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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 28th September 2010 
 

Present:     Cllr J Kite  Chairman 
    Cllr A Butler 

  Cllr C McVeigh  
    Cllr J MacDonald 
               Cllr M Tamber 
    Cllr R Perfitt  
    Cllr D Patel 
    Cllr P Stevens 
                     
 
In Attendance: Tina Russell Parish Clerk 
     Sheron Reece – PCSO and PCSO Dave Davies, Bean 
     Members of the Public- one 
      
2010/405 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Butler declared an interest as Trustee of the Long Valley Trust. 
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Dartford Borough Council Executive and 
Leader of DBC, Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford and Governor of Leigh Academy 
Executive. 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association and 
interest in the Longfield Hill Mission Hall and Festival Avenue (prejudicial). 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master at Longfield Post Office, Station Road. 
 
Cllr Perfitt declared an interest as member of DBC Development Control Board. 
 
Cllr Patel declared an interest as trader in Station Road, Longfield. 
 
2010/406 Apologies for absence:  
Were received from Cllr Grainger (prior commitment), Cllr Drake (holiday), Cllr Brown (work) 
and Cllr Bassam 
 
2010/407 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 27th July 2010 have been 
circulated and all those present agreed them as an accurate record of the meeting and were 
formally adopted, after the following amendment: 
 
Page 2 item 2010/395 was amended to read “New Barn Speeding; local members of 
public…..” 

 
2010/408 Matters Arising  
Item 2010/401 b) Cllr Kite felt that he had made a judgement that required for all 
circumstances to be in place before formally approaching Paul Carter; the council did not 
have planning permission, funding or ownership of the land. Cllr Kite’s judgement had been 
to keep Paul Carter informed of the developments, but felt it was not an appropriate time to 
try and finalise funding opportunities from KCC. Cllr Kite recognised that he had said he 
would contact Paul Carter and apologised to members for not forwarding the expected  
correspondence,  and confessed that what he should have informed council was that the 
time was not right to contact Paul Carter.   
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2010/409 Community Policing Report 
 
Sheron Reece PCSO distributed some stats for Dartford Rural Ward which is down 25%, 
along with team details, as they do cover each others patches during illness and holiday 
cover and members would need details for all members of the local policing team. 
 
Update for Festival Ave, there has been several altercations and the neighbourhood policing 
team are obliged to deal with it to keep the peace.  A letter has been sent out from Festival 
Ave Road Fund, confirming work will commence on 5th Oct, police presence has been 
requested as work commences.  Work being carried out by the Festival Road Fund.  It was 
reported that consultation has not included all residents. 
 
Operation Salmon - 10th October 4.30pm – 2.00am in the morning to combat poaching and 
theft of farm machinery. 
 
Operation Gym - re motorbikes, alternate between Gravesend and Dartford and involves off 
road range rover and two police off road bikes.   
 
Operation Gallant; every day, 2pm -12 midnight to address anti social behaviour. A 
designated car will attend those calls in Dartford area and has been very successful to date. 
 
Priorities are: 
Speeding in New Barn Road and Longfield Avenue, to deal with this SID (speed indication 
device) now has two volunteer teams, made up of members from the local community.  
Chairman feels prevention and enforcement is appropriate way forward to deal with this to 
prevent the installation of too many lights, traffic signs and road marking which detract from 
the rural vista of the area. The parish council are keen to maintain the rural feel of the area. 
 
Langafel School; still trying to deal with parking problems, Sheron is disappointed that the 
primary school have not been more proactive, it has been 9 months now and the school do 
not seem to be acting supportively, they have talked about several measures but to date 
they have still not implemented the “walking bus”. 
 
Operation Wolverine – to deal with the Halloween period, team members will be in the 
streets and looking out for naughty behaviour. 
 
Another catalitic converter has been removed from a mini bus at the Tracs site, which 
indicates a new offender, as some were prosecuted recently.  
 
PCSO Davies advised members to be vigilant and please ring in on 01622 690690  to report 
anything. 
 
The Chairman thanked Sheron and Dave and they left the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED to note the report from Sheron Reece PCSO 
 
2010/410 Chairman’s Report 
 
The effects of the spending revenue is expected in the next few weeks, all readings suggest 
there will be implications in the village, so will have to wait and see the impact. KCC will be 
responsible for the architectural decisions, DBC will pick up KCC items and parishes will 
have to pick up on stuff that DBC would have dealt with.  It could be interesting and we will 
have to wait and see.  It has been reported that there could be up to 33% cuts at DBC, 
which is almost unheard of.  This will have some front line impact and DBC are already 
running on a skeleton staffing and it maybe that there will be some cuts to keep other 
services. 
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2010/411 Correspondence:                                 
a) The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was RESOLVED             
    to note correspondence received during August/September 2010. 
 
b) The clerk requested to attend the SALC Health & Safety, Risk Assessment and Appraisal 
Course on 17th November 2010 at a cost of £80.00. It was RESOLVED by members to grant 
the request and send the clerk on the SALC Course on 17th November 2010. 
 
