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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN  

PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD AT THE JUBILEE HALL, MAIN ROAD, LONGFIELD  

ON WEDNESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2006 AT 8.00 P.M.  

 

  Present: Cllr A Butler  -  Vice-Chairman in the Chair   

    Cllr A S Jordan  

    Cllr R J Eagles  

    Cllr N Mansley 

    Cllr C J J Gouldsmith  

         

  In attendance: Clerk – Mrs T A Taylor      

      2 Members of the Public   
       

The meeting was opened at 8.00 p.m. by the Chairman.      

 

2006/12:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

 

i) Cllr Jordan declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trustee of the Long Valley Trust 

in any matters relating to the Trust and in matters relating to the Longfield and 

New Barn Community Hall Management Committee and as a Member of 

LANBARA Committee.    

 

200613:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Kite (prior commitment), Bassam (prior 

commitment), Grainger (holiday), Tamber (unwell), Mrs Kite (unwell) and Patel (prior 

commitment).      

 

200614:  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH JANUARY 2006: 

 

i) The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2006 were APPROVED as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Cllr Eagles and seconded by Cllr 

Gouldsmith.   

 

2006/15:  MATTERS ARISING: 

   

i) Cllr Jordan referred to item 2006/4 iii) regarding the proposed legal fee for the 

additional lease for the children’s play area and enquired whether a decision had 

been reached regarding the waiving of this fee.  The Chairman reported that no 

confirmation had been received and it could be assumed that there would be some 

legal expenses incurred as a result of the separate lease required for the play area.  

 

ii) Copies of the Terms and Conditions relating to the new contract with KCC for 

setting up the parish council’s website were circulated.   It was NOTED that the 

cost of the new agreement would be two first class stamps.  The Chairman 

reported that he and the Clerk had attended a training day for the website and it 

was now up and running.  Cllr Butler had included links in the website to BBC 

Kent and the History Kent site.  The Clerk and Cllr Butler would now be able to 

post information on the website.  The Chairman proposed that the Council accept 

the contract with KCC and this was AGREED.    
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iii) Details had been received from Clive Stanley Associates regarding the 

management of the website and were circulated.  Members felt that at this stage 

the Council would be able to manage the website without the need for the 

professional services of Clive Stanley at a cost of £22 per hour.  However, the 

situation will be monitored.   

 

iv) Following the website training day and the fact that the website is now up and 

running, it was felt that the web address should be added to the Council’s 

notepaper, the annual report and details put on the notice boards and in the library.   

 

v) A reply was received from the DBC Licensing Officer following the Council’s 

letter of objection to the variation of the opening hours for the Railway Tavern and 

copies circulated.  It was NOTED that an interested party is defined in the relevant 

Act as a body representing such persons living in the vicinity of the premises and it 

was felt that the Parish Council could be described as such a body.   

 

vi) A reply was received from DBC regarding the black box recycling scheme and 

copies circulated.  It was NOTED that the Council’s concerns regarding the 

collections will be passed on to the refuse collector and that DBC is pressing hard 

for the contractor to improve its standards.   

 

2006/16:  PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY: 

 

i) Following the resignation of David Fox a casual vacancy has arisen in the office of 

Councillor for the East Ward of the Council.  The Proper Officer of Dartford 

Borough Council had been informed and, as a result, the vacancy will be 

advertised on the Parish Notice Boards and if a request is received by 10 electors 

of the Ward before 15th February 2006 an election will take place not later than 

20th April 2006.  It was AGREED that if no such election is requested, the Council 

will advertise the vacancy on its notice boards and its website for co-option.  

    

2006/17:  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

i) A list of correspondence received during January 2006 was circulated and 

NOTED.   

 

ii) Details were received from Kent Police Authority regarding its Council Tax and 

Policing Plan Consultation for the Financial Year 2006/07 and copies were 

circulated.   The Council will respond in accordance with the unanimous views of 

those present. 

