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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN  

PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD AT THE JUBILEE HALL, MAIN ROAD, LONGFIELD  

ON WEDNESDAY 1ST MARCH 2006 AT 8.00 P.M.  

 

  Present: Cllr J A Kite  - Chairman   

    Cllr A S Jordan  

    Cllr R J Eagles  

    Cllr N Mansley 

    Cllr C J J Gouldsmith  

    Cllr F G E Grainger  

    Cllr A R Bassam 

    Cllr M C Tamber  

    Cllr Mrs J Kite  

    

         

  In attendance: Clerk – Mrs T A Taylor      

      1 Member of the Public   
       

The meeting was opened at 8.00 p.m. by the Chairman.      

 

2006/24:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

 

i) Cllr Jordan declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trustee of the Long Valley Trust 

in any matters relating to the Trust and in matters relating to the Longfield and 

New Barn Community Hall Management Committee, as a Member of LANBARA 

Committee and as a resident of Northdown Road.  

ii) Cllr Tamber declared an interest regarding his retailing interests in Station Road.  

iii) Cllr Kite declared an interest in respect of his new appointment as Dartford 

Borough Council Leader.  

 

200625:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Butler (holiday).      

 

2006/26:  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1ST FEBRUARY 2006: 

 

i) The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2006 were APPROVED as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Cllr Gouldsmith and seconded by 

Cllr Mansley. 

 

2006/27:  MATTERS ARISING: 

 

i) Cllr Jordan referred to 2006/21 i) and asked whether a meeting had been arranged 

to deal with the parking review in Station Road.  The Clerk explained the problem 

of trying to arrange a meeting with the Chairman could attend so it was AGREED 

that a meeting should be held at DBC offices and that Cllrs. Jordan, Butler and 

Mansley should attend on behalf of the Council.  
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2006/28:  PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY: 

 

i) The Clerk confirmed that no election had been called by the due date of 15th 

February 2006 to fill the Parish Council vacancy and therefore the Council is now 

able to advertise the vacancy for co-option.  It was AGREED that a notice 

advertising the vacancy should be placed on the Council Notice Boards and on the 

website.  The deadline for applications should be one week before the next 

Council meeting so that prospective candidates could be invited to attend the April 

meeting.  

       

2006/29:  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

i) A list of correspondence received during February 2006 was circulated and 

NOTED. 

 

ii) The Chairman reported that he had received a letter from the Standards Board 

containing several apologies for the way in which the Board had handled the 

recent complaints against Members of the Parish Council.  The Board are currently 

dealing with the question of costs and compensation.  Cllr Kite will bring copies of 

the letter in due course.   

 

iii) Cllr Eagles inquired whether the new lease for the Community Hall had been 

received but it was reported that no lease had arrived.  It was AGREED that a 

letter be sent to the DBC Officer dealing with the preparation of the lease which 

the Chairman will sign.   

 

iv) An invitation had been received from the Lord Lieutenant of Kent to the Chairman 

to attend his annual Civic Service at Rochester Cathedral on 21st March 2006. The 

Chairman is unable to attend.   

 

v) Details of Dartford Borough Council’s qualitative survey were received and 

circulated.  The Clerk will respond to questions relating to the service provided to 

the Parish Council.   

 

vi) Details of the Mayor’s Civic Awards for Volunteers for 2005/06 were received, 

circulated and NOTED.  

 

vii) An invitation to attend the Dartford and Gravesham Committee of CPRE on 22nd 

March was received and NOTED. 

 

viii) A reply was received from the Commission for Social Care Inspection following 

the Council’s enquiry as to the future use of the premises in Fawkham Road 

(previously a children’s home).  The letter was read and it was NOTED that the 

property is no longer registered as a children’s home and that the CSCI has no 

further legal responsibility for it or influences over its use.   

 

2006/30:  FINANCE: 

i) The draft payments list as Appendix ‘I’ was AGREED on a proposal by Cllr 

Tamber and seconded by Cllr Mrs Kite. 

ii) A request was received from the Dartford Citizens Advice Bureau for a donation 

towards the cost of its Home Visiting Service for 2006/07.  It was NOTED that in 
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the last financial year five residents of Longfield and New Barn were visited by 

the Bureau.  It was AGREED that a donation of £250 be made to the Bureau in the 

next financial year with the proviso that the money is used to help local residents.  

