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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN  

PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD AT THE JUBILEE HALL, MAIN ROAD, LONGFIELD  

ON WEDNESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2006 AT 8.00 P.M.  

 

  Present: Cllr J A Kite   -  Chairman 

Cllr A Butler – Vice-Chairman    

    Cllr F G E Grainger   

    Cllr D C Patel  

    Cllr C J J Gouldsmith  

    Cllr A S Jordan  

    Cllr R J Eagles 

  

  In attendance: 4 Members of the Public 

    Steve Cross – Community Warden 

Mrs T A Taylor – Clerk   

Mrs T Russell – New Clerk  

              

The meeting was opened at 8.00 p.m. by the Chairman.  

 

2006/126:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs, Tamber ( work commitments) and Mrs Kite 

(unwell), Bassam (prior commitment) and Perfitt (prior commitment).      

 

2006/127:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

 

i) Cllr Patel declared an interest regarding his retailing interests in Station Road.    

ii) Cllr Jordan declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trustee of the Long Valley Trust 

in any matters relating to the Trust and in matters relating to the Longfield and 

New Barn Community Hall Management Committee, as a Member of LANBARA 

Committee and as a resident of Northdown Road.  

iii) Cllr Grainger declared an interest in Planning Application DA/2006/1227. 

iv) Cllr Gouldsmsith declared an interest in Planning Application DA/2006/1214.  

 

2006/128: MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1ST NOVEMBER 2006: 

 

i) The Minutes of the meeting held on 1st November 2006 were APPROVED as a 

true record and signed by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Cllr Butler and 

seconded by Cllr Grainger.   

 

ii) Cllr Butler referred to item 2006/114: i) and reported that the litter bins at The 

Oval had still not been emptied and were full to overflowing.  The Chairman will 

take up the matter with DBC environmental services.   

 

iii) Cllr Jordan referred to item 2006/120: iv) and reported that the Hall Management 

Committee had made an appointment for a fire officer to visit the Community Hall 

to advise the Committee on the installation  of a fire alarm. 

  

The Chairman welcomed Steve Cross, the Community Warden, to the meeting and invited 

him to explain his work in the parish.  Steve explained that he was part of a response team 

within Dartford and was at the moment working in Longfield and New Barn.  He had been 
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able to deal with minor problems in the parish but was anxious to publicise his presence and 

encourage residents to report incidents to him.  He left several cards giving his contact details 

with the Council.  The Chairman thanked him for his report and his time. The Warden then 

left the meeting.  

 

2006/129:  MATTERS ARISING: 

 

i) The Borough Council is now ready to sign the lease for the Community Hall, the 

parish office and the Social Club and are anxious that the matter should proceed.  

It was AGREED that the Council should not sign the Lease until the financial 

arrangements with the Club have been settled.  The Clerk will inform Dartford 

Borough Council of the decision not to proceed until matters are settled and copies 

of the letter be sent to both the solicitor and the Club Committee. 

 

ii) A report of the Parish Plan Launch meeting held on 30th November had been 

prepared by Cllr Grainger and copies were TABLED.   The Report included an 

introduction to the Parish Plan which will be sent to defra together with the 

Council’s application for a grant towards the cost of the preparation of the Plan.  

Three members of the public present at the Launch had volunteered to join the 

Steering Group.  Cllr Grainger will now prepare a timetable for the printing and 

distribution of the questionnaire, pending the decision as to whether the Council 

will obtain the grant.  It is hoped that the questionnaires can be distributed and 

collected and the information analysed before the election of the new Council in 

May 2007.   It was AGREED that the grant application be submitted to defra for 

consideration.  

 

2006/130: CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

 

The Chairman reported on the latest developments regarding the land in Nurstead Lane where 

the owner of the land had now submitted a further application for a change of use of the land 

to a private caravan site for a gypsy family.  The previous application on the site had been 

refused by the Borough Council and, following a full scale public inquiry and enforcement 

notices to the applicant, the Inspector had refused the application but had given the occupier 

of the land one year to leave the site.  This year had expired on 11th November 2006.  On the 

13th November the Borough Council served the first of its seven day notices for eviction to Mr 

Friend.  These will be followed by further seven day notices and the Borough Council will 

continue to pursue the occupier’s eviction by engaging barristers and take it to a judicial 

review if necessary.   In the meantime the new application will be ‘fast-tracked’ through the 

development control system at DBC.   

