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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 26th October  2010 
 

Present:     Cllr J Kite  Chairman  
    Cllr J MacDonald 
               Cllr M Tamber 
    Cllr R Perfitt  
    Cllr J Drake 
    Cllr A Bassam 
    Cllr S Grainger   
 
                     
 
In Attendance: Tina Russell Parish Clerk 
     Community Warden – Nic Roots 
     Chris Oliver – Monitoring Officer DBC  
 
2010/416 Declarations of Interest:   
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Dartford Borough Council Executive and 
Leader of DBC, Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford and Governor of Leigh 
Technology Trust 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association and 
interest in the Longfield Hill Mission Hall. 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master at Longfield Post Office, Station Road. 
 
Cllr Perfitt declared an interest as member of DBC Development Control Board. 
 
Cllr Grainger declared an interest as a trustee of Long Valley Trust. 
 
2010/417 Apologies for absence:  
 
Were received from Cllr Stevens (prior engagement) and Cllr Patel (holiday), Cllr S Brown  
 
2010/418 Community Policing Report – Nic Roots Community Warden 
 
Trading Standards have had reports that residents in our area are getting unsolicited 
telephone calls from a male, claiming to be from the council.  Telling residents they are in the 
wrong council tax band, and that they can claim tax back.    
 
Reports of alleged late night drug dealing at West Shaw as various vehicles are turning up 
late at night and meeting with people. Nic has informed the police of these reports. 
 
3 fly tips have been reported and removed over last 2 months, this suggests that they maybe 
creeping back up, but is DBC are being active in dealing with this. 
 
Waste carriers; Nic is top of area team for reporting, unlicenced waste carries and local 
enforcement are cracking down on this offence. 
Nic has been working with Sheron Reece the PCSO and the Eco Group at Longfield 
Academy. 
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Chairman thanked Nic for coming to the meeting and keeping the members informed.   
 
RESOLVED to note the report from Nic Roots, Community Warden 
 
Nic Roots left the meeting. 
 
 
2010/419 Deferred Grounds and Environment Report from 28th September 2010 
 
a) Circulated notes of the Pinden Meeting held on 15th September had been circulated 
and were noted by those present. 

 
Members have been invited by Pinden Ltd to a meeting on Wed 8th December 2010 at 
2.00pm in the Jubilee Hall; Cllr Grainger confirmed that it was his intention to attend.  The 
Chairman asked if there were any other members interested in attending.  There were none. 
 
b) The recommendation to support the Long Valley Sports & Social Club Children’s 
Christmas Party by offering a donation of £200 was discussed by members present.  This 
was proposed by Cllr Drake and all members agreed. 
 
It was RESOLVED to make a donation of £200 towards the Children’s Christmas party, 
hosted by the Long Valley Sports and Social Club and that the event should be advertised 
widely in the parish to ensure all young children have the opportunity to attend. 

 
c) Longfield Hill Mission Room correspondence received from Howard Sharp was 
reported to the members present and chairman read out the letter of 30th September 2010 
and recapped on the history of the situation. The Chairman stated that the council  clearly 
have a principle of best interest to ensure best value for the proposed sale of the easement 
to the diocese.  Cllr Grainger stated that we need visibility of what they do eventually sell the 
property for if we are to proceed with a percentage of the sale price.  Cllr Perfitt said that the 
cost of property is reflected on whether they get easement, and feels that this starting figure 
should be negotiated further. Cllr Kite felt that if an easement is not granted then the building 
would remain derelict.   Members have agreed that the parish council is not interested in 
procuring the building. 
 
RESOLVED that all members were in agreement to grant an easement in principle. 
 
RESOLVED that members agreed that the Chairman should arrange a meeting with Robert 
Wickham of Howard Sharp and Partners and investigate the best possible deal available, 
above that already offered.   

 
2010/420 Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 28th September 2010 have been 
circulated and all those present agreed them as an accurate record of the meeting, after the 
following amendments: 
 
Cllr Macdonald commented that there is no reference made to the discussion of the 
proposed Longfield Community Park sub-committee, after some discussion of members 
agreed to the following addition under 2010/415; 
 
“discussion ensued regarding the 2010 – A Way Forward document, and there was a debate 
whether there was need for an additional sub committee. 
 
Cllr Macdonald also challenged that on Page 5 the statement “An evening meeting will be 
arranged for members” was worded incorrectly and should include the word “private”.  Upon 
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being put to the vote, members voted 6-1 that the amendment should read “Informal 
meeting”  
 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 28th September 2010. 
 
Cllr Macdonald accepted the accuracy of the minutes with the exception of the “private 
meeting” not being minuted. 
 
2010/421 Matters Arising: 
 

(a) 2010/410 Chairman’s Report, The Chairman stated that DBC are running a lean 
council and as predicted there will be around 30% reduction in funds available over 
the next few years. 

