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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the Meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 19th May   2009 
 

Present:  Cllr J Kite   Chairman   
   Cllr C McVeigh 
   Cllr John Drake   
   Cllr J Macdonald 
   Cllr P Stevens 
   Cllr R Perfitt 
   Cllr D Patel 
   Cllr Grainger  (late) 
   Cllr Bassam 
   Cllr Butler 
      
In attendance: Mrs T L Russell   Parish Clerk 
   
2009/209: Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Patel declared an interest as proprietor of Hazelwood Nursing Home, Brickfield Farm 
and Hodgsons Pharmacy, Station Road, Longfield. 
 
Cllr Perfitt declared and interest as member of DBC Development Control Committee. 
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Directors for the Leigh Academy and as 
Leader of Dartford Borough Council 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association. 
 
2009/210: Apologies for absence: 
Were received from Cllr Grainger (prior meeting) 
 
2009/211:  Election of Officers: 

i) Chairman: Following a full opportunity for candidates to stand Cllr Kite was 
proposed by Cllr Perfitt and Seconded by Cllr Drake.  All in favour. 

ii) Vice Chairman : Cllr Butler was proposed as Vice Chairman by Cllr Kite and 
Seconded by Cllr Perfitt.  All in Favour. 

 
2009/212:  Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office.   
In the presence of the Proper Officer, the newly elected Chairman of the Parish Council,  
Councillor Kite, signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
2009/213:  Chairman’s Allowance 
It was RESOLVED, that in pursuance of section 15(5) of the Local Government Act 1972 the 
Chairmans allowance for 2009/10 be set at £100. 
 
2009/214: Appointment of Committees and Representatives: 
After some discussion it was agreed that members would continue on the committees as in 
2008/09, and any changes be carried forward until June Council.   It was noted that Cllr 
Macdonald will stand down from the Finance Committee and move to the Grounds and 
Environment Committee. 
 
2009/215: Review of Committee Meeting Times: 
Following lengthy discussion members agreed that the committees would decide the timings 
of the meetings and not Council, so as to accommodate each member. 
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2008/216: Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 28th April 2009 have been 
circulated and were approved as an accurate record of the meeting and signed by the 
Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr Butler and Seconded by Cllr Perfitt.  Cllr Kite apologised for 
having been absent at the previous two meetings. 
  
2008/217: Matters Arising: 
The Chairman expressed surprise that Cllr Grainger had offered his resignation due to time 
constraints.  Cllr Grainger undertakes an enormous amount of work for the council and the 
Chairman proposed that council decline the offer.  All members were in agreement.  The 
Chairman commented that all the effective work of the parish is carried out within the 
committees.  It was 
 
RESOLVED; not to take any further action and hoped that this matter is not progressed.   
 

 
2009/218: Chairman’s Report: 
The Chairman reminded members that there will be County and European elections on 4th 
June and polling will be staged within in the Parish, but that they have no financial 
implications on the council. 
 
2009/219: Correspondence: 
i) Correspondence received during May 2009 was circulated and noted by the council.  
ii) Cllr Macdonald asked for clarity on the Standards Board Bulletin, which the 
Chairman read highlights of to the members.  
 

Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 

2009/220:  Finance and Administration: 
i) The draft accounts for payment (Appendix i) were circulated, all payments were 

approved by the Council.  It was noted that an additional £329.36 for Signs Express 
(allotment green discs for numbering purpose) is to be added to the list of draft 
payment.   

ii) Recommendation that a laptop computer be purchased to improve the efficiency of the 
parish clerk’s duties to a budget up to £400.00, was discussed at length and it was  

 
RESOLVED, to proceed with the purchase of a new laptop for the parish office up to the 
value of £400 and that delegated powers be passed to the Chair and Vice Chair to make the 
necessary purchase. 
  

2009/221: Development Control: 
i) The recommendations of the Development Control Committee held on 19th May 2009 

were noted. 
ii) Cllr Kite and Cllr Patel left the meeting, as the Dev Control Chairman discussed the 

ongoing plans for the new Longfield Academy development, which has now proposed 
to withdraw the lighting of the MUGA pitches and move them, further away from the 
bungalows on Main Road enabling a larger bund to be sited.  Cllr Kite and Cllr Patel 
rejoined the meeting. 

iii) Cllr Perfitt enforced his declaration of interest as a member of DBC Development 
Control Committee.  Cllr Stevens reported that the committee had discussed the 
application at Ryecroft and that it did not sit comfortably with the members but they felt 
unable to object.   

iv) Additional circumstances have been brought to the committee’s attention regarding 5 
The Beeches and additional comments will be forwarded to DBC. 

