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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN  

PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD AT THE JUBILEE HALL, MAIN ROAD, LONGFIELD  

ON WEDNESDAY 7TH JUNE 2006 AT 8.00 P.M.  

 

  Present: Cllr J A Kite  - Chairman   

    Cllr A Butler  

    Cllr A S Jordan  

    Cllr R J Eagles  

    Cllr N Mansley 

    Cllr C J J Gouldsmith  

    Cllr M C Tamber  

    Cllr Mrs J Kite  

    Cllr R Perfitt  

        

              

The meeting was opened at 8.00 p.m. by the Chairman.    In the absence of the Clerk, tne 

minutes were taken by Cllr Butler  

 

2006/62:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

 

i) Cllr Jordan declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trustee of the Long Valley Trust 

in any matters relating to the Trust and in matters relating to the Longfield and 

New Barn Community Hall Management Committee, as a Member of LANBARA 

Committee and as a resident of Northdown Road.  

ii) Cllr Tamber declared an interest regarding his retailing interests in Station Road.   

 

2006/63:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Bassam (unwell) and Grainger (work 

commitments) .      

 

2006/64:  MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 3RD MAY 2006: 

 

i) The Minutes of the annual meeting held on 3rd May 2006 were APPROVED as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman.  This was proposed by Cllr Eagles and seconded by Cllr 

Mansley. The amendment to the minutes proposed by Cllr Jordan that the wording of 2006/53 

v) relating to the DBC grant to the parish to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday celebrations was 

not seconded.  The general consensus was that the wording reflected the true position.  The 

Chairman reported that the grant was made to each parish council chairman and, following 

legal advice and consultation with KAPC, the Parish Council had followed a suitably correct 

procedure.  Cllr Jordan opposed approval of the minutes.    

 

2006/65:  MATTERS ARISING: 

 

i) Cllr Jordan asked the Chairman about the availability of the reply from the 

Standards Board  - 2006/54 i).  Cllr Kite read the letter which confirmed that the 

complaint had been fully withdrawn.  

 

ii) Cllr Jordan reported that not all residents had received copies of the Annual 

Report, either in time or not at all.   Cllr Mansley reported that he had received his 

copy with the June Town & Country Post.  It was AGREED that the Clerk should 
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write to the Town & Country Post to express our concerns and ensure that if we 

use them next year there will be a full and prompt delivery.   

 

iii) Cllr Eagles reported that spoil from building works at 5 The Oval was being 

dumped on the green and then removed by grabber lorry and damage to the turf 

had occurred.  The Chairman will contact DBC Development Control.   

 

iv) Cllr Jordan asked what was happening about the tree works at the Community Hall 

as a branch had fallen off recently.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would contact 

the DBC tree officer as a matter of urgency.    

 

v) The draft terms of reference for the formation of the Parish/Village Plans 

Committee prepared by Cllr Grainger were circulated and discussed.  The 

Chairman proposed that the Committee should be open to all councillors, that 

actual reporting should be flexible rather than a fixed time/date and that items 4e, 

f, g and j be omitted with m. being left to full Council meetings.  It was AGREED 

that Cllrs Kite, Tamber, Butler Mansley and Perfitt form the Committee and that 

the Clerk will arrange a meeting as soon as possible.   

 

vi) The booklet on Getting to Grips with the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment 

Act 2005 – a parish council guide to environmental enforcement had been received 

from DEFRA and was TABLED.  

 

2006/66: MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PARISH MEETING: 

 

i) The Chairman advised that the response from traders in the Village had been 

enthusiastic and that he would be making arrangements for the fixing of the 

bunting on Saturday.    

 

ii) Cllr Tamber suggested that the Council should mark the Queen’s 80th birthday 

with something more permanent such as a tree to be planted or a shield to be 

awarded annually to the infants school.  It was AGREED that the new village 

plans committee should incorporate this in its brief.   

 

iii) The Council then sought to ratify the spending of £500 on bunting proposed at the 

parish meeting.  The initial ratification wording suggested was ‘The Parish 

Meeting chose to spend the grant money on bunting’.  There were no objections to 

this wording but Cllr Jordan abstained from the vote.  The Chairman felt that it 

was preferable to have a unanimous ratification of the decision and the wording 

was amended to ‘The £500 spending decision of 3rd May 2006 was put to the 

Annual Parish Meeting for consultation and it was RESOLVED that it should be 

spent on bunting for the Village and we now ratify that decision’.  AGREED 

unanimously.     

