
LONGFIELD & NEW BARN PARISH COUNCIL 
www.longfieldandnewbarnpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 
 

Minutes of the Virtual Parish Meeting held on-line at 8:00pm on Tues 26th May 2020. 

The Parish Meeting due to the recent Cov-19 pandemic and two cancelled monthly 

meetings was held via an on-line ‘Zoom’ video conference facility. This was advertised 

on the Parish Council website and the noticeboards offering the public the opportunity 

to be present on-line by contacting the Parish Clerk before the meeting.  

Present: Cllr. Jeremy Kite (Chair) Cllr. Steve Brown (Vice Chair), Cllr. Jan Denman, Cllr. Roger 

Perfitt, Cllr. Mike Tamber, Cllr. Catherine Stafford, Cllr. George Holt, Cllr. Paul Denman and Cllr. 

Gurvinder Sander & Mike Morgan (Clerk).  

Apologies: Cllr. Tony Mack, Cllr. Jennifer MacDonald. 

34/2020 Declarations of interest: 

Cllr. Kite is Leader of Dartford Borough Council and member of Leigh Academy Trust. 

Cllr. Brown is a member of Dartford Borough Council, a member of the DBC cabinet and a 

member of the Development Control Board at DBC. 

Cllr. Perfitt is a member of Dartford Borough Council and the Development Control Board. 

He is also currently the Mayor of Dartford. 

Cllr. Sander is a member of the Kent Equality Cohesion Council. 

Cllr. Tamber has pre-declared interests of a business nature in Longfield. 

 

35/2020 Minutes of the last meeting in February 2020: 
Agreed as correct a record of the meeting. 
 

36/2020 Matters arising from the minutes not elsewhere on the agenda: 

Councillor Kite outlined the fact that the government had issued guidelines that in the current 

situation there is no need for an AGM. The decision is for the Parish Council to take on 

whether they want an AGM or not.  

Councillor Stafford pointed out that the Annual Parish meeting is separate from an AGM but 

there is a need for a formal appointment or re-appointment of the Chair and Vice-Chair. 

Councillor Kite said we could liaise with DBC about possibly recording the meeting and 

putting it out on You Tube so the Parish could see the meeting. 

Councillor Sander suggested that if we have the meeting in June, we should advertise it on 

local social media.  

Councillor Kite stated that the on-line meeting tonight was a necessity and an experiment 

because of the pandemic, but that the June meeting could have the annual meeting and Chair 

elections included in the agenda.  

 

37/2020 Chair’s report: 

Parish Clerk: 
Mike Morgan 

 
   Tel: 01474 707290 
   Email: longfieldparishcouncil@btconnect.com 
 
 

 Office:   1st Floor 
Long Valley Hall 
Fawkham Road 

Longfield 
Kent DA3 7QP 

about:blank


Councillor Kite reported that the pandemic had been taxing for the village, but the residents 

and businesses have responded well with a lot of the DBC volunteers coming from our 

Parish. There may however be further issues when many of the volunteers return to work and 

the voluntary work, that they undertook needs to continue. 

 

38/2020 Correspondence: 

The Clerk highlighted the fact that we have received an update program for the Street Lights 

which shall be in two phases. This is to continue the upgrade of old sodium lights to LED 

lamps. 

The first phase will take in lights on Main Road and North Down Road in Longfield and shall 

cost £4841:25 plus VAT. 

The second phase includes lamps on Main Road, the B260, Langafel Close, Fawkham Road 

and Essex Road. The costs shall be £5960:00 plus VAT. 

There was a question regarding what a gear tray and lantern is? and the clerk shall obtain this 

information.  

 

The Council agreed to the program and costs, Proposed by Councillor Stafford and Seconded 

by Councillor Jan Denman. 

 

The Clerk outlined that the audit was underway by A4G accountants, but they had problems 

accessing the old Co-Op Bank account. The Clerk has therefore written to the bank asking for 

advice. 

 

39/2020 Public Question Time: 

There was no one present from the public. 

 

40/2020 Financial reports: 

There were no questions or concerns with the accounts. 

There was a query about the non-contested election costs. The Clerk explained that he had 

spoken with Simon Waghorn at DBC who outlined that this cost of £1945 was less than the 

£3000 at the last contested election. The current bill was for printing of ballot cards for all the 

households and the postage of those cards. In addition, there was a charge for the election 

officer.  

It was agreed to pay the costs, proposed by Councillor Brown and Seconded by Councillor 

Jan Denman. 

 

41/2020 Planning: 

 
9A, Fawkham Avenue, New Barn. 

Erection of a detached 2 storey double garage with dormer windows in roof slope to provide an upper home 

office in the roof space. PC view: More information needed about how many people will be using the office 

space as this could impact on traffic, parking etc. 

 

145 Main Road, Longfield. 

Erection of a front verandah and side canopy. PC view: No objections. 

