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Longfield and New Barn Parish Council  
Minutes of the Meeting held at Jubilee Hall, Main Road Longfield at 8.00pm on 

Tuesday 27th October  2009 
 

Present:  Cllr  Kite    Chairman   
   Cllr McVeigh   
   Cllr Macdonald 
   Cllr  Perfitt 
   Cllr  Brown 
   Cllr Grainger 
   Cllr Butler  
   Cllr Tamber 
 
In attendance: Mrs T L Russell   Parish Clerk 
   Mrs J Deane    Asst Clerk to Council 
   9 members of the public 
    
   
2009/265: Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Perfitt declared an interest as member of DBC Development Control Committee. 
 
Cllr Steve Brown declared an interest as member of DBC Development Control Committee. 
 
Cllr MacDonald declared an interest as a member of New Barn Residents Association and 
resident on corner of Festival Avenue and Nurstead Avenue. 
 
Cllr Kite declared an interest as a member of Directors for the Leigh Academy and as 
Leader of Dartford Borough Council and as Kent County Councillor for Rural Dartford. 
 
Cllr Tamber declared an interest as sub post master of Longfield Post Office. 
 
2009/266: Apologies for absence: 
Were received from Cllr Stevens (prior commitment), Cllr Bassam (prior commitment), Cllr 
Drake (holiday). 
 
2009/267: Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd September 2009 have been 
circulated and were approved as an accurate record of the meeting by those present. 
 
2009/268:  Matters Arising 
There were none 
 
2009/269: Chairman’s Report: 
Congratulate Councillor Brown on his recent marriage to Tara and wished them well for the 
future. 
 
Cllr Kite apologised in advance for not being able attend the parish Remembrance Sunday 
Service on 8th November.  Cllr Butler and Cllr Grainger will attend and the clerk will contact 
Cllr Drake to see if he wants to lay a wreath.  The clerk will contact the church wardens to 
reserve seats.  
 
2009/270: Correspondence: 
i) Correspondence received during October 2009 was circulated and noted by the 

council.  
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ii) Festival Avenue Road Fund – Mrs MacDonald does have a prejudicial interest.  
Chairman explained the process and explained the parish council has no powers in 
this matter, but is happy to hear from residents concerned. 
 
Mrs MacDonald was given the opportunity to put forward the facts of her case as 
resident of 7 Nurstead Avenue and clarified that the land up to the Festival Avenue, 
alongside her property is not all in her ownership and that her boundary is 
approximately half way and that a copy of the document of the land ownership has 
been given to the Festival Road Fund Committee in the past. 
 
It was confirmed that Nurstead Avenue is an unadopted road. 
 
Cllr Macdonald left the meeting after presenting her statement and answering 
questions from members. 
 
The representative from Festival Ave made clear that the initial letter that had been 
circulated was intended as a proposal and not a final document.  Having spoken to 
residents at 7 & 9 Nurstead Ave the tarmacing of whole road would look out of place 
in Nurstead Road.  Rep passed round the photos of road surface and map of land 
registry diagram of junction and boundary of verge and Mrs MacDonald’s land.  
Proposal now is to tarmac level with the wall, which is the agreed boundary of 
Festival Avenue, with a restraining barrier and create a transition surface which is 
sympathetic with Nurstead Avenue, once the ground has been levelled.   
 
In the spirit of neighbourliness the Chairman hoped that all residents could resolve 
the problem as both parties have moved on their original comments.  Both roads are 
unadopted and are not within the remit of the parish council. 
 
The Chairman suggested residents invite their contractor, along with  occupants of 9 
& 7 and Festival Ave to find a solution.  Resident thanked the parish council for their 
time to view their thoughts. 
 
Mrs MacDonald rejoined the meeting. 
 
9.00pm Public Question time:  
 
The meeting was adjourned to listen to public questions 
 
9.11pm meeting resumed. 
 

iii) KCC Mobile Library changes to services notification was circulated and noted by the 
members.  Need to advertise the availability of the bus in the parish and advertise on 
the parish website. 
 

iv) Attendance to KALC AGM Saturday 14th November, 10.00am Ditton. Cllr MacDonald 
would like to attend.   
 

v) After some discussion it was agreed to send HM Revenue and Customs £100 but 
include a covering letter to state that the penalties are unacceptable and that they 
should review the case. 

 
Committee Reports and Recommendations: 

 
2009/271:  Finance and Administration: 

i) The draft accounts for payment (Appendix i) were circulated, all payments were 
approved by the Council.   
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ii) Cllr Butler has checked the circulated quarterly figures and proposed that members 
approve the figures for 1/07/09-30/09/09 budgeted quarterly figures. All members 
agreed. 
  