 
2009/222: Highways & Lighting: 
i) There were no minutes of the Highways and Lighting meeting held on 5th May 2009 

as the committee were not quorate. 
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ii) The works carried out by KHS at Fawkham Road outside of the Community Hall are 
not satisfactory and the following points will be raised with KHS for improvement: 

a) The tapered kerbs on each end need to be replaced as vehicles can still 
mount the payment. 

b) The disabled access is too wide, and a car can park in the gap created. 
c) Bollards are too far apart and not in line. 
d) DBC need to be contacted to increase the double yellow lines around the 

corners. 
 

iii) Cllr Bassam raised the problem on Whitehill Road of cars parking up the road 
towards Northdown Road and made a comment regarding DBC staff, which he later 
withdraw.  The Chairman was concerned that this matter had not been progressed 
by KHS, considering the County Councillors insistence that this problem be resolved. 

iv) Cllr Bassam requested an update on the progress of action to reduce pavement 
parking in Northdown Road, The clerk assured the member that notices had been 
placed on vehicles reminding them of the need to allow pedestrian access.  This is 
currently being monitored by the Community Warden.  The newly appointed PCSO 
has yet to visit the parish office and has not been visible in the parish.  The Chairman 
will follow this matter up at DBC. 

v) Cllr Patel informed the council that we are awaiting confirmation of the Terms & 
Conditions of the PFL lighting contract before signing. 

vi) Members were informed that it is proposed to resurface Northdown Road in July 
2009. 

vii) Station Road parking is being assessed and once exact figures have been received 
the Highways Committee will continue with the proposed One Way System report. 

viii) Members agreed to table the One Way System at the next KHS Parish Meeting to be 
arranged in the next few months. 
 

2009/223: Grounds and Environment: 
i) RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Grounds and Environment meeting held on 11th 

May 2009 and the recommendations contained therein be received and, where 
necessary, approved and adopted.  With the following amendments: 
a) The letter to Paul Carter KCC be deferred until after the June elections. 
b) That the GE Committee discussed further the proposal to put to Mr Gagg re: 

acquisition of field and make a formal recommendation at the next council 
meeting. 

c) Cllr Tamber has yet to agree to the positioning of the Village Sign outside of 
the Post Office until samples have been viewed and agreed.  It was noted 
that Cllr Macdonald does not agree with the siting of the three smaller 
welcome signs to be placed within the wards.  

d) Agreed to additional £10 for clearing of dog mess, provided appropriate 
training and equipment given. 

 
9.35 pm Cllr Grainger joined the meeting 
 

ii) Cllr Kite will make enquiries at DBC as to why the lighting at West Shaw has not been 
repaired. 

iii) Cllr Perfitt is still awaiting feed back from Sherwens to take delivery of planters in 
Station Road. 

iv) Members discussed the paper put forward by the Vice Chairman to provide an 
assistant to the Parish Clerk.  It was proposed by Cllr Butler and seconded by Cllr 
Perfitt and it was 

 
RESOLVED, that the parish council authorise the appointment of an assistant to the Parish 
Clerk. Cllr Butler to produce a job description and full cost for the year, and the six month 
probation period be carefully monitored.  
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2009/224:   Longfield Festival – Sunday 5th July 2009 
The report from the Festival meeting held on 12th May 2009 was noted by the council.  The 
clerk reported that the Longfield ATC will be attending the Festival and will be providing 
stewards for car parking. 
 
The Tug of war teams will be mixed and consist of 6 members. 
 
Posters are available and need to be displayed where ever possible. 
 
The clerk will be attending a meeting with Longfield Academy to discuss the window display in 
the Longfield Post Office. 
 
2009/225: KALC/DAPTC 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
 Date of Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 23rd June 2009 8.00pm at Jubilee Church Hall, Main Road, Longfield. 
 
Meeting closed 10.21 pm 

    
  Signed by ……………………………. 

 
Date………………………………. 

 
      
 