       

2006/67:  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

i) A list of correspondence received during May 2006 was circulated and NOTED. 

 

ii) Copies of the information received from KCC Trading Standards offering an 

opportunity for the Council to take part in an emailing system designed to alert 

Kent residents of the activities of doorstep criminals and obtain intelligence about 

traders and trading practices were circulated and NOTED.   
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iii) Copies of the correspondence between DBC and the Department for Culture, 

Media and Sport on the role of parish and town councils in the progress and 

determination of licensing applications were circulated and NOTED.   

 

iv) A letter had been received from LANBARA requesting a copy of the festival 

expenses for 2005.  It was AGREED that the Clerk should send a copy.   

 

v) A letter had been received from Darenth Primary School asking for support against 

its closure and copies were circulated.  It was AGREED that the Council would 

support Darenth Community Schools campaign and that the Clerk should write 

suggesting that this site could be split into a school and community facilities and 

that the Council would oppose any housing development.   

 

2006/68:  FINANCE: 

i) The draft payments list as Appendix ‘I’ was AGREED on a proposal by Cllr Mrs 

Kite and seconded by Cllr Gouldsmith. 

2006/69:  PLANNING: 

i) The report of the Planning Committee as in Appendix ‘II’ was given by Cllr Butler 

and APPROVED.   The Chairman drew attention to planning application 

DA/06/472 for the continued use of the forecourt of No 33 Station Road for selling 

fruit and vegetables from an old ambulance.  It was AGREED that the Council 

should strongly oppose this application which would be unsightly and out of 

keeping with the village scene and take business away from council tax paying 

traders.   

ii) Details of the location and number of telecommunications masts within the 

Dartford Borough had been received.   

2006/70:  GROUNDS, LIGHTING & ENVIRONMENT: 

 

i) Cllr Eagles reported that there were overgrown footpaths in New Barn.  The Clerk 

will contact the Footpaths Officer to ascertain when they are due for clearance.  

 

ii) It was AGREED that the Clerk should contact the Footpaths Officer to check the 

progress of the installation of kissing gates for the footpaths in Deerhurst Close.  

 

2006/71:  HIGHWAYS: 

 

i) A meeting of the Highways Committee should be arranged as soon as possible.  

 

ii) A reply had been received from Kent Highways regarding the installation of an 

interactive speed indicator in the parish and copies of the email were circulated 

and NOTED.  Cllr Butler reported that he had received a call from Kayley Phillips, 

KCC Community Liaison Manager for Dartford.  She stated that, unless the grant 

money of £6,000 is used soon then it would have to be returned.  The Chairman 

indicated that Cllr Bassam did have a second project if this one did not proceed.  It 

was AGREED that Cllr Butler will respond to the email from Kent Highways to 

confirm that the Parish Council want a double sided speed sign located in Main 
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Road and to refute the suggestion that this would encourage speeding and ask for 

legislation which prevents using this location.  

 

iii) Twenty copies of letters which have been sent to DBC Parking Services Manager 

relating to parking problems in Essex Road and requesting that a residents parking 

scheme be introduced had been received.  The Chairman reported that DBC will 

undertake a survey of the residents of Essex Road regarding the suggested parking 

scheme.   

 

iv) A reply had been received from Kent Highways regarding the reduction to the 

speed limit for Green Street Green Road and was circulated.  It was AGREED that 

the Clerk should contact Kent Highways to clarify what legislation says about the 

number of road signs.   

 

v) Details of Kent Highway Services parish/town council briefings were received and 

circulated.  The Clerk will attend the briefing at Joynes House on 28th June at 3.30 

p.m.   

  

2006/72: DARTFORD ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS/KAPC: 

 

i) Parish News No 316 was circulated.   

 

2006/73:  TO BE TABLED: 

 

The Playing Field, The Link, The Clerk and Clerks & Councils Direct were TABLED.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10 p.m. 

 

 

 

         Signed…………………… 

          

 

         Date……………………... 


