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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN  

PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD AT THE JUBILEE HALL, MAIN ROAD, LONGFIELD  

ON WEDNESDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 2006 AT 8.00 P.M.  

 

  Present: Cllr J A Kite  - Chairman   

    Cllr A Butler  

    Cllr F G E Grainger   

    Cllr M Tamber   

    Cllr R Perfitt  

    Cllr R J Eagles   

    Cllr Mrs J Kite  

    Cllr N Mansley 

 

  In attendance: Gerald Cramp  

    1 Member of the Public 

Mrs T A Taylor – Clerk   

              

The meeting was opened at 8.00 p.m. by the Chairman.  

 

2006/85:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

 

i) Cllr Tamber declared an interest regarding his retailing interests in Station Road.   

 

2006/86:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Bassam (unwell), Gouldsmith (prior 

commitment), Patel (holiday) and Jordan (prior commitment).      

 

2006/87:  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5TH JULY2006: 

 

i) The Minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2006 were APPROVED as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Cllr Butler and 

seconded by Cllr Mrs Kite.  

 

2006/88:  MATTERS ARISING: 

 

There were no matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda.  

 

2006/89: LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN PARISH PLAN: 

 

The Chairman welcomed Gerald Cramp and invited him to speak to the Council about the 

progress of the Hartley Parish Plan.  Mr Cramp explained the steps which had been taken to 

bring about the preparation of a Design Statement for Hartley and subsequently, a parish plan.  

Several points were noted, in particular the importance of involving the community in the 

preparation of the Plan and that the Plan can be incorporated into the district planning process.  

Mr Cramp, who is Chairman of the Hartley Parish Plan Committee, left a copy of the 

committee’s latest progress report together with a copy of the village questionnaire which had 

been distributed to over 2,000 households in the parish of Hartley.  Councillors were given the 

opportunity to question Mr Cramp who then left the meeting. 
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The meeting was then adjourned in order to hear comments from the member of the public 

present.  Comments regarding the litter problem in Oakwood Rise were noted and the meeting 

was resumed.   

 

i) The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Plan Steering Group held on the 24th July 

2006 (Appendix ‘IV’) were APPROVED.   

 

ii) The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Plan Steering Group held on 24th August 

2006 (Appendix ‘III’) were distributed and APPROVED.  It was NOTED that 

following the cancellation of the Festival and therefore the plans to hand fliers to 

residents regarding the production of the Parish Plan, some 50 fliers had been 

distributed to Longfield Traders inviting them to attend the meeting.  Three traders 

had been present.  

 

2006/90:  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

i) A list of correspondence received during July and August was circulated and 

NOTED.  

 

ii) Dartford Borough Council’s draft Statement of Licensing Policy for the Gambling 

Act 2005 consultation document had been received and was TABLED.  Comments 

are required by 25th September 2006.  Cllr Butler will study the document and 

report to next council meeting.  

 

iii) Notification had been received that the Community Warden for Longfield and 

New Barn has resigned.  NOTED.  

 

iv) An invitation to the elderly forum to be held on 15th September was received and 

NOTED.  

 

v) Information was received from HM Government regarding the need to carry out a 

fire safety risk assessment on the Council office.  The GLE Committee will deal 

with the matter at its next meeting.  

 

vi) Details of the Kent Youth Capital Fund and Youth Opportunities Fund were 

received from KCC and circulated.  The Clerk will file the information for future 

reference.   

 

vii) A letter was received from Kent County Council concerning the Kent Waste 

Development Framework (WDF) Spatial Options consultation and the Kent Joint 

Municipal Waste Management Strategy Headline Strategy.  A Parish Council 

representative was invited to attend a seminar on 13th September to discuss the 

consultation and explain how responses can be made.  Cllr Perfitt will consider 

attending.    

 

2006/91:  FINANCE: 

i) The draft payments list as Appendix ‘I’ was AGREED on a proposal by Cllr 

Butler and seconded by Cllr Grainger.   

ii) A letter had been received from the Audit Commission requiring amendments to 

the Annual Return.  Copies of the letter from the Audit Commission were 

circulated and it was AGREED that the amendments should be made to the Annual 
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Return and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  The Clerk will reply to the 

Audit Commission’s clarifying the points raised.  

iii) A list of the expenses incurred in relation to the Summer Festival was distributed.  

It was NOTED that the total costs of £2,314.89 would have been spent whether or 

not the Festival had gone ahead.  The loss to the Council was from any funds 

raised by the individual stall holders/charities and paid to the Council.  The 

Chairman confirmed that the decision to cancel the Festival had been the right one 

in the light of the very heavy rain which had prevented the setting up of events and 

stalls, particularly electrical equipment.      

2006/92:  PLANNING: 

i) The report of the Planning Committee as in Appendix ‘II’ was given by Cllr Butler 

and APPROVED.    

ii) The report of the Planning Committee held on 3rd August 2006 (Appendix ‘V’) 

was APPROVED.  

2006/93:  GROUNDS, LIGHTING & ENVIRONMENT: 

 

i) The Minutes of the GLE Committee meeting held on 9th August 2006 (Appendix 

‘IV’) were APPROVED.  It was NOTED that Mr Munday would charge £300 for 

the clearance of the rubbish adjacent to the entrance/footpath to the Oval and 

AGREED.  Cllr Grainger has spoken to the Sports and Social Club to discuss the 

outstanding charges and future maintenance of the grounds but no reply has been 

received regarding the Committee’s agreement.  There are still outstanding points 

on the completion of the Lease which is now being delayed by the Club.   

