DBC Development Control Board. 
 
2010/392 Apologies for absence:  
Were received from Cllr Kite (DBC commitment), Cllr Stevens (prior commitment), Cllr 
Brown (work), Cllr Patel (family member in hospital).  
 
2010/393 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd June 2010 have been 
circulated and Proposed by Cllr McVeigh and Seconded by Cllr Grainger, and all those 
present agreed them as an accurate record of the meeting.  

 
2010/394 Matters Arising  
There were none 
 
2010/395 Community Policing Report 
 
PC Gemma Pawley reported on Operation Horizon and made reference to the flyer that had 
been previously circulated to members in their mailing.  It had been intended to carry out a 
community clear up with people on probation, unfortunately the supervisor was on sick 
leave, and therefore the work could not be carried out.  Longfield is now on the list to be 
done but probably won’t be done until October.  Cllr Grainger says it is a waste of time due 
to lack of supervisors with probationary individuals.  Members made it clear that they are not 
happy with the lack of the supervision of these individuals.  It was suggested that perhaps 
councillors could be trained to become supervisors.   Feedback from successful input of 
probationary offenders has been positive.  A member noted that there are a number of 
footpaths with branches hanging over them and this could be a task for this type of 
operation.   
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Crime prevention bus was in Waitrose on Tuesday all day, and the neighbourhood policing 
team took part in bike marking in the Bean area and are hoping to get it in Waitrose and in 
the local park in the future. 
 
New Barn speeding; a couple of local members of public have been using the speed 
indicator device, so the offenders will get a warning letter to note that they have been seen 
speeding.  After 2 warnings the offenders can be fined.  The site is risk assessed by police 
before the volunteers go out on site.   Minimum of 5 volunteers at a time can work on the 
site.   Equipment belongs to the police.   
 
Cllr Perfitt asked that the rest days of PCSO’s be scheduled not to coincide with parish 
council meetings.  PCSO needs to liaise with council more, and the beat officer is better 
used out in the community, instead of attending all the council meetings, as she has more 
powers and training. 
 
Gemma stated that it is both their roles to liaise with the parish council.    
 
Cllr McVeigh asked if the Shop Safe scheme has been taken up by local traders; some 
shops have signed up for it.  Members didn’t feel it was necessary for this to be used at the 
Community Hall site. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report from Beat Officer Gemma Pawley 
 
 
2010/396 Chairman’s Report 
 
 
Cllr Butler reminded members that at the last meeting there had been objections to the 
Longfield Pavilion application which had been submitted to DBC, and there had been a 
meeting the following Thursday when 30 residents attended, where discussions got quite 
heated, and some residents walked out, but it gave residents the opportunity to get their 
points over and allowed the council to set out where it stood. 
 
3 residents wrote to Gareth Johnson MP; consequently a meeting was called by Cllr Kite to 
address the concerns of 3 residents directly.  Cllr Grainger has drafted a response to the 
residents concerns, which has been circulated to the members of the GE Committee and all 
members with email.    
 
Cllr Grainger stated that the meeting covered a lot of points both political and personal, 
neither of which are the business of this parish council as we should deal with facts, and 
members need to address the questions and answer factually. 
 
Members who have not got email were not happy to pass the draft letter to Gareth Johnson 
MP without having seen the draft letter in print before the evening. 
 
Cllr Bassam and Cllr Perfitt will be able to send amendments to the clerk by the end of the 
week.   
 
RESOLVED to send the letter drafted by Cllr Grainger, with any amendments received by 
30th July, to Gareth Johnson MP and send copies to the Sports & Social Club and the 3 
members of public referred to in Gareth Johnson’s letter.  
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2010/397 Correspondence:                                 
a) The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was RESOLVED             
    to note correspondence received during July 2010. 
 
b) Request from resident for bench at Nurstead Lane Allotment site 
 Cllr Bassam moved that this should go ahead; Mr Fitness has done a lot of work for 
the parish over the years. 
 
RESOLVED to allow the family of Mr Fitness to provide a new bench for allotment holders to 
use, and place it in the Nurstead Lane Allotment site.  Final location of the bench to be 
agreed with the Parish Clerk. 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 
2010/398 Finance 
 
a)   Receipts and Payments for July 2010 were circulated as Appendix i and it was 
     Proposed by  Cllr  Perfitt  and Seconded by Cllr McVeigh and RESOLVED to approve  
     all Receipts and Payments. 
 