2009/272: Development Control: 
i) Cllr McVeigh reported on the meeting and the recommendations of the Development 

Control Committee held on 27th October 2009 were noted. 
ii) The Development Control committee are proposing to reschedule the timing of their 

meetings to meet the deadlines of the planning applications received from DBC, 
members present agreed to adopt the proposal once a discussion has been had with 
Cllr Stevens to arrange the alternative time/venue. 

 
2009/273: Highways & Lighting: 
a) A written report from Cllr Stevens, of the meeting of Parish Councils and Arriva Bus 

Company held on 16th October 2009 was circulated and noted by those present. 
 
b) Members noted the circulated letter from Ms Reeve regarding a pedestrian crossing in 

Station Road and members agreed to refer to the Highways committee and respond to 
Mrs Reeve that has been referred to Highways. 

 
2009/274: Grounds and Environment: 
 
Cllr McVeigh asked for clarity for the future location of the village library, the Chairman 
confirmed their would be a virtual library  in the Academy, which will become a reference 
library.  Cllr Kite stressed that the parish council would fight to keep our village library. 
 
JK has been trying to get funding of the pavilion onto the KCC agenda and ideas have been a 
learning centre but yet nothing has come to fruition.  GE Committee are in a void at the 
moment re funding and JK said that everything has come to a halt at KCC, and any funding 
offers are in no way large enough for the pavilion project. Suggestion to arrange for a 
delegation to go to KCC Paul Carter or head of BSF to speak face to face.  Cllr Kite stated 
there has been no official agreement but he would organise a meeting with KCC for our 
parish delegation to attend to get some clarity on the thoughts of the KCC and where the 
parish council stands.  A brief needs to be prepared before the delegation attend any 
meeting.  This will be done at the next GE Meeting. 
 
 
a) RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Grounds and Environment meeting held on 13th 

October 2009 and the recommendations contained therein be received and, where 
necessary approved and adopted. 
 

b) Copies of the Leases for the Play Park and the Community Hall have been reissued by 
Dartford Borough Council, as the original leases had been signed by the previous clerk 
and now need to be signed by the current clerk and Parish Council Chairman.  Once 
these have been re-signed it is hoped that the Social Club would do likewise and then the 
leases can finally be completed by Dartford Borough Council.   

 
c) Clean engrossments of the leases for the Hall and Play area were resigned by Tina 

Russell, Parish Clerk and the Chairman, Jeremy Kite. 
 

d) Tenant’s Declarations for each lease were signed and dated by the clerk and the 
Chairman on behalf of the parish council to consent to the exclusion of S24-28 of the 
Landlord & Tenant Act, for the acceptance of the leases without security of tenure. 

 
e) Cllr Grainger reported on his meeting with Mr Gagg, which had been circulated to 

members present and suggested that the council will have to make a major decision in the 
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future.  First priority is to get the leases completed and then to look at acquiring land to 
provide adequate provision for football and cricket in the parish.   

 
f) Terms for the trustees and hall committee, a request from Hall Management Committee 

for mandate for the management of the hall committee, something to look at for the future 
to formalise the relationship with the hall management committee and clarify the trustees 
committee. 

. 
2009/275:   Longfield Festival –  
a) After some discussion it was agreed to hold the 2010 Festival on Sunday 11th July 2010. 
 
2009/276: Dartford Association of Parish and Town Councils. 
Copies of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th October 2009 had been circulated to members and 
noted. 
 
Voting procedure for the election of parish/town representatives to the Standards Committee 
and Joint Transportation Board was discussed by members and it was agreed to put onto next 
agenda, after members have had a chance to read documents supplied re voting procedure. 
 
2009/277: Christmas Activities 
a) The proposal to host a Christmas Party for the young people of the village was discussed, 

it was suggested that the parish council join up with the Sports and Social Club who are 
hosting a party on 11th December.  Agreed not to proceed at this late stage 
 

b) Councilors’ discussed plans for the Christmas meal and it was agreed to arrange the 
matter privately as is not a matter of business for the council. 

 
c) The clerk informed members that Geoff McCann who has put up the Christmas lights for 

years has now passed away, his son is happy to continue placing the lights into the trees 
at Longfield Hill and outside the Library, but we need to have a qualified electrician to do 
the final plug into the EDF electricity pole.   

 
 
 Date of Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 24th November 2009 8.00pm at Jubilee Church Hall, Main Road, Longfield. 
Cllr Grainger sends apologies 
Meeting closed   

    
  Signed by ……………………………. 

 
Date………………………………. 

 
      
 