 
(b) 2010/413 (b) Letter to Chris Oliver from page 4;  Cllr Kite had visited DBC within a 

few days of the last council meeting, and invited Chris Oliver to attend this council 
meeting to explain the flawed process which had led to the current situation.  Chris 
Oliver agreed the process is flawed, but has to follow the procedure set out by the 
government, and have to continue with the process as laid out by legislation.  Chris 
Oliver had hoped it would not have got to the self assessment phase, but following a 
telephone call between Cllr Stevens and Marie Kelly Stone, there was a different 
interpretation of the call, by both parties. 

 
Following Chris Oliver’s meeting with Cllr Stevens, in the Parish Office, with the Clerk 
present, he has met with both Chairman of Standards Board and the Assessment Sub 
Committee, the outcome of which was an agreement that Councillor Stevens did not need to 
apologise.  He has notified the complainant of this decision and has heard nothing from them 
to date.  The Assessment Committee took a view from the telephone conversation when 
perhaps it should not have done so.  Chris Oliver is now awaiting a response from the 
complainant with their interpretation of events, but feels the issue with Cllr Stevens is now 
cleared and that he should hear no more, and that Chris Oliver  will formally inform Cllr 
Stevens in writing. 
 

(c)  Feedback from Public Question Time.  Cllr Kite has followed up the issue of the Co-
op advertising sign on the side of the building.   Legally the sign needs to be over 4 
meters on one elevation. DBC are going to investigate and take photos. 

 
(d) Cllr Grainger stated that lessons need to be learnt for the future, so that the agenda 

is dealt with more tightly, and discussion time allowed for important topics, so matters 
can be discussed in a logical and cool way. And that it had been a shame that the 
document “2010 A Way Forward” had been made public before a full discussion by 
members had taken place.  Cllr Kite stated that if the committees submit a document 
to the parish clerk for discussion that unless marked “Confidential” the assumption 
would be that it would be for inclusion in the monthly mailing.  Cllr Kite agreed that 
important discussion topics must be given appropriate consideration but that 
members wished the item to be discussed and voted for more time for debate. 

 
(e) Cllr Grainger asked members if they were happy that there had been no omissions to 

the minutes, the majority of members present made no objection, and the Chairman 
asked the Clerk if she felt they were an accurate description of the meeting.  The 
Clerk was happy that the minutes accurately reflected the meeting and the Chairman 
stated that it has never been Council’s policy to have verbatim minutes. The aim was 
to record decisions and subsequent motions.  Many matters were deferred to the 
informal meeting when the document “2010 – A Way Forward” was discussed fully.   
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2010/422 
 

a) Grounds and Environment Committee: 
i) Members discussed the revised “2010 A Way forward” document.  

 
The Chairman offered to recess the meeting, so that members had a full 
opportunity to discuss issues within the paper, and an independent chairman 
take the discussion, but members were happy to continue with Cllr Kite in the 
Chair and the meeting to continue. 
 
Cllr Grainger PROPOSED that at the earliest opportunity the Parish Council 
consider how the Whitehill Road Recreation Ground might be used to fund 
the Pavilion Project. 
 
Seconded by Cllr Macdonald 
 
Cllr Bassam did not agree to the sale of the land as we have to consider the 
residents of Northdown Road. 
 
Cllr Perfitt does not agree as it is our duty to keep this parish as a village, and 
there would be a detrimental impact on the surrounding roads. 
 
Cllr Kite does not agree with it as the houses at Northdown and Whitehill 
Road will be blighted by the uncertainty to their future, and imagines the 
residents would be enormously upset. 
 
Cllr Macdonald knows that residents opposite Longfield Academy feel that 
their houses have been blighted.  Cllr Perfitt noted that the sale of that land 
was the responsibility of Kent County Council, and had it been Parish Council 
land he would have objected strongly.  In this instance the land does belong 
to the Parish Council and we therefore can make the decision. 
 
Cllr Grainger questioned whether the land is really used as a recreation 
ground, as “its just a field with a fence round it”, and sees it as an opportunity 
to have Whitehill Road widened and made safe, and asked “can residents 
really see the land from Northdown Road?”  He also stated that he would be 
happy to accept the decision that this council makes but asks them to 
consider the option to use it for funding for the proposed Pavilion Project 
 
Upon a vote being taken the result was; 
2; for 
1; abstention 
5; against 
 
The Motion was not carried 
 
The Chairman read each proposal within the “2010 – A Way Forward” 
document, for each member present to consider. 
 
Cllr kite has made it clear to DBC that he acts on behalf of the parish in 
relation to this subject. 
 
Proposal 1:  Actions should continue to seek the ownership of the land of the 
Community Park from DBC.  All members were in agreement. 
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Proposal 2:  Seek legal advice to see how best a Charitable Trust should be 
set–up to own the Park and manage its facilities.  All members were in 
agreement. 
 
Proposal 3:  Seek funding for J & B Martin land, with transparency through 
the council and to not act immediately.  All members were in agreement. 
 