 

‘Dil Khush’, Main Road, Longfield Hill. 

Erection of a single storey front extension, alterations to existing rear extension and external alterations. PC 

view: No objections, however work on this house is well underway, and we would want assurances that it 

is in line with this application. 

2 Pincroft Wood, New Barn. 



Application to remove oak tree on boundary with number 8 The Oval subject to tree preservation order no. 12 of 

1982. PC view: Applicant has submitted photos of obvious damage to driveway. No general objection, but 

this is an ancient tree and we would ask that the DBC Tree Officer attend and make an inspection. Also, 

replacement planting elsewhere on the site. 

 

4 North Riding, Fawkham Avenue, New Barn. 

Application to totally remove to ground level a Hornbeam tree on front drive, subject to TPO no. 4 of 1987. PC 

view: Objection, the application claims that roosting birds in the tree drop excrement and damage cars; 

but this is a perfectly healthy tree. This does not seem to be an appropriate reason to remove it. The tree 

is in a designated Area of Special Character, and its removal would be detrimental to the character of the 

area.  

 

2 Fairlight Cross, New Barn. 

Application to lift crown of Sycamore tree by removing three low branches overhanging boundary with 2A Fair 

light Cross, road and driveway; by 4m and overall width to be reduced by 3m. Subject to TPO no. 10 of 1980. 

PC view: No objections. 

 

3 Studley Crescent, New Barn. 

Application to reduce in height by up to 3m and clip back a row of Yew trees grown as a hedge and subject to 

TPO. PC view: There have been other objections to this about loss of privacy. However, the applicant 

wants to lower the hedge to increase light to her own garden. No objection subject to comments from 

Brough council’s tree officer. 

 

23 Harrison Avenue, Longfield. 

Erection of a single storey rear extension. PC view: No objections. 

 

8 Foxwood Way, New Barn. 

Erection of a single storey side/rear extension and re-location of entrance to front elevation. PC view: No 

objections. 

 
28 Longfield Avenue, New Barn. 

Demolition of existing detached garage and raising height of roof to incorporate part first floor/part two storey 

extensions to convert bungalow to a house. PC View: No objections. 
 

Other cases of note: 

 
Removal of diseased Ash tree at The Oval, still awaiting approval of DBC planning. 

 

Salt Farm depot planning application to Sevenoaks Council for a large number of houses on Fawkham Road 

by the Railway Bridge. The PC together with Hartley & Fawkham PC’s has objected to this development for a 

whole number of reasons including over development, traffic flow, pedestrian safety, and protection of certain 

animal species. (Since the meeting Sevenoaks Council have refused the application). 

 

 

42/2020 Grants and Community: 

Councillor Sander high-lighted that there may be issues for local support groups when 

volunteers return to work.  

Councillor Kite stated that the Parish Council may need to assist and support them, and 

maybe small businesses/shops may need some financial support. If we did consider this, 

applications from the shops/businesses would need to evidence the impact of Cov-19 on them 

and their need for support.  

Councillor Stafford asked if at the next meeting we could consider an amount and fund. 

Councillor Paul Denman suggested that as the Longfield Festival had been cancelled this 

year, the costs form that could go towards this fund. There was also a discussion about maybe 

offering vouchers redeemable via the Parish Council and offered through the DA3 magazine. 

These vouchers could be spent in Longfield business/shops.  



 

The Clerk was asked to re-assess the 2020-21 budget and provide feed back at the next 

meeting. 

 

43/2020: KALC and Borough and Parish Forums: 

Nothing to report due to pandemic. 

 

44/2020: Dartford Borough Council: 

The next Council meeting shall be on-line and placed on You Tube for the public to view. 

 

45/2020: Kent County Council: 

Nothing to report. 

 

46/2020: Any other business: 

The Clerk outlined the fact that he had been in continued discussion with the Parish Councils 

Website salesman and they can provide a new website for between £600-700. There would 

then be an administration fee each year of about £200.  

They could provide a much more user-friendly system including archived minutes and 

agendas, public notices and an e-mail system whereby members of the public could e-mail 

their councillor. In addition, it would have colour photographs on each page highlighting the 

Parish. 

The Councillors agreed to have the Clerk undertake its installation but to clarify the means by 

which e-mails would reach members. 

 

Councillor Sander asked if meetings could start at an earlier time and after some discussion, it 

was agreed that meetings would start at 7:00pm. 

 

Neil Tew the litter picker has recently been collecting money with the Co-Op in Longfield 

and have raised £238:00 for the NHS. This has been sent to the Hospital at Dartford. This is 

fully auditable. 

 

A decision shall be made on the means and location of the June meeting in due course. 

 

The meeting ended at 9:08pm.  

 

Clerk was also to investigate the possibility of obtaining support for any Councillor who was 

having difficulty accessing the Zoom virtual meetings, whether it be due to IT, internet 

connection problems etc. 

 