2006/31:  PLANNING: 

i) The report of the Planning Committee as in Appendix ‘II’ was given by Cllr 

Gouldsmith and APPROVED.   

ii) The Clerk reported that the outline plans for the development of 149 dwellings on 

the Axton Chase School site had been received that day and would be referred to 

the next Planning Committee/Council meeting for discussion.  The Architects had 

indicated that they would be willing to make a presentation to the Council 

regarding the proposals and will be invited to the next meeting.   

iii) The Chairman reported that they Enforcement Officer had persuaded the resident 

of the first house in The Drive (from Main Road) to remove the roof of his car port 

but that the supporting poles were still in position. 

2006/32:  GROUNDS, LIGHTING & ENVIRONMENT: 

 

i) The Minutes of the GLE Committee meeting held on 6th February 2006 (Appendix 

‘III’) were circulated and APPROVED.  It was NOTED that quotations were being 

sought for the provision of a second entrance to the Oval Playspace in the 

southeast corner from the footpath.  A decision will be made once the cost is 

known as to whether the second entrance would be desirable.   

 

ii) The Clerk reported that there had been further developments with regard to the 

funding for the kissing gate and barrier to prevent access by motorcycles to 

Hartley Wood via the underpass from Gorsewood Road.  It seems that it may be 

possible for the Community Warden to apply for the grant to pay for the work.   

 

At this point the meeting was adjourned in order to hear comments from the member of the 

public present.  Comments regarding the recent footpaths meeting and the need to look at the 

diversion of the footpaths were NOTED.  Comments regarding the recent damage to cars in 

Deerhurst Close and the subsequent collection of the crime numbers were NOTED with a 

view to inviting the new Chief Superintendent, Gary Beauridge, to a parish council meeting.  

The meeting was resumed.     

 

Cllr Mansley declared an interest in the following item.  

  

iii) A letter had been received from a resident requesting that the trees in the Oval be 

lopped so that more light could reach her garden.  Copies were circulated.  The 

GLE Committee will obtain quotations for the lopping and a decision will be made 

when the cost is known.   

  

2006/33:  HIGHWAYS: 

 

i) A report of the footpaths meeting in Deerhurst Close on 18th February 2006 was 

circulated.  It was NOTED that the Public Rights of Way Officer will look into the 

possibility of erecting kissing gates and barriers at either end of the footpaths in 

order to prevent access by motorbikes but allow access by pedestrians, pushchairs 

and disabled.  Cllr Alex Dunn had been present at the meeting and he was looking 
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at the possibility of the diversion of the footpath although it is appreciated that this 

is a long process.   

Cllr Eagles reported that the path from the Old Yews to Main Road which is being 

considered for clearance by the Council, is quite passable and clearly defined at this 

time of the year   

 

ii) Cllr Bassam confirmed that funding had been provided under the Member 

Community Grant scheme for the provision of an Interactive Speed Indicator to be 

erected in Main Road, Longfield.  An amount of between £6,000 and £7,000 

would be needed for the Speed Indicator.  The Chairman will speak to Kent 

Highways to explain that the Parish Council will pay for the Indicator and that it 

should, therefore, be provided as soon as possible. 

 

iii) Updated drawings for the Whitehill Road widening had been received and were 

TABLED.  The revised drawings illustrate the need to keep the existing power and 

telegraph poles in place for a few months after the widening has taken place in 

order to accommodate the fact that the utilities cannot move the poles in the 

timescale required.  Cllr Jordan referred to a previous email received from Andy 

Padgham which explained the problem.  It was felt that this would be 

unsatisfactory, both in terms of cost and of the design of the scheme because there 

would need to be three kerb buildouts around the poles which would inhibit two 

way traffic.  It was AGREED that the Parish Council will contact Kent Highways 

and express concern that the kerb buildouts and their alteration when the poles 

have been removed would not provide a cost effective solution.  The Council feels 

that, if possible, taking account of the budget restrictions, the scheme should be 

deferred until the poles have been relocated and the widening can be completed in 

one operation.   

 

iv) An invitation to attend the Kent Thameside Transport Forum on 8th March 2006 

had been received.  Cllr Gouldsmith will attend.  

   

2006/34: DARTFORD ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS/KAPC: 

 

i) Parish News No 314 was circulated.  Cllr Mansley will consider attending the 

Planning Information Day. 

ii) Local Council review was TABLED. 

 

2006/35:  TO BE TABLED: 

 

The Playing Field, Komplan Play Equipment and Kent Trails were TABLED.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35 p.m. 

 

 

 

         Signed…………………… 

          

 

         Date……………………... 