 

ii) As a result of the visit by Roger Reed of the Football Foundation on 10th August 

2006, Cllr Grainger had prepared a discussion paper on behalf of the GLE 

Committee regarding the development of the Longfield Community Park.  Copies 

of the discussion paper were circulated.  

 

The Chairman declared an interest in Discussion Point 1 as Leader of Dartford Borough 

Council and left the room during the discussion of this item.    

 

In the absence of the Chairman, the Chair was passed to the vice-chairmen, Cllr Butler, to 

preside.   

 

Cllr Grainger explained the position regarding the length of the lease for the Community Park 

and the need to obtain either a longer lease or ownership of the grounds which will be 

necessary if funding applications for changing rooms are to be successful.  Cllr Grainger 

proposed and Cllr Mansley seconded that the Parish Council should, in the first instance, seek 

to acquire the ownership of the Community Park and an approach should be made to Dartford 

Borough Council to this effect. AGREED.   

 

The Chairman returned to the meeting and assumed the Chair.   

 

Discussion Point 2 concerned the question of whether the Council should support junior or 

adult football in the Community Park.  After a lengthy discussion it was felt that junior 

football would be more appropriate and it was AGREED that the Community Park will be 

developed on the grounds of providing football facilities appropriate for juniors.   
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Discussion Point 3 concerned the question of whether the Council should install fencing and 

floodlighting to the all weather pitch together with an additional goal/kicking wall to match 

the existing one.  The facilities could be used for informal sessions by local youths.  It was 

AGREED that the council should proceed with obtaining specifications and costs for the 

provision of lighting and fencing and investigate the possibility of obtaining a grant of 

£10,000 from the Football Foundation.   

 

Cllr Grainger explained the position regarding the siting of the new changing rooms and the 

possibility of a joint venture with the Social Club.  Members felt that talks with the Social 

Club could go ahead in principle but the matter should be progressed carefully.   

 

At this point Cllr Eagles left the meeting.   

 

iii) Details of the Clean Kent Campaign – Our Space were received and circulated for 

information. NOTED.  

 

iv) Information was received from Kent BTCV regarding the Tree Warden Scheme.  

BTCV is looking for volunteers to become tree wardens. NOTED.  

 

v) A letter was received from The Rochester Diocese’ solicitor regarding the Mission 

Hall and was circulated.  The Clerk will investigate how best to settle the matter of 

the rights of access to the Mission Hall from the highway.   

 

2006/94:  HIGHWAYS: 

 

i) It was NOTED that there had been no quorum at the Highways Committee 

meeting held on 24th July 2006.  

 

ii) The Clerk and Cllr Tamber had met Anne-Marie Hannam on 11th August 2006 to 

discuss the possibility of providing a formal crossing in Station road Longfield.  

The provision of a formal crossing would eliminate some parking spaces and it 

was felt that the better option would be to provide kerb build-outs beyond the 

parked vehicles to enable pedestrians to cross.  Details of the pedestrian crossing 

count and plans of the proposed crossing were TABLED.  

 

iii) The Clerk had received a call from a local resident who was unable to access all of 

Station Road because of the lack of dropped kerbs.  It was felt that maybe a review 

of the kerbs could be undertaken in line with the new crossing provisions.   

 

iv) A letter had been received from Longfield Traders Association regarding the loss 

of parking which may result from the installation of a zebra crossing.  Copies were 

circulated.  The Council was unaware that the Traders’ Association was still in 

existence and it was AGREED that a letter be sent to the Chairman asking for 

details of the number of members, how often meetings were held and clarification 

that it is still a valid organisation.  The letter will explain the current position 

regarding the formal crossing for Station Road.    

 

v) Notification was received from Kent Highways regarding the commencement of 

the Whitehill Road widening scheme.  The work will start on 25th September and 

is scheduled to last for 10 weeks.  Details of the diversions which will be in 

operation were TABLED.  
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vi) A letter was received from Kent Highways regarding the circular “Setting Local 

Speed Limits” and was circulated for information.  The Clerk will contact Anne 

Marie Hannam regarding the installation of the interactive speed sign for Main 

Road.  

 

2006/95:  CLERK VACANCY: 

 

i) The Clerk reported that estimates had been received from the Kent Messenger, 

Newsshopper and Kent on Sunday for the placement of the agreed wording of the 

advertisement of the new clerk’s position.  The prices ranged from £280.00 to 

£372 for one week.  It was AGREED that these prices were too high and therefore 

the advertisement will be placed in Parish News, The Town and Country Post and 

other local magazines.  The Clerk will also post notices on the parish council 

notice boards and in the Library.       

 

ii) It was AGREED that Cllrs Butler, Grainger, Mrs Kite and Perfitt will form an 

interview panel and report back to the parish council.  Applicants will be asked to 

send their CVs for consideration and interviews will take place during October.  

The Panel will report to the November meeting of the Council.  

 

2006/96: DARTFORD ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS/KAPC: 

 

i) The cleared minutes of the Dartford Association of Parish Councils’ meeting held 

on 13th June 2006 had been received and a list of the previously discussed topics 

was circulated for information.   

ii) Parish News No. 318 was circulated.  

 

2006/97:  TO BE TABLED: 

 

Local Council Review, The Playing Field, Clerks and Councils Direct, The Clerk, Litter and 

the Law, Kent Trails (10 copies), A Guide to improving your local Environment, Standards 

Board Bulletin, Policing Kent 2006/09, KCC Annual Plan and Ellenor Hospice Annual 

Review were TABLED.  

  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.50 p.m. 

 

 

 

         Signed…………………… 

          

 

         Date……………………... 