The clerk clarified the quotation from EDF for the disconnection and reconnection of the 
lamp stand in Dene Walk, members RESOLVED to pay the £1,122.13 for this operation. 
   
b)   Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes  Meeting held on 6th July were 
circulated and it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting and the recommendations 
contained therein be received and where necessary approved and adopted. 
 
c) A copy of the proposed Parish Council Complaints Procedure was circulated to 
members and after some comments and discussions it was RESOLVED to adopt the 
recommended Complaints Procedure.  
 
2010/399 Development Control 
          
a)   Cllr McVeigh delivered a verbal report of the recommendations of the meeting of the    
Development Control Committee held on 27th July 2010 (Appendix ii). It was RESOLVED to 
approve the recommendations of the Development Control Committee.  

 
2010/400 Highways & Lighting     
 
a) Information from Rebecca Williams, Rural Kent, re: Traffic Management Forum and 
support of the motion to Kent Association of Local Councils, AGM that the speed limit for 
UK’s rural roads (“C” class & unclassified) be reduced from the present figure of 60mph to 
50mph, had been circulated to members and after some discussion it was RESOLVED to 
decline involvement. 
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2010/401  Grounds and Environment  
 
a) Minutes of the Grounds and Environment meeting held on 20th July 2010 were 
circulated and it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting and the recommendations 
contained therein be received and where necessary approved and adopted. 
 
b) It was noted that councillors are extremely disappointed that Cllr Kite has been 
unable to produce a letter to Paul Carter and that this matter has now been outstanding for 
at least a year.   A need was identified to ask Kent County Council for our legal position 
regarding the legal designation of the funding obtained from the sale of KCC land that 
should be returned back into the local community.  Were any Section 106 monies secured 
from either the sale of land for the Academy school or 149 house build?  
 
9.14pm Public Question Time – meeting adjourned 
 
Local Robbery – perhaps the local PCSO could talk to the young people in the parks to 
ascertain if they have any information regarding the robbery at the Newsagents in Station 
Road.  It was explained to the member of public that the robbers were not local. 
 
9.21 meeting re-adjourned. 
 
c) The recommendation to accept the quotation of £1,270 from Park Leisure to make 
repairs and maintenance to the play equipment at the Billabong Play Space was approved 
and RESOLVED to be adopted by members present.  
 
d) The recommendation to accept the quotation of £807.65 from SafePlay to make 
repairs and replacement of safety surface of the Billabong Play Space was approved and 
RESOLVED to be adopted by those present.   
 
e) The recommendation to wait until the annual report from ROSPA due mid July and 
add any additional works to the above contracts if necessary, was discussed by members 
and it was 

 
RESOLVED to accept the above recommendation and allow the Clerk to add any additional 
works to the above contracts, where necessary. 

 
d) Longfield Hill Mission Room correspondence received from Howard Sharp and 
Susan Heads was reported to the members present and members agreed to await a 
response from Susan Heads on the clarification of the Village Green Status and any 
restrictions, members felt that the figures offered are opening gambits. Parish Council need 
to ensure the development on the green is acceptable to local residents. It was noted that 
the building could be used for storage for the parish council should the property ever come 
into parish council hands. 
 
Recommended that Council ask Cllr Brown, councillor for Longfield Hill to speak to the local 
residents and ascertain their views regarding Mission Hall’s future. 
 
RESOLVED to await a factual response from Susan Heads, Solicitor, regarding clarification 
of the Village Green status of the green and any restrictions that may occur.  
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2010/402: Longfield Festival - Sunday 4th July 2010 
 
a) To consider any feedback regarding the Festival held on 4th July 2010 

Free rides were wonderful for the local people and should be done again next year. 
 

b) Members considered the date of the 2011 Festival, and those present RESOLVED to 
hold the Festival on Sun 3rd July 2011. 

 
c) To note the date of next Festival Meeting to be held on Tuesday 21st Sept 2010.  

 
2010/403 Members noted the cleared minutes of the DAPTC held on 29th June 2010. 
 
2010/404 Members noted the invitation to attend the KALC Dartford Area Committee 
with unconfirmed dates.  Cllr MacDonald is unable to attend on 14th September and 
requested that the meetings be held in the evenings.  The Clerk will finalise a date and 
inform Cllr MacDonald.  

 
2010/405 Members stressed the need to invite Sheron Reece PCSO to the next council 
meeting in September. 

. 
 
 
Date of the Next Meeting 
Tuesday 28th September 2010 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
To be tabled 
Various circulars and newsletters of interest. 
Dartford Borough Councils meeting Agendas and Minutes 
 
Meeting Closed at 9.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Signed ……………………………. 
 
 

  Date……………………………….. 
 

 
 
 
      
 