 

iii) It was NOTED that confirmation had been received from the Land Registry that 

the Land Certificate Title documents for the Oval Playspace and the ground either 

side of the entrance have now been registered in the name of Longfield and New 

Barn Parish Council.  

 

iv) It was NOTED that confirmation had been received from the Land Registry of the 

completion of the voluntary first registration of the Allotment Gardens, Nurstead 

Lane.   
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v) Details of the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s Discussion Paper on the 

Standards of Conduct in English Local Government: The Future were circulated.   

There were no comments.  

 

2006/18:  FINANCE: 

i) The draft payments list as Appendix ‘I’ was AGREED on a proposal by Cllr 

Gouldsmith and seconded by Cllr Jordan 

ii) Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 23rd January 2006 (Appendix 

‘III’) were circulated and APPROVED.  It was NOTED that the Budget 

Calculations for 2006/07 would produce a Parish Council Tax for a Band ‘D’ 

property for 2006/07 of £17.84 which represents an almost nil increase on the 

previous year.  Following the Finance Committee meeting the Clerk had studied 

the new electricity agreement with EDF Energy and a report was TABLED.  It was 

AGREED that the Council should sign the new agreement which would mean an 

electricity charge of 8p per unit from 1st January 2006.  It was NOTED that the 

agreement could not be terminated before 31st December 2006.    

iii) A quotation had been received from EDF Energy for the repair of a street light 

outside 68 Main Road for the sum of £122.91 plus VAT and was AGREED.     

2006/19:  PLANNING: 

i) The report of the Planning Committee as in Appendix ‘II’ was given by Cllr Butler 

and APPROVED.  Cllr Butler reported that the planning application for the houses 

to be built on the Axton Chase School site had now been submitted to Dartford 

Borough Council and would, in due course, be sent to the Parish Council for 

consultation.  The plans would be for 149 houses with more green space than 

originally proposed.  A separate plan would be submitted for a house to fill the gap 

in St. Mary’s Way.  Once the plans have been received by the Parish Council the 

Architects would be willing to make a presentation to the Council and it was 

AGREED that they should be invited to attend the relevant council meeting.  Cllr 

Butler reported that the planners expected the new school to be completed by 

September 2008.    

2006/20:  GROUNDS, LIGHTING & ENVIRONMENT: 

 

i) A report of the progress of the Festival arrangements was tabled.  It was NOTED 

that the date had now been fixed for 13th August 2006 and a number of events 

booked provisionally.   The main problem will be to find help on the day and a 

request for help will be included in the Annual Report.   

 

ii) A report of the meeting with the DBC Valuer regarding the Community Hall Lease 

renewal was TABLED.  The report and the points raised will be passed to the 

Grounds, Lighting and Environment Committee for discussion.  

 

At this point the meeting was adjourned in order to hear comments from the members of the 

public present.  Comments regarding the future use of the children’s home in Fawkham 

Avenue were noted.  Further comments regarding the recent vehicle damage in and around the 

footpaths in New Barn were noted.  A meeting will be arranged with the Footpaths Officer as 

soon as possible.  The meeting was resumed.   
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2006/21:  HIGHWAYS: 

 

i) The Minutes of the Highways Committee meeting held on 23rd January 2006 

(Appendix ‘IV’) were circulated and APPROVED.  A meeting is to be arranged 

with the DBC Officer dealing with parking arrangements to further the review of 

parking in Station Road.   

   

2006/22: DARTFORD ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS/KAPC: 

 

i) The cleared Minutes of the Dartford Association of Parish and Town Councils 

meeting held on 6th December 2005 were TABLED.  

 

2006/23:  TO BE TABLED: 

 

The Clerk, Clerks and Councils Direct, News and Views from Around the County, Timberline 

Play Equipment, Play today and Discover Dartford leaflets were TABLED. 

  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.38 p.m. 

 

 

 

         Signed…………………… 

          

 

         Date……………………... 