c) Invite to host Allotment Officers Forum for the South East English Government Region.  
Members agreed to offer to host at sometime in the future, but requested if there was a 
budget available to host the event. 
 
d)  ACRE to Kent community halls conference on 16th October at Whitfield Village Hall, was 
discussed but members felt that the recent finance conference that Cllr Macdonald and the 
parish clerk attended would have covered much of the same topics. 
 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 
Chairman commented on how pressure was being put on the Council and its staff from the 
major projects, e.g. one way system, pavilion, land acquisition.  
The Chairman stated that with the sheer capacity of the Council, there is a need to ensure 
we retain accountability and transparency. We have an ever increasing agenda and the 
Chairman wanted to be sure that members are happy. This discussion was not resolved. 
 
The Chairman stated that we are a public body who are accountable for public funds within 
the community  
 
 9.00 pm Public question time: meeting was adjourned. 
 
Essex Road resident, asked whether the adverts on the side of the Co-Op, are lawful?  It 
would seem that together they do contravene unlawful.  Cllr Kite will follow it up and has 
already approached DBC for clarity. 
 
9.06 pm meeting reconvened. 
 
2010/412 Finance 
 
a)   Receipts and Payments for September 2010 were circulated as Appendix i and 
members RESOLVED to approve all Receipts and Payments. 
 
b)  Copies of a notice to publicise the May Parish Council Elections had been circulated 
and it was agreed to amend the document to encourage members of the public to attend 
Council meetings and speak to current parish councillors to find out more about local issues 
and to proceed with advertising the 2011 elections on local notice boards and in the Town & 
Country Post. 
 
2010/413 Development Control 
          

a) Cllr Stevens delivered a verbal report of the recommendations of the meeting of the    
Development Control Committee held on 28th September 2010 (Appendix ii). It was 
RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Development Control 
Committee, which included returning the meeting times to 7.00pm. 



4 

 

 
 
 
 

b) Cllr Stevens wanted members to note that the issue is still ongoing regarding the 
complaint against him.  Members agreed that a letter should be sent to Dartford 
Borough Council containing the following; 
  

“This parish council strongly defends one of its members who has been subject to a process 
which Dartford Borough Council itself accepts to be strongly flawed and demands that all 
findings arising are dropped by Dartford Borough Council.” 

 
2010/414 Highways & Lighting     
 
a) Minutes of the Highways & Lighting meeting held on 6th September 2010 were 

circulated and it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting and the 
recommendations contained therein be received and where necessary approved and 
adopted.  
 
RESOLVED to consult with Rebecca Scott Beaulieu, KHS regarding her concerns that 
Jacobs need to address some data sources before the Jacobs report is considered as 
a public consultation document.  
 

b) Copies of the notes of the Arriva meeting held at Southfleet Village Hall on 17th 
September had been circulated and were noted by those present. 

 
10.00 pm members voted to continue the meeting for a further half hour. 
 
2010/415  Grounds and Environment  
 
a) Minutes of the Grounds and Environment meeting held on 14th September 2010 
were circulated and following a lengthy detailed discussion it was  
 
RESOLVED to approve Cluttons to provide an additional brief valuation based on the 
leasehold position of the hall and park for £500 plus VAT. 
 
RESOLVED to reply to Mr Gagg’s letter of 20th August, with the draft letter previously 
circulated to members. 
 
Chairman reported DBC have agreed to progress with the transfer of leased land to this 
local authority. 
 
Discussions ensued regarding the adoption of the “2010 – A Way Forward” document and 
there was a debate whether there was need for an additional sub committee. Cllr Kite 
commended much of the document and expressed appreciation for the work that had gone 
into it, but expressed concern. 
 
Cllr Kite expressed his opposition and concern at any sale of Whitehill Road Recreation 
Ground for housing and considered this would have a serious effect on the residents of 
Northdown Road and Whitehill Road. 
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Cllr Kite Proposed that the sale of Whitehill Road Recreation Ground shall not be 
progressed in relation of this proposal, and that the remainder of the document is 
considered at a later meeting, seconded by Cllr Perfitt.  7 for: 1 abstention.  Those for: 
 
Cllr Tamber   Cllr Butler  Cllr Stevens  Cllr Kite 
Cllr McVeigh   Cllr Patel  Cllr Perfitt 
 
Abstention - Cllr Macdonald 
 
 
RESOLVED that the sale of Whitehill Road Recreation Ground shall not be progressed in 
relation of this proposal 
 
An evening informal meeting will be arranged for members. 
 
Meeting closed at 10.40pm all others agenda items will be deferred to next months meeting. 
 
 
 
Date of the Next Meeting 
Tuesday 26th October 2010 8.00pm at Jubilee Hall, Main Road.  
 
To be tabled 
Various circulars and newsletters of interest. 
Dartford Borough Councils meeting Agendas and Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Signed ……………………………. 
 
 

  Date……………………………….. 
 

 
 
 
      
 