 

The Chairman reported on his attendance at the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership 

which had also been attended by the Leader of Gravesham Borough Council.  It had been 

agreed at this meeting that the main priorities for the CDRP would be the reduction in teenage 

anti-social behaviour, nuisance motorbikes and the prevention of the sexual activities which 

take place on Dartford Heath. 

   

2006/131:  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

i) A list of correspondence received during November 2006 was circulated and 

NOTED.  
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ii) An invitation had been received from DBC to attend the Elderly Forum to be held 

on 8th December 2006.  NOTED.   

 

iii) Copies of the Policing Kent Survey 2007/08 were circulated to Members for 

completion.    

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND RECOMMENTATIONS 

 

2006/132:  FINANCE: 

i) The draft payments list as Appendix ‘I’ was AGREED on a proposal by Cllr 

Butler and seconded by Cllr Gouldsmith. 

ii) It was AGREED that a Finance Committee meeting he held on Wednesday 13th 

December 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the parish office.  The Clerk will inform Cllr 

Tamber of the arrangements.  The meeting is to discuss the budget requirements 

for 2007/08.   

iii) Copies of the new contract with EDF Energy for the unmetered electricity supply 

for 1st January 2007 to 31st December 2007 were circulated.  It was AGREED that 

the Council should accept the prices quoted, i.e. a unit price of 8.5p.   

iv) It was AGREED that the estimate received from C S Drainage for £100 for the 

repair of the step outside the parish office be accepted.  

v) Requests for donations had been received from Victim Support Kent and the 

Ellenor Hospice and details were circulated.  It was felt that the requests should be 

dealt with by the Finance Committee in the budget considerations for 2007/08.   

2006/133:   GROUNDS, LIGHTING & ENVIRONMENT: 

i) The Minutes of the GLE Committee meeting held on 6th November 2006 

(Appendix ‘III’) were circulated and APPROVED.   Cllr Grainger will prepare a 

list of the outstanding actions for discussion at the next GLE Committee meeting 

which will be held on 11th December 2006.     

ii) Comments on the Longfield, New Barn and Southfleet Access Initiative had been 

made by Cllrs Butler and Grainger.  Copies of the comments had been circulated 

to Members.  It was AGREED that these comments should be approved and sent 

to the North West Kent Countryside Partnership with a slight alteration to the 

comment relating to trail bikes.  The sentence relating to how this recreation might 

be accommodated in this area should be omitted.  It was AGREED that Cllr Butler 

will to continue to liaise with the Countryside Partnership on behalf of the 

Council.     

The meeting was then adjourned in order to hear comments from the members of the public 

present.  Their comments were noted and the meeting was resumed.   

2006/134:   HIGHWAYS: 

i) Drawings are now available of the design of the Station Road kerb build outs and 

the Kent Highways Transport Manager has requested a meeting to explain some of 

the issues arising from the plans.  It was AGREED that the Manager be invited to 

attend the January parish council meeting to discuss the proposals.  The Clerk will 
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invite her to the meeting and request a copy of the drawings in order that Members 

will have an opportunity to study them beforehand.   

ii) Cllr Jordan reported that since the widening of Whitehill Road had been 

completed, several cars were parking beyond the parking bays which effectively 

moved the original problem further towards Northdown Road.  It had also been 

noticed that vehicles were parking on the allotment side of the road.  The Clerk 

will contact Dartford Borough Council about the possibility of introducing  

parking restrictions between the parking bays to the junction of Northdown Road 

and on the allotment side of the road.   

2006/135:  PLANNING: 

i) The report of the Planning Committee as in Appendix ‘II’ was given by Cllr Butler 

and APPROVED.    

ii) Cllr Butler reported that he and Cllrs Grainger and Perfitt had visited Bob Gagg to 

discuss his proposals for the renovation of an old asbestos barn to make it suitable 

for business accommodation.       

 

2006/136: KAPC/DARTFORD ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS: 

 

2006/137:  TO BE TABLED: 

 

Clerks and Councils Direct, Local Council Review, The Clerk, The Playing Field, CPRE 

Kent, Countryside Voice, Plan your Journeys Oct 2006/Jan 2007 were TABLED.   

 

2006/138:   DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

 

The Chairman wished Members a Happy Christmas and reminded them that the next meeting 

would be held on Wednesday, 3rd January 2007.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 

 

 

 

         Signed…………………… 

 

         Date……………………... 


