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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN  

PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD AT THE JUBILEE HALL, MAIN ROAD, LONGFIELD  

ON WEDNESDAY 4TH OCTOBER 2006 AT 8.00 P.M.  

 

  Present: Cllr A Butler – Vice-Chairman in the Chair   

    Cllr F G E Grainger   

    Cllr R Perfitt  

    Cllr R J Eagles   

    Cllr A R Bassam  

    Cllr A S Jordan  

    Cllr D C Patel  

    Cllr C J J Gouldsmith  

 

  In attendance: Mrs T A Taylor – Clerk   

              

The meeting was opened at 8.00 p.m. by the Chairman.  

 

2006/98:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

 

i) Cllr Jordan declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trust of the Long Valley Trust in 

any matters relating to the Trust and in matters relating to the Longfield and new 

Barn Community Hall Management Committee, as a Member of LANBARA 

Committee and as a resident of Northdown Road.  

ii) Cllr Patel declared an interest regarding his retailing interests in Station Road.    

 

2006/99:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Kite (prior commitment), Tamber ( work 

commitments) and Mrs Kite (unwell).      

 

2006/100  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6TH SEPTEMBER 2006: 

 

i) The Minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2006 were APPROVED as a 

true record and signed by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Cllr Grainger and 

seconded by Cllr Perfitt.    

 

2006/101:  MATTERS ARISING: 

 

i) Cllr Jordan referred to minute no. 2006/90: v) and asked whether the GLE 

Committee could include the Community Hall when carrying out the fire safety 

risk assessment on the parish office.  AGREED 

 

ii) Cllr Jordan referred to minute no. 2006/94: iv) and asked if a response had been 

sent to the Longfield Traders regarding the possibility of a zebra crossing in 

Station Road.  The Chairman confirmed that a response had been drafted and 

would be sent.  It was felt that not all traders in Longfield were aware that the 

Association existed but Cllr Patel confirmed that the Association was still in place 

but meetings had not been very frequent of late.   

 

iii) Cllr Jordan referred to minute no. 2006/94: v) and reported that extra barriers had 

been placed in Whitehill Road to prevent vehicles driving through to avoid the 
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diversion.  Initially, cars had been able to gain access to the stretch of road under 

construction and had proved a nuisance and a danger to the operatives.   

 

iv) Cllr Eagles reported that two caravans had now been parked on the land in 

Nurstead Avenue.  The Chairman confirmed that the terms of the enforcement 

notice required the occupants to vacate the site in November 2006.   

 

v) Cllr Patel referred to minute no. 2006/94: ii) relating to the meeting with Kent 

Highways concerning the possibility of providing a formal crossing for Station 

Road.  The Chairmen confirmed that a redesign involving kerb build-outs for 

Station Road was awaited.  

 

vi) Cllr Butler confirmed that he had studied Dartford Borough Council’s draft 

statement of licensing policy for the Gambling Act 2005 and no comments would 

be submitted.  

 

vii) The Clerk reported that, following the advertisement in the Town and Country 

Post, approximately nine enquiries had been received and, to date, three CVs had 

been received.  In view of the response so far, it was AGREED that no further 

advertisements would be placed in the local press.  

 

2006/102: PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY: 

 

i) The Chairman had received a letter from Noel Mansley who has resigned as a 

Member of the Council.  The Clerk confirmed that Dartford Borough Council has 

been informed of the resulting casual vacancy in the New Barn East Ward which 

will now be advertised on the parish notice boards.  If within the required period, 

no election is requested by 10 electors of the ward the post will be advertised for 

co-option  

  

2006/103:  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

i) A list of correspondence received during September 2006 was circulated and 

NOTED.  

 

ii) Cllr Jordan referred to the letter from Kent Highways informing the Council of the 

need to obtain advice from an arboriculturist regarding the Poplar tree in the 

grounds of the Community Hall.  The Clerk reported that the work to pollard the 

trees had been put in hand but had not yet started.  It was agreed that the contractor 

should be given a deadline to complete the work or another contractor would be 

sought.   

