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MINUTES OF THE  

LONGFIELD AND NEW BARN ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT  

LONG VALLEY HALL, FAWKHAM ROAD, LONGFIELD ON  

THURSDAY 11TH MAY 2006 AT 8.00. P.M.    

 

 

 Present:  Cllr J A Kite  - Chairman 

    Cllr A Butler  - Vice-Chairman 

    Cllr Mrs J Kite  

    Cllr A R Bassam 

    Cllr J Gouldsmith 

    Cllr F G E Grainger 

    Cllr M Tamber  

    Cllr R Perfitt   

 

 In Attendance:  15 Members of the Public     

    Superintendent David Cooper, Kent Police  

    Gary Benzies – Kent Police  

    Tony Quilter – Police Community Support Officer  

    Mrs T A Taylor - Clerk  

     

The Chairman opened the meeting at 8.00 p.m..   

 

2006/1/A:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Eagles, (holiday), Jordan (holiday), 

Mansley (holiday) and Patel (holiday).        

 

2006/2/A:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

 

There were no declarations of interest.  

 

2006/3/A:  MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD ON 26TH MAY 2005: 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 26th May 2005 were distributed to those 

present.  The Minutes were APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

This was proposed by Cllr Grainger and seconded by Cllr Butler.   There were no matters 

arising not elsewhere on the Agenda. 

 

2006/4/A: CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION:   

 

The Chairman, Cllr Kite, invited Superintendent David Cooper from Kent Police to 

address the meeting.  It was appreciated that he had been able to attend but recognised 

that there may be more pressing matters for him to deal with.   

 

2006/5/A:  ADDRESS BY SUPERINTENDENT DAVID COOPER: 

 

Superintendent Cooper began his address by explaining what is going on in the region 

regarding the latest reorganisation of the North Kent Police Division.  The result of the 

reorganisation will provide more officers to deal with a smaller area.  New systems had 

meant that outstanding incidents were being dealt with faster and targets were being met.  
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In reply to a question from the public regarding the central control system of reporting 

incidents, Superintendent Cooper explained that, although there had been teething 

troubles when the system was put in place some four years ago, Kent Police was now one 

of the better performers nationally.  Also in reply to a question from a member of the 

public, Superintendent Cooper explained that the opening of a new police station which 

would cover both Dartford and Gravesham would provide superior facilities which would 

give the Force more cells and more office space.       

 

The Chairman thanked the police for attending and they then left the meeting.   

   

2006/6/A:  PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT: 

 

The Chairman then moved on to discuss the items contained in the Council’s Annual 

Report copies of which had been delivered to every house in the parish.  Copies were 

available at the meeting.    The Chairman reminded those present of the date for the 

Longfield Summer festival this year and asked for volunteers to help on the day which is 

Sunday 13th August.  This is an event which has been firmly established in the Council’s 

calendar but it is impossible to mount such an occasion without assistance   

 

2006/7/A:  CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION: 

 

The Chairman briefly explained the contents of the Annual Report in terms of the 

Council’s policy on planning.  The Council adopts a policy of opposing the removal of 

healthy trees which have preservation orders but does take the view that extensions to 

private dwellings should be allowed wherever possible so long as there is no detrimental 

affect on neighbours.   

 

The Council’s budget includes funds which have been set aside for improvements to the 

village.  Parking in the village continues to be a problem and reminded those present that 

the Waitrose car park is open to the whole community for general use.   There is to be a 

review of the parking situation in Longfield during which full consultation will take 

place.   

 

There were several residents from Essex Road, Longfield present who were interested in 

the introduction of a residents parking scheme for Essex Road.  They were concerned at 

the continued commuter parking in Essex Road which does not leave room for residents’ 

vehicles.  Cllr Kite promised that if the residents agreed that they would like to pursue 

the introduction of a residents parking scheme, he would personally take the matter to 

Dartford Borough Council.    

 

In terms of Finance, the Chairman reported that there has been a zero increase in the 

council tax for 2006/2007.  However, the budget would still allow for the improvements 

to the Village and the two month changeover with the new clerk when Mrs Taylor retires.   

 

The widening of Whitehill Road would be starting within the next three months.  The 

present delay was due to the fact that EDF Energy were unable to move the position of 

the electricity poles but steps had been taken to expedite the work.   

 

The Council had taken out a contract for the inspection and maintenance of the 

playgrounds and Cllr Grainger reported that the Oval Playspace was very well used.   
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2006/8/A:  FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

 

Copies of the audited accounts for 2004/05 were distributed to those present.   

 

2006/9/A:  PLANNING ISSUES: 

 

The major planning issue within the parish remains the development of the Axton Chase 

School site.  The Chairman reported that Kent County Council had made it absolutely 

clear that the only to provide funds for a new school would be to sell the site for 

development.  Without such funding, the school would be elsewhere outside of 

Longfield.  The development would provide 149 new homes to be built to a similar 

density to St Marys Way.  The plans also include sociable housing for key workers such 

as teachers and people able to provide a service to the community.   

 

With regard to the encampment at the stables land in Nurstead Lane, New Barn, the 

Chairman reported that the Borough Council had won an appeal to have the resident 

evicted from the site within one year – this period to expire at the beginning of 

November 2006.  

 

2006/10/A:  THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS: 

 

The Chairman confirmed that Dartford Borough Council would provide a sum of £500 

towards the cost of any celebrations the Parish Council would like to arrange. 

Suggestions, such as the repair of village seats, a party for pensioners or children of the 

parish and the erection of flags and bunting in the Village were discussed.  Following a 

vote, it was decided that the council would provide Union Jack bunting which could be 

displayed in Longfield village over the weekend of the 10th June 2006. 

 

2006/11/A:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: 
 

Questions from the public had been dealt with throughout the meeting as and when 

appropriate.  There were no further questions.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.  

 

 

 

        Signed……………………… 

 

 

        Date………………………… 

 

 

 