Proposal 4:  Funding should be raised primarily from loans and grants.  All 
members were in agreement. 
 
Proposal 5:  Axton Chase Development monies promised by KCC should 
continue to be sought.  All members were in agreement. 
 
Proposal 6: The Sports and Social Club and other essential stake holders, 
should be kept briefed on emerging plans.  All members were in agreement. 
 
Proposal 7:  The Community Park Project is to be solely run for the benefit of 
parish and the residents in it. 
 
Actions: 
 
The Parish Council shall establish a Longfield Community Park Committee.  
Members to be drawn from the Parish Council with co-opted stakeholders 
added, the Chairman of which shall be a Parish Councillor. 
 
RESOLVED to accept the proposals related to “2010 – A Way Forward” 
document. 
 

2010/423 Chairman’s Report: 
The Chairman was concerned that due to the proposed cut backs from central government 
the knock on effects will affect the Parish Councils, the section136 payments being 
particularly vulnerable.   
 
Since last meeting the Clerk and Chairman have received email resignation from Tony Butler 
and Carol McVeigh.  The Chairman very much regrets resignation in both ways, he has 
worked with Tony for a long time, Carol less time, but she had made it clear that she had 
been worrying for sometime about the extent of the responsibility to the role. The Chairman 
voiced his concern about this serious issue, members should not be stressed over long 
periods of time, as the role of Councillor is a voluntary position it is important to enjoy the 
role as volunteers.  Mr Butler had said he had already considered leaving at the end of this 
term in May 2011. 
 
The council have advertised the vacancies and two submissions have been received at DBC 
which has generated an election which is proposed to be held on 9th December.  Members 
were concerned of the impact financially on the parish, which could be as much as £4,000. 
 
2010/424 Correspondence: 

a) The correspondence list was circulated in advance of the meeting and it was 
RESOLVED to note correspondence received during October 2010. 
 

b) Environmental Community Event information was read out to members, to be held on 
Wed 8th December, and Cllr MacDonald expressed an interest to attend.  

c) Members asked for a copy of letter from the Post Office regarding sub post office 
closure to be circulated to all. 
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2010/425 Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 

d) Finance and General Purposes: 
i) Receipts and Payments for October 2010 were circulated as Appendix i and 

members RESOLVED to approve all Receipts and Payments. 
ii) Cllr Butler will need to be removed from the bank mandate; Cllr Gouldsmith 

also needs to be removed. 
 

e) Development Control: 
i) Cllr Macdonald delivered a verbal report of the recommendations of the 

meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 26th October 2010 
(appendix ii).  It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the 
Development Control Committee.  
 

f) Highways & Lighting Committee: 
i) Minutes of the Highways and Lighting Committee meeting held on 12th 

October 2010 were circulated and it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting and the recommendations contained therein be received and where 
necessary approved and adopted. 
 

Public Question Time: No members of the public present 
 
2010/426: Longfield Festival - Sunday 4th July 2010 
 
a) Minutes of the Longfield Festival meeting held on 21st September were circulated and it 
was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting and the recommendations contained 
therein be received and where necessary approved and adopted. 

 
b) To note the date of next Festival Meeting to be held on Tuesday 11th January 2011.  
 
 
2010/427 KALC Dartford Area Committee and DAPTC 
 

a) Minutes of the KALC Dartford Area Committee meeting held on 23rd September 2010 
at Greenhithe Town Hall were circulated and noted by members present. 
 

b) Chair advertised the KALC AGM on Saturday 13th November at 9.45 am.  Cllr 
Macdonald agreed to attend.  

 
c) Cleared minutes of the DAPTC meeting held on 12th October 2010 at Civic Centre, 

Dartford had been circulated to members and noted. 
 
 

2010/428 Remembrance Service:  Members were asked if they would be attending the 
Remembrance Service at St Mary Magdalene Church on 14th November, the Clerk will 
reserve seats at the church for Cllr John Drake and Cllr Stewart Grainger.  Cllr’s Perfitt, Kite 
and Brown will be in attendance at Dartford service. 

 
2010/429 Members were asked if they wished to vote in a Vice Chairman now or wait 
until the two vacancies have been filled by new Councillors.  Members felt it would be fairer 
to wait until there was a full complement of Councillors. 
 
2010/430 The advert for the position of assistant parish clerk had been circulated and 
members approved that it be placed on parish notice boards.  Members noted the closing 
date for applications as 17th November, with interviews to be held on 25th November 2010. 
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The Chairman suggested that there be a panel of 3 to interview. 
 
It was reported that Jane Deane would be happy to continue with one day a week until a 
replacement is found.  It was RESOLVED to accept this offer from Jane, providing she 
invoiced the council at her current rate. 
 
Date of next meeting Tuesday 23rd November 2010 at 8.00pm 
 
Meeting closed at 10.12 pm 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………………… 
 

Date……………………………………. 