 

iii) Cllr Eagles referred to the letter from Susan Heads dated 15th September regarding 

the alteration to the new lease as requested by the Social Club.  The alteration 

related to the proportion of costs the Parish Council would be required to 

contribute towards the upkeep of the footpaths and accesses.  It was AGREED that  

the clause should remain unchanged so that the Parish Council’s share should 

remain at 50%.      

 

iv) Details of the new Explore Kent website were received from KCC, circulated and 

NOTED.  The Clerk is to attend a training day for the Council’s website on 7th 
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October when it may be possible to include the KCC link on the Parish Council’s 

website.   

 

2006/104:  FINANCE: 

i) The draft payments list as Appendix ‘I’ was AGREED on a proposal by Cllr 

Grainger and seconded by Cllr Gouldsmith. 

ii) It was AGREED in principle that the Council should invest in a broadband 

connection for the office computer.  The Clerk will investigate the various options 

and report the costs to the Council.     

2006/105:  PLANNING: 

i) The report of the Planning Committee as in Appendix ‘II’ was given by Cllr Butler 

and APPROVED.    

ii) Cllr Jordan had studied the partial review of the Draft South East Plan and 

reported that the document was very difficult to penetrate and contained several 

policies for the future which may happen and that no comments should be sent at 

the moment.   

2006/106:  GROUNDS, LIGHTING & ENVIRONMENT: 

 

i) Cllr Butler reported that 5 nets of daffodils and 2 trays of cowslips had been 

ordered from the North West Kent Countryside Partnership and were to be planted 

along the security fence at The Oval Playspace.  Cllrs Grainger and Eagles 

volunteered to help Cllr Butler with the planting.  

 

ii) Cllr Butler also reported that the litter bins at the Oval had still not been emptied.  

The Clerk will write to DBC to request that they are emptied on a regular basis.   

 

2006/107:  HIGHWAYS: 

 

i) Maps of the grounds maintenance carried out by DBC within the parish were 

received.  The Clerk will bring the maps to the next meeting.  

  

ii) Cllr Eagles reported that the timetable information in the bus shelter outside the 

Co-op in Station Road did not appear to relate to the buses which stopped there.  

The Clerk will write to Arriva to point out the discrepancy.  

 

2006/108:  PARISH PLAN: 

 

i) Cllr Grainger had prepared a draft of a leaflet to be distributed to the houses of the 

parish inviting residents to attend a Launch Meeting to discuss the Parish Plan.  

Copies were distributed.  Cllr Grainger proposed that residents should be invited to 

attend the Launch meeting towards the beginning of December and that the leaflets 

should be distributed with the Town and Country Post.  Seconded by Cllr Butler 

and AGREED. The text set out in the draft was confirmed.  The launch meeting 

should take place in the Jubilee Hall during the evening rather than at the weekend. 

 

ii) Cllr Jordan reported that he had attended the AGM for Age Concern and pointed 

out that the day care centre at Brambelfields has now closed and new premises 
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have been acquired in Scratchers Lane.  The new facilities were excellent and very 

well run.    

 

2006/109: KAPC/DARTFORD ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS: 

 

i) Parish News No. 319 was distributed. 

ii) Local Council Review was TABLED.  

iii) The Clerk had attended the meeting of the Dartford Association of Parish and 

Town Councils on 26th September and reported that there had been a lengthy talk 

by a representative from Arriva on the effects on bus services in the area following 

the introduction of Fastrack and an item concerning the huge documents which 

were sent to parish councils from various government organisations by email and 

which left parish councils with the expense of printing them.     

 

2006/110:  TO BE TABLED: 

 

Rural Services Review, Clerks and Councils Direct, Fieldwork, The Clerk and A2 

improvements leaflets were TABLED.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 

 

 

 

         Signed…………………… 

          

 

         Date……………………... 


