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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN  

PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD AT THE JUBILEE HALL, MAIN ROAD, LONGFIELD  

ON WEDNESDAY 5TH JULY 2006 AT 8.00 P.M.  

 

  Present: Cllr J A Kite  - Chairman   

    Cllr A Butler  

    Cllr A S Jordan  

    Cllr M Tamber   

    Cllr R Perfitt  

    Cllr F G E Grainger  

 

  In attendance: Mrs T A Taylor – Clerk   

              

The meeting was opened at 8.00 p.m. by the Chairman.      

 

2006/74:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

 

i) Cllr Jordan declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trustee of the Long Valley Trust 

in any matters relating to the Trust and in matters relating to the Longfield and 

New Barn Community Hall Management Committee, as a Member of LANBARA 

Committee and as a resident of Northdown Road.  

ii) Cllr Tamber declared an interest regarding his retailing interests in Station Road.   

 

2006/75:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Bassam (unwell), Gouldsmith (work 

commitments), Patel (family commitments) Mrs Kite (unwell), Eagles (prior commitment) 

and Mansley (prior commitment).      

 

2006/76:  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7TH JUNE 2006: 

 

i) The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th June 2006 were APPROVED as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Cllr Parfitt and 

seconded by Cllr Jordan.  

 

2006/77:  MATTERS ARISING: 

 

i) 2006/66 iii) The Chairman reported that bunting had been erected in Longfield 

Village.  Many traders had responded enthusiastically but some had either refused 

to display the bunting or had not replied to the Council’s initial letter.   

 

ii) Following a question from Cllr Butler, the Clerk confirmed that the first meeting 

of the parish plan steering committee would be held on 24th July 2006 at 8.30 p.m. 

in the Longfield and New Barn Community Hall following the Highways 

Committee meeting.  

 

iii) Six copies of the public consultation document relating to the closure of Darenth 

Community School had been received.  Responses were required by 3rd July 2006.  

The Clerk had completed the response in accordance with the views expressed in 

the minutes of the 7th June council meeting.  A copy of the response had been 

circulated to Members for information.      
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2006/78:  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

i) A list of correspondence received during June was circulated and NOTED.  

 

ii) Cllr Jordan referred to the letter from KCC giving notice of the Dartford Local 

Board meeting to be held on 29th June 2006.  It was NOTED that the letter was 

dated 16th June and received by the Parish Council on 21st June.  It was felt that 

insufficient notice of the meeting had been given.  However, the Chairman 

reported that dates of the meetings were published on the website and were 

arranged some months ahead.  Cllr Jordan will enquire about the schedule of 

meetings.  

 

iii) An invitation to attend the Elderly Forum on 7th July was received from Dartford 

Borough Council and NOTED.   

 

Cllr Tamber declared an interest in the following item and did not speak or vote.  

 

iv) A copy of a letter to the Royal Mail from Graham Simpkin regarding the change to 

the postal collection times in Hartley, Longfield and New Ash Green was received 

and circulated.  It was NOTED that the Royal Mail had decided to change the 

times of the last daily collection from boxes and the sorting office in Longfield 

from 18.30 to 16.00 and from the sub-post offices to 17.00.  The changes had been 

made with no consultation with the local community or businesses.  It was 

AGREED that the Council should send a letter of objection to the changes.   

  

2006/79:  FINANCE: 

i) The draft payments list as Appendix ‘I’ was AGREED on a proposal by Cllr 

Butler and seconded by Cllr Grainger.   

ii) Copies of the balance sheet and accounts for 2005/06 together with a draft letter to 

the Audit Commission were circulated prior to the meeting.  The Annual Return 

had been completed by the internal auditor and the Clerk in accordance with the 

Scribe schedule.  The Annual Report was AGREED and signed by the Chairman 

and the Clerk.  The Accounts will be submitted to the Audit Commission.   

iii) Consideration was given to the new Scribe computer programme designed for the 

management of allotments at a cost of £95 per annum.  Details were circulated.  It 

was AGREED that the Council will not purchase the new programme.     

2006/80:  PLANNING: 

i) The report of the Planning Committee as in Appendix ‘II’ was given by Cllr Butler 

and APPROVED.    

ii) Details of the consultation documents on the Core Minerals Strategy; the General 

Development Control Polices DPD;  the Construction Aggregates DPD with 

proposals map and the accompanying Sustainability Appraisal Report were 

received from KCC and TABLED.  Comments on the consultation documents are 

required by 21st July 2006.  Cllr Butler will study the documents and report to the 

Clerk on any comments which the Council should consider in relation to Longfield 

and New Barn.  
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iii) A letter was received from the Leader of Kent County Council explaining the 

process for its ‘Towards 2010’ which is an ambitious programme that sets out how 

KCC will continue to build upon a track record of success, delivering further 

service improvements and value for money.  The letter was circulated and 

comments invited on the consultation by 31st July 2006.  There were no comments.    

2006/81:  GROUNDS, LIGHTING & ENVIRONMENT: 

i) The Minutes of the GLE Committee meeting held on 14th June 2006 (Appendix 

‘III’) were circulated and APPROVED.  Cllr Grainger reported that the meeting 

had been attended by Stephen Jefferson, the DBC Regeneration Officer and, as a 

result of his involvement, Roger Reed of the Football Association will be coming 

to inspect the football pitch on 10th August.  It was generally felt by Members of 

the GLE Committee that the position of the changing rooms should be altered from 

the original planning permission.     

ii) Cllr Grainger reported that both the Council’s and the Club’s leases were now 

ready for signature.  In view of this it was important for the Council to meet 

representatives to agree on the amount of money owed to the Council for grass-

cutting, litter picking and repairs.  There is evidence that payments for these items 

had previously been paid by the Club to the Council.   In the meantime, the 

Council’s payments for electricity to the Club remain in ESCROW.   

iii) It was NOTED that the control of rabbits on the allotments should be the 

responsibility of the allotment holders.  The Council AGREED that the policy of 

shooting rabbits on the allotment sites should not be adopted for reasons of health 

and safety.   

iv) Cllrs Kite, Mrs Kite, Grainger, Butler, Tamber, Gouldsmith and Perfitt will attend 

the Festival on 13th August 2006.   

v) A report on the two Poplar trees in the grounds of the Community Hall was 

received from Eric Davis, the Tree Officer from DBC and copies circulated.  The 

two options included in the report, i.e. re-pollarding the trees or felling the trees 

were discussed at length in the light of Mr Davis’ comments.  Cllr Butler proposed 

that the two Poplar trees should be felled.  This was seconded by Cllr Grainger.  

There were three votes in favour and three against the felling of the trees.  

Therefore, the Chairman used his casting vote and it was RESOLVED that the 

trees be re-pollarded.  As a matter of urgency, a further quotation for the 

pollarding of the trees will be obtained and the Clerk will refer this to the next 

GLE Committee for a decision.  The GLE Committee will be authorised to spend 

up to £3,000 so that the pollarding can be progressed during the Summer break.      

vi) A letter of complaint concerning various matters in Longfield was received.  

Copies of the letter together with the Clerk’s reply were circulated.  It was 

NOTED that most of the complaints were directed to the Borough Council.  The 

only matter in the hands of the Parish Council concerned the litter picking in the 

Community Park but it was reported that this was now in hand.    

vii) A letter was received from Susan Heads enclosing a clean copy of the new lease 

for the Community Hall and the Children’s play area and seeking the Council’s 

approval of the Notice and Tenant’s declaration.  The Council is required to make 

this Declaration (that the Lease is excluded from the Landlord & Tenant Act 1954) 
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at least 14 days before the Lease is signed.  It was AGREED that the Clerk be 

authorised to sign this declaration on behalf on the Council at the appropriate time.  

It was NOTED from Susan Head’s letter that the Club’s share of the maintenance 

of the access road has been reduced from 25% to 10% and that the Club has asked 

for a reciprocal rent suspension clause in the event that the premises are damaged 

or destroyed by fire.  This clause seems reasonable and the Council should ask for 

a similar clause to be included in its new lease.     

viii) A letter had been received from Susan Heads regarding the new Lease for the 

Longfield Chalk Bank and enclosing the management plan for the site from Kent 

wildlife Trust.   The management plan was passed to the GLE Committee for 

comments.    

 

2006/82:  HIGHWAY 

 

i) It was NOTED that the next Highways Committee meeting would be held on 

Monday 24th July 2006 at 7.30 p.m in the Longfield and New Barn Community 

Hall.  

 

ii) A request had been received from Kent Highways to hold a meeting to discuss the 

possibility of a formal crossing in Station Road.  It was NOTED that Kent 

Highways has asked its consultants, Jacobs Babtie, to look at the possibility but 

the initial design has produced a number of concerns regarding the impact that 

such a crossing will have on parking and loading bays within Station Road.  

Members of the Highways Committee will meet Kent Highways representatives to 

discuss the problems.  The debate on whether there should be a crossing or not will 

be referred to the Parish Plan Committee.   

 

2006/83: DARTFORD ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS/KAPC: 

 

i) Cllr Butler referred to Parish News 317. The Clerk will send for the application 

pack for funding for the preparation of Parish Plans.   

ii) Cllr Perfitt will attend the Councillors’ Information Day on 22nd July.  The Clerk 

will contact Cllr Mansley who may also wish to attend.   

    

2006/84:  TO BE TABLED: 

 

Playwork South East, CPRE Countryside Voice, Bago Brochure, Fieldwork and Planned 

roadworks for the South East were TABLED.  

 

  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40 p.m. 

 

 

 

         Signed…………………… 

          

 

         Date……………………... 


